
Welcome, All Worshipers  
 

Whoever you are, and wherever you are on life’s journey,  
you are welcome here. 

 
“When you drink the waters of sorrow, you shall kindle the fire of love with the 
match of perseverance.” ~Mechtild of Magdeburg, Christian Medieval Mystic, and 
first mystic to write in German. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

(*) indicates when those who are able will stand. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Prelude  
          
 
CENTERING SONG  – #692   SPIRIT, OPEN MY HEART     ALL VERSES  

 
WORDS OF WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS                    MARILYN KETTLER, LAY READER 

 
*OPENING HYMN:   #8  PRAISE TO THE LIVING GOD     ALL VERSES  

 
*Call to Worship    
Leader:  The Holy Spirit has given us life and pours on us the power to become new 
people.                                 
All:  The winds of the Spirit have given us breath, and the fire of the Spirit has 
enkindled in us a love for God and each other.  
Leader:  Come here in faithfulness and be ready for the surprises that God’s Spirit 
brings.  
All:  We open our lives to the presence of God and trust God’s promise to us that we 
can live new lives of freedom and grace.  May God help us to be true people of 
Spirit, letting holy surprises fill our days. 

 
*Opening Prayer 
All:  God of wondrous love, you have touched us and never left us in despair.  You 
have held us in our grief and chaos.  You have never deserted us.  You have paid 
us a visit and your visit has never ended.  You clung to us when we were given up 
for dead.  In life and in death – you raise us anew!  This we know!  This we 
experience!  This is your word of assurance!  God of wondrous love, touch us again  
 

 
 
in this time.  Stay with us – as we continue healing our memories and lives.  In 
Christ’s name, we pray.  Amen. 

 
*Pentecost Song of Praise   #282 – Every Time I Feel the Spirit 
                                                                                              (Refrain only - sing twice) 

 
SCRIPTURE READING:  GALATIONS 3:23-29 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 

 
*HYMN #472  Precious Lord, Take My Hand      ALL VERSES  

 
GOSPEL READING:   LUKE 8:26-39 

 
SERMON:  CALLED OUT OF DARKNESS                          REV. EUGENE K. BACON 

 
SHARING OUR JOYS AND CONCERNS, PASTORAL PRAYER 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
*CLOSING HYMN:  #528  YOU ARE THE SEED    ALL VERSES   

 
*BENEDICTION   
All:  Life is short, and we do not have much time to gladden the hearts of those who 
make the journey with us.  So be swift to love, and make haste to be kind. 
Minister:  And the blessing God who made us, who loves us, and who travels with 
us, be with you now and forever.  Amen. 
 
*UNISON RESPONSE:  And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the 
breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s 
hand.  Amen.  Words and music by Michael Joncas. Copyright 1979 OCP. Permission to reprint/stream this music obtained from 

OneLicense #A-739847. 

 
 
Postlude 
 
 
 
     



                           OUR APPRECIATION IS EXTENDED TO MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 
WHO HAVE PARTICIPATED IN THIS MORNING’S WORSHIP MINISTRY 

   

Lay Reader:  Marilyn Kettler                                Live Stream Operators: Jay Kettler                                    
Altar Guild:  Deb Butler                               and Lynn Borke 
Ushers:  Nancy Wedge and Ashley Wedge    Fellowship Hosts:  Joe & Pat Garant  
     

                            A special thank you to Guest Organist:  Tom Kaiser    
 
 
       

                                        This Week’s Calendar 
  

 

Sunday   June 19     10:00 a.m.      Worship Service 
Tuesday  June 21       5:30 p.m.      Choir Practice 
 
 
  
 
                                                 
Announcements: 
 

 URGENT – Fellowship hosts are needed for July and August.  Please 
complete the sign-up sheet at the back of the sanctuary or call Bill Haase at 
989-916-4104 for more information. 

 Renowned Mezzo-Soprano, Nina Fine is presenting a tribute to Bernstein & 
Sondheim Sunday, June 26, 2:00pm at Trinity Episcopal Church.  The 
concert is free to the public and partially supported through our Missions 
Committee funds.  See flyers in the hallway behind the sanctuary for more 
information. 

 Next Sunday, June 26, we will celebrate our 50 Year Members.  Please join 
us for Worship and special Fellowship Hour festivities in their honor.  

 Please sign the care letter for Gordon LeTourneau and keep him in your 
thoughts and prayers. 

 
 
 
 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
A unisex handicap-accessible restroom is located through the doors to your left as you exit the sanctuary. 
A ladies’ room is near the Lockwood Street entrance.  A men’s room is in the middle hallway. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

First Congregational 

United Church of Christ 
 

   

June 19, 2022 

Father’s Day 
  

 

We welcome people as they are,  

share Jesus as He is, and serve  

our community and the world in love. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

                 Transitional Ministers:  Rev. Dr. H. Robert Case (Pastor Emeritus) 

and Reverend Eugene Bacon 

                                 Organist & Choir Director: Kat Tomaszewski 

                                        Office Administrator: Judy Suszek              

Treasurer: Denise Fusina 

Custodian: Mike LaMarre 

   Office hours:  9:00am – 1:00pm, Monday – Thursday 

Phone: (989) 356-1795    

Email: officeuccalp@gmail.com    

  Web page: www.uccalpena.org 

 201 South Second Avenue ● Alpena, Michigan 49707  

http://www.uccalpena.org/


Scripture - Galatians 3:23-39 

23Now before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until 
faith would be revealed. 24Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ 
came, so that we might be justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we 
are no longer subject to a disciplinarian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all 
children of God through faith. 27As many of you as were baptized into Christ 
have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is no longer Jew or Greek, there 
is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you 
are one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 
offspring, heirs according to the promise. 

 

Gospel - Luke 8:26-39 

26Then they arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite 
Galilee. 27As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met 
him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but 
in the tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at 
the top of his voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most 
High God? I beg you, do not torment me”— 29for Jesus had commanded the 
unclean spirit to come out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he 
was kept under guard and bound with chains and shackles, but he would break 
the bonds and be driven by the demon into the wilds.) 30Jesus then asked him, 
“What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many demons had entered 
him. 31They begged him not to order them to go back into the abyss. 32Now 
there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons 
begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33Then the 
demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed 
down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 34When the swineherds 
saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city and in the 
country. 35Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they 
came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at 
the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 36Those 
who had seen it told them how the one who had been possessed by demons 
had been healed. 37Then all the people of the surrounding country of the 
Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them; for they were seized with great fear. So 
he got into the boat and returned. 38The man from whom the demons had 
gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him away, 
saying, 39“Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.” 
So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done 
for him. 


