
First Congregational United Church of Christ of Alpena 

April  

2022 

  

 Board of Directors    

 Blair Diamond,  
                 Chairperson 
 

 Deborah Butler,  
        Vice-Chairperson 
 

 Dennis Artley, 
                     Treasurer 
 

 Bill Dempsey 
 

 Boris Gerber 
 

 Sandy Jarmuzewski 
 

 Vicky Lindsay 
 

 Tammy Veasy 
 
 

 Nancy Wedge 

 Still Speaking 
Newsletter of First Congregational United Church of Christ of Alpena 

  

Dates to Remember 
 
 

April 3— Worship 
Service  
 

April 6 — Mysticism 
Class  
 

April 10 — Palm 
Sunday Worship 
Service  
 

April 13 — Mysticism 
Class  
 

April 14—Maundy 
Thursday, Tenebrae 
Service 
 
April 15—Good 
Friday, Prayer Vigil 
 
April 17 — Easter 
  Sunrise Service & 
     Breakfast 
  Easter Service & 
     Fellowship  
 

April 24 —Worship 
Service  
 

Something’s Rising 

Reverend Eugene Bacon 

I thought we were through with this by now.  I mean with wars of aggression.  
Throughout the course of recorded history we’ve had them:  empires rising, 
conquering more territory, enslaving people, eradicating cultures, then slowly 
decaying from within or being conquered themselves.  During the colonial peri-
od whole new continents were explored and exploited and native peoples 
crushed nearly to the point of extinction — in Africa, in North, Central and South 
America, in Australia, in the name of Christianity or “manifest destiny.” 
But during the 20th century there was a shift.  The allied nations stopped ty-
rants like Mussolini, Hitler and the Emperor Hirohito from running rough shod 
over other nations.  We established the United Nations.  We now have interna-
tional laws.  Besides this, many people in former colonizing nations now regret 
what was done to native peoples and the ways in which we tried to wipe out na-
tive cultures.  We would not likely do today what was so easily done since the 
days of Columbus through the first half of the last century. 
So, yes, I thought we were done with wars of aggression:  where one country 
simply attempts to conquer another to obtain resources or territory, to assert 
cultural or religious hegemony, or in order to re-establish some former empire.  
But here we are again with Russia attacking, without provocation, another sov-
ereign nation with little or no regard for civilian casualties. 
It’s sad, disturbing, tragic and a little depressing.  Many have come to believe, 
or at least to hope, that the human family is progressing, not only scientifically 
and technologically, but culturally and spiritually.  This latest war, brought di-
rectly into our homes with an intimacy and immediacy that we’ve never experi-
enced before, affects us deeply — as if our hearts and minds were being bom-
barded with artillery.  Who could blame us for despairing? 
This is why Easter is so important to our faith.  Those who were close to Jesus 
must have been in deep despair after Good Friday.  They had hoped that he 
was the one God would use to save his people.  His loving touch and beautiful, 
Spirit-filled life had been snuffed out just like our hopes for a world without war.  
There seemed to be little hope left.  The women, especially, must have felt this 
as they approached his tomb to anoint his body. 
They were expecting death, BUT WERE CONFRONTED BY LIFE.  Two men in 
clothing which gleamed like lightning appeared before them.  “Why do you look 
for the living among the dead?  He is not here; he has risen” (Luke 24:5b-6A).  
It is impossible for us to know the wonder and joy the women must have felt. 
Could it be that something new is rising in our world?  I have  been heartened 
by the way many of the western nations have come together to condemn this 
terrible war and to assist the refugees.  Perhaps is a sign that we are approach-
ing the day, slowly, and with two steps forward and one back, when war will be 
only a memory of how human disagreements were handled in the past.  We 
may be passing through a dark time now with Covid, climate change, and war 
                  (Continued on Page 2)  
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Our transitional ministers, Reverend Bob Case and Reverend Gene Bacon continue to 
alternate months of service. Reverend Case is ministering during the month of April.  He will 
perform all weekly worship services and any additional services, funerals, 
weddings, baptisms, visits/calls that occur during the month.  As always, to reach 
Reverend Case you may call the church office at 989-356-1795, call him directly at 

989-657-0477, or email him at alpuccpastor@gmail.com. 

Continued from page 1… 
 

playing havoc with our planet and societies, but perhaps this is Good Friday or Holy Saturday, and 
something new will rise along with the risen Christ — a   world where war will be no 
more and peace will prevail.  Perhaps this is only a dream.  But even dreams can 
become reality if the risen Christ is on our side and enough of us believe.  After all 
He is the one who said, “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the 
children of God” (Matthew 5:9). 
Hallelujah!  He is risen!  He is alive and at work in our world, now and forever!  
Amen! 
Easter blessings, 
Gene 

Ministers in Motion  
Judy Suszek, Office Administrator 

Holy Week Schedule 
Worship Committee                                            

           

                                     April 10 — Palm Sunday 
          Worship Service, 10:00 a.m. 

~~~ 
April 14—Maundy Thursday 

Tenebrae Service, 7:30 p.m. 
~~~ 

April 15—Good Friday 
Prayer & Meditation in the Chapel, Noon—3:00 p.m. 

~~~ 
April 17—Easter Sunday 

Sunrise Service at the Boat Harbor, 6:30 a.m.  
followed by continental breakfast at the Yacht Club 

 

 Full Easter Worship Service, 10:00 a.m. at the church 
                                    followed by Fellowship Hour 
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In an effort to keep our congregation informed of the Worship Committee’s tasks, following are notes 
from our March 16 meeting: 

 Ushers and Greeters will be welcomed back beginning Easter Sunday. 
 Folks interested in serving as ushers may contact Boris Gerber. 
 Folks interested in serving as greeters may contact the church office.  
 An invitation will be extended to the new UCC Conference Minister,  
      Reverend Dr. Lillian Daniel. 
 The use of nametags for Sunday services was introduced; needs more infor-

mation and discussion. 
 Our Holy Week schedule is set.  Please see schedule on Page 2. 
 An ad will be placed in The Alpena News Easter supplement sharing our Holy Week schedule. 
 All are welcome to continue joining us in person and on YouTube or Facebook for livestreaming of 

our Sunday worship services.  
 Our livestreaming technology continues to develop.   
 Prayer and meditation for peace will be available in the Chapel Monday through Thursday from 9am 

until 1pm for a few weeks 

Worship Committee Updates 
Deborah Butler 

 

Although the official One Great Hour of Sharing drive has ended, donations 
will be  gladly accepted throughout the month of April.  Please note “for 
OGHS” on your check.  Thank you for your contributions and generosity to-
ward those in need. 

 

Lest Ye Forget — 
 

 If you know of someone who would appreciate receiving a “care letter” from the church, 
please call or email the office.  Care letters do not have to be because of illness or trage-
dy, we are also looking to celebrate positive events.  The person does not have to be a 
member or attend the church to be put on the care letter list. 

 

 It is important that we gather together a prayer group. Here is a brief introduction - 
 Prayer group/chain members will pray at least four times a week for people on the list. 
 Members will be given a list of people, organizations, and issues each month. 
 We will meet (in-person and virtually) most months to discuss progress and share support. 
 We will have communion three times a year. 
 Please contact the office or complete the form at the back of the church if you would like to join! 

One Great Hour of Sharing 
Missions Committee 

Friendly Reminders 
Pastors Case and Bacon                                           



Page 4 

 

Our church was awarded a $5,000 Local Missions Fund grant 
from Comstock. These funds are to be used to support “local 
social service agencies that assist with needs within our com-
munity”. The Missions Committee met in March and allocated 
this grant to the nine organizations in our community listed be-
low.  Our church has sent $500 to eight of these agencies, 
with $1,000 sent to support the School Success Workers. We 

thought you would be interested in knowing the groups our church helps support, and how they are 
helping the less fortunate in our community. Our church was also awarded a $5,000 Human Needs 
Fund grant from Comstock.  These funds are to “disburse cash amounts on a confidential basis to indi-
viduals within the church and the community for mainly emergency needs”.  If, anytime during the year, 
you become aware of such needs, please let Rev. Case or Rev. Bacon know. 
 

Sunrise Mission Homeless Shelter  (622 W Chisholm St;  https://sunrisemission.com) 
Our only homeless shelter.  In addition to shelter, this mission offers other services to assist the home-
less such as case management, referrals to other community agencies, food, and warm clothing. 

Sunrise Community Food Pantry  (hubbardlakebiblechurch.com/sunrise-community-food-pantry) 
On Hubbard Lake Road, helps with food needs in primarily northern Alcona county rural area. 

School Success Workers  (United Way of NE Michigan;  https://www.unitedwaynemi.org/) 
When these professionals become aware first-hand of student family needs, for example a family who 
could not afford eye glasses for their child, they come to the United Way for financial assistance. 

Salvation Army  (722 N. 2
nd

 Ave) 
Funds to help purchase groceries and supplies for the food pantry serving the greater Alpena area. 

Feeding Kids Ministry  (Resurrection Lutheran Church;  https://feedingkids.us/mail/) 
Provides weekend food packets to children in Alpena who are fed during the week with school break-
fasts and lunches, but do not have an adequate supply of food on the weekends. Also lunches during 
the summer at Ella White and Sanborn Elementary Schools. 

All Saints of Alpena - Friendship Room  (P.O. Box 736, Alpena) 
Our church members help at Alpena’s volunteer-staffed kitchen that provides free meals six days a 
week to whoever needs them. 

The Chosen Ranch  (https://www.chosenranch.org) 
A Christian Home in Harrisville for children that need a second chance. It's a permanent home for chil-
dren who have been abused or neglected. 

Friends Together  (https://www.friendstogethermi.org) 
2022 Gas Card Challenge: There is an urgent need to assist patients getting to and from their cancer 
related appointments. 

Dolly Parton Imagination Library  (United Way of NE Michigan;  https://www.unitedwaynemi.org/) 
A free book will be mailed each month to children from birth until they reach school age. The United 
Way has identified 987 children as eligible. The Dolly Parton Foundation provides the books, the United 
Way handles the delivery. A great program for kids and their families, both helping them prepare for lat-
er schooling and inspiring a love of reading. 

Missions Committee Report 
Boris Gerber                                         
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Facebook Outreach 
The Facebook Team 

CALLING ALL FACEBOOK FRIENDS! 
In an effort to expand our reach in the community and beyond we have been increasing the number of 
Facebook posts we are producing from First Congregational United Church of Christ-Alpena.  As many 
of you know, this social media platform is very powerful in terms of marketing or "getting the word out."   
 

Our goal of course is to invite anyone and everyone to attend our services in person or virtually in 
a warm and welcoming manner, because everyone is welcome here. 
 

How can you help? 
Help us to elevate our online presence by: 
1. Following or liking the page. 
2. Liking, sharing and commenting on our posts if you are a Facebook user. 
3. Check in or tag the church page in your posts relating to church. 
4. Whether or not you are on Facebook, you can share information about happenings in and around our 
church and community with a member of the Facebook Team so they can be recognized and promoted. 
 

Photos of real people and events attract the most attention.  Think Fellowship Hour, SERRV Bazaar, 
Baptisms, Weddings, Celebration of Life, Food Pantry, Communion, and so on.  Past and present pho-
tos are welcome (please include a brief explanation or a caption). 
 

If you have photos, or an event you'd like to share, or a question about how we utilize Facebook for the 
greater good of our church, please contact a member of the Facebook Team: 
 

Kat Tomaszewski — musicuccalp@gmail.com, 989-255-8750 
Cindy Straley — cindyinspire@gmail.com, 989-464-2361 
Lynn Borke — borkel@alpenaschools.com,989-727-9925 

 

Thank you! 
Cindy Straley 

Association of Lifelong Learners Presentation 
Reverend Bob Case 

 

Will the Church Survive the Twenty-First Century?   
This is the title of my next presentation for the Association of Lifelong Learners in April, 
and it is the background question I will be dealing with during the month of April.  It is the 
“elephant in the room” that we rarely acknowledge, but know deep down on Sunday 
mornings that it is a question that has to be dealt with.  It is my plan to have talk back dis-
cussion sessions on the next series of sermons.  We will build on the subject of mysti-
cism and how the church helps with the development of our own understanding of our 
relationship to God.  I hope you will join me and, if you wish, join me with the A.L.L. on 

Monday, April 25 at 10:30 a.m. 

Just for Giggles — After starting a new diet, I altered my drive to work to avoid passing my favorite bak-

ery.  I accidentally drove by the bakery this morning and there in the window was a host of goodies.  I 

felt this was no accident, so I prayed, “Lord, it is up to you.  If you want me to have any of those deli-

cious baked goods, create a parking place for me directly in front of the bakery.”  And sure enough, 

God answered my prayer!  On the eighth time around the block, there it was! 

mailto:kat.tomaszewski@gmail.com
mailto:cindyinspire@gmail.com
mailto:cindyinspire@gmail.com
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Easter Basket Fillers Available 
Nancy Wedge                                         

Display Case Decorating Opportunity 
Cindy Straley                                   

Hello Everyone!  The lighted display case in our church’s main hallway is a gorgeous, hand-crafted, 
custom built beauty and seems to call out for the opportunity to house displays presenting the glorious 
light of Christ.  I have volunteered to spearhead the display case decorating project in an effort to keep 
it fresh and relevant.  This will include changing it up for special events and holidays throughout the 
year.    
 
There is a sign-up sheet posted in the hallway by the church office.  If you 
would like to use the display case for a special event, please pencil it in, 
and we will reserve that time slot for you.  We can split a month into two-
week increments at a minimum, or longer if needed, depending on the de-
mand for that time frame.  Please include your name and phone number 
when you sign up.  Drop ins are welcome, of course, as time and space 
allow. 
 
Times that are not otherwise requested will allow us to decorated the dis-
play case with bits of our history, current events, or a celebration of the 
season.  Please contact me if you have any questions.  I look forward to 
hearing from you. 
 
Thank you! 
Cindy Straley 
cindyinspire@gmail.com 
989-464-2361 

Are you looking for an Easter basket filler?  Nancy Wedge has the perfect filler for you — yep, you 
guessed it — dishcloths!  These cloths are made in the USA with tradition dating back to 
1884.  They are brightly colored with classic colored stripes on a white cloth pattern.  
They are sanitary and ravel-free, durable, cotton-poly blended fibers, double layered, 
thick, absorbent, and bleachable to boot!  The size is approximately 10” x 13” and should 
be laundered once before using.   
Colors available include beige, blue, dark green and a few red.  Proceeds from the sale 
of these dishcloths help to purchase altar supplies. The dishcloths are $2 each and can 
be ordered by contacting Nancy at 989-356-4402.   

Awaiting Easter 

 
“The best and most beautiful things in this world 

Cannot be seen or even heard, 
But must be felt with the heart.” 

`Helen Keller 
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Navigating Our New Livestream Ministry 
Kat Tomaszewski 

 

 The church is not a building, the church is not a steeple, 
the church is not a resting place, 

the church is a people.  

 

“We are the Church” by Donald S. Marsh 

 

Our outreach opportunities have grown exponentially since 
we installed our new, state-of-the-art livestreaming system. 
We’ve learned now, more than ever, that the church is eve-
rywhere. It’s our sanctuary, it’s our community, and it’s 

those that find us and join us through our livestream. 

Why is it important to continue livestreaming? 

1. We can reach those in our church who are homebound, 
leave for the winter, are vacationing, or have moved away 

and want to continue worshiping with us. 

2. We have the ability to reach new people! We currently 
stream each Sunday to our YouTube Channel and to our 
Facebook page. Between our Facebook and our YouTube, 
we reach an average of 60+ people each week. What a 
great way to show the community who we are! Over the 
past two years of streaming, our streams have been the 
first point of contact with multiple people who are now at-
tending our church. Rev. Case had someone approach him 

in Meijer just a few weeks ago to let him know that they watch him each week on our Facebook stream! 

According to Dacast.com, over 56% of young Christians research online churches or religious organizations. 

This is where our church can reach out to these people and help them feel connected and supported. 
 

Livestream concerns 

If we are encouraging people to view us online, we’re hurting our in-person church attendance. The short an-
swer is, not exactly. Some of these people are people who will likely never be attending in person again, 
whether due to geography, schedule, health, etc. However, our livestreaming serves as the first point of con-
tact for those who are out there searching for a new church. They can get to know us and our church before 

coming to visit in person.  

What our team does each week 

1. Turn on the power to the system and make sure the mi-
crophones are “hot”. 
2. Progress the slideshow on the hymns and responses 

Move the cameras using preset camera positions to get the 

best view. 
 
Running the system means YOU are an ACTIVE part of our 
OUTREACH. We are looking to add four more livestream op-
erators this year. Please contact the church office for more 
information. No experience necessary! We’ll teach you eve-

rything you need to know. 
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                 Newsletter of First Congregational United Church of Christ of Alpena 

Phone: 989-356-1795     Fax 989-356-8825 

Web Site: http://uccalpena.org 

Email: officeuccalp@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am — 1:00 pm, Monday — Thursday 

First Congregational  United Church of Christ  
201 South Second Avenue 
Alpena, MI   49707 

 

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m. 

In person and Online 
 

Transitional Pastors: Rev. Dr. H. Robert Case 

               and Rev. Eugene Bacon 

Organist/Choir Director: Kat Tomaszewski 

Treasurer: Denise Fusina 

Office Administrator: Judy Suszek 

Custodian: Mike LaMarre 

April Celebrations 
Birthdays 

      Joan Chrzan  April   1    Dennis Artley       April 20 
      Miranda Plume April 11    Lydia Hanna       April 21 
      Janet Southwell April 12    Jere Standen       April 24 
      Brian Hanna  April 12    Patricia McNeil       April 24 
      Bill Lewis  April 14    Bob Kelly        April 28 
      Katie Mack  April 15    Donna Marsh       April 28 
      Dottie Haase  April 19    Patty Lance       April 29 
      Kristin Barden  April 19 

              Anniversaries 
 

      Max & Vicky Lindsay   April   8 44 years 
 Curtis & Sharyl Davis   April 12 53 Years 
 Alison Bloom-Storey & Dan Storey April 17 23 Years 
 C. Patrick Labadie & June Perry April 28 49 Years 

Wishing you a meaningful walk through Holy Week  
and a joyous Easter! 

To You! 


