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Dates to Remember 
 
 

Monday, June 1 

Zoom Class on 
“Talking About God” 
begins at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Sunday, June 7 

“Virtual” worship on 
uccalpena.org 

 

Monday, June 8 

Board of Directors 
meet in Fellowship Hall 

at 5:30 pm 

 

Tuesday, June 9 

10:00 am Bible Study 
on “Prophets” begins in 

Fellowship Hall 

Noon Movies begin in 
Fellowship Hall 

 

Sunday, June 14 

Face-to-face worship 
resumes in the 

sanctuary 

Sunday, June 21 

Father’s Day worship 

A Word From Our Minister:  “Re-opening with Caution” 
Rev. Dr. Paul A. Lance III 

I am a person who enjoys shaking hands.  When I see a friend I’ve known 
for years, I shake hands as we come together.  (Others like to hug.)  I also would 
shake hands when we said goodbye.  (Again, some folks give another hug on that 
occasion.)  When being introduced for a first time to a stranger, I would always 
stretch out my hand  I would say their name and they’d say mine.   I was even one 
of those folks who, when coming to an agreement, would “shake on it” to seal the 
deal.  I am still that kind of person, except that such behavior is now frowned upon.  
I will miss the “reception line” handshakes on Sunday mornings after worship. 

Fear of contagion trumps friendliness.  Fear of becoming infected -- or, 
worse, of possibly infecting the other person -- forces us to forego common courte-
sy and human contact such as shaking hands or giving hugs.  Smiles on one’s face 
will be obstructed by wearing a face mask.  We must either catch the twinkle in a 
person’s eyes or listen for the lilt in their voice to know if they are smiling or frown-
ing or simply speaking in neutral tones.  It will be odd for me to look out from the 
pulpit and see a sea of masked faces sitting six feet apart from their nearest neigh-
bor in the pew.  We are all going to have to get ready for some changes like that. 

For ten weeks already our worship services have been put on the church’s 
web-site – uccalpena.org.  Soon, my theology classes, church history classes, ecol-
ogy classes, and Bible Studies will be available via “Zoom”. The safety of the com-
puter screen with  Zoom conference-video allows us to look at a person’s face and 
head as they speak with us from their home, but still (to me) it feels remote and is, 
at best, a “virtual” experience.  I say “bravo” to the technology that gives us that 
kind of interface, but I much prefer “face-to-face” meetings without digital distortion.   
Call me a Luddite, if you like, but I still use the telephone to talk to people and I pre-
fer a phone-call to using email.  But I am grateful to have Google nevertheless. 

I say all this to let you know how big and strange the coming changes will 
feel to me here at First Congregational UCC in Alpena.  Some of them may feel 
odd to you also.  As our Board and I determine the “best practices” that will need to 
be in place before we resume bringing people into our sanctuary, know that some 
of our long-time habits must change in light of the COVID19 precautions.  We 
won’t be shaking hands.  We will be seated with physical distance between 
us.  After worship, we will not congregate in the aisles, but be dismissed from our 
seats so as to keep adequate space in the aisles.  Coffee hour “Fellowship Time” 
will have wide-apart seating and people wearing gloves will hand you your refresh-
ments rather than sharing items on a common table.  Those kinds of limitations 
will feel strange, but when you consider the vulnerable at-risk age of our 
members, we can do no less than this when we re-open. 

Presently, the Board plans to meet on Monday, June 8, to finalize the condi-
tions required to re-open public worship and to consider how other groups and clas-
ses will be able to resume in this post-pandemic era.  So, please continue to watch 
our “virtual worship” services on uccalpena.org for May 31 (Pentecost), and June 7.  
There will be no Movies or classes in-person, until mid-June.  However, I will start 
some Zoom-based classes before then.  (Look for  the details in this Newsletter.)   
Be well, all of you.  Hold one another in prayer.  God bless you. — Rev. Lance 
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The Mother’s Day “Blanket Sunday” blooming banner 

of hearts now has more than 100 petals!   (see photo) 

Boris Gerber fashioned this flowering  

display from a Church World Service    

blanket — the same kind that each  

donor made possible to be sent to  

areas of world disaster. Thank you  

Boris, and thanks to all the many donors! 

When you enter the 

sanctuary on June 14 

for worship, you will 

notice that there are 

no hymnals, Bibles, or 

note pads & pencils in 

the pews.  To keep 

from spreading virus, 

we will have all the 

hymns printed in the 

Sunday worship bulle-

tin.  We will be seated 

6-ft away from others 

in alternating pews. 

You will see the 

“Pentecost” theme 

banners, which will 

remain up until at 

least July 5.  We 

hope people will 

feel safe to return 

to worship. 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries in June 

6/1 Gary & Sandy Jarmuzewski  6/17 Ann Diamond 

6/2 Caitlin Borke      Barb Kett 

 Carol Lund     6/18 Roger & Jan Snell 

 Sharon & Clarence Rickard  6/19 Sonny Chrzan 

6/4 Ferrol Osgood      Lynne Stewart 

 Joe & Kay Beland     Edith & Boris Gerber 

6/5 Noah Modrzynski    6/21 Jeff Gerow 

 Judy Cook      Rev. Bob & Judy Case 

6/7 Karen Bacon      Chris & Julie McCoy 

6/8 Curtis Davis     6/22 Levi Straley 

6/11 Jim McNeil     6/23 Emeline Hanna 

 Brandon Borke     Olivia Lindahl 

6/12 Herbert & Carol Knowlton  6/24 Judy Case 

6/14 Steve & Jill Bailey    6/27 Jim & Lynne Stewart 

6/15 Dolly Zeller     6/28 Gordon Nethercut 

6/16 Carl Silver  May God bless each and every one of you !

Tuesday Morning 10:00 a.m. Bible Study Starts 6-sessions on  

“The Prophets” — Confronting Today’s “Pharaohs” 

What had formerly been our “Monday” Bible Study has moved to Tuesday, and will meet in 

Fellowship Hall instead of in the Conference Room.  Through a DVD lecture series, our 10:00 am 

Bible Study will engage “Embracing the prophets in contemporary culture” with Old Testament 

Professor Walter Brueggemann, who is considered the UCC’s most renowned scholar and theolo-

gian. Each of the six sessions begin with a 10-15 minute presentation by Brueggemann followed by 

filmed interaction with a diverse small group.  Our own small group will dialog among ourselves as 

we respond to the video.         We begin on June 16  – Moses, Pharaoh, the Prophets, and Us 

June 23    – The Prophets as Un-credentialed Purveyors of Covenant 

June 30    – Moral Coherence in a World of Power, Money, & Violence 

July 7        – The Shrill Rhetoric that Breaks Denial 

July 14      – The Grief of Loss as Divine Judgment 

July 21      – The Promissory Language that Breaks Despair 
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Thursday 1:00 p.m.  

Church History Class Topics  

 June 11  “Living Under Norman Rule” 

 June 18  “Being Medieval” 

 June 25  “Being Poor in the Middle Ages” 

 July 2     “Being a Medieval Woman” 

 July 9     “Being a Medieval Christian…   

    or Heretic” (final class) 

We will use the big TV on the stage in Fellow-

ship Hall for these classes (as well as the 

Thursday morning lectures on “ecology” de-

scribed below).  With only three chairs on each 

of eight tables, there will be ample space 

around each person to maintain “social dis-

tance” for all participants.  Masks will be worn. 

Rev. Keith Titus wrote a 

book: “This I Believe (I think), 

or “Thus Saith the Lord (if I 

heard correctly)” 

We have a few copies at the church if 

you’d like to read it.  

Keith and Ginny will be inviting us into 

their home on Sunday afternoons in July 

or August to share wine and bread and 

hors d’oeuvres in order to discuss the 

content.   Start date for the group is not 

yet certain. 

“Earth at the Crossroads: 

Understanding the Ecology of a Changing Planet” 

(24 DVD lectures by Prof. Eric Strauss, Boston College; also available via ZOOM) 

Thursday Mornings 10:30 a.m. to Noon upstairs in Fellowship Hall 

With so much concern and emotion being focused on global climate change, the spread 

of disease among human societies, and the impact that humans have on our planet, Joyce Mur-

phy and I have chosen this “Great Course” to educate ourselves (and anyone else in our commu-

nity) about how our “eco-system” is evolving & affecting our bodies. The science of ecology 

studies the structure of living communities and how they interact and evolve.  We live in a shared 

habitat on a dynamic planet.  Here are the topics, each session will have two 30-minute lectures: 

June 11 –  An Ecological Diagnosis of the Living Earth (2 lectures as an introduction) 

June 18  – Ecology’s “Presses” and “Pulses” (and) Twin Crises: Climate and Habitat 

June 25  -  Human Society as Ecological Driver (&) Movement of Energy in Living Systems 

July 2   —  Humans as Energy Consumers (and) Nutrient Cycling in Ecosystems 

July 9   -    The Water Cycle and Climate (and) Human Water Use and Climate Change 

July 16  -   Rain & Heat, Forces that Shape Climate (&) Ecology of Global Climate Change 

July 23  -  How Living Organisms Acquire Food (&) Ecological Consequences of Agriculture 

July 30  -   Population Growth & its Natural Limits (&) the Human Shift to an Urban Lifestyle 

August 6  – Human Impacts on Animal Migration (&) Cities: Human Demographic Transition 

August 13 – Co-evolution among Species (and) The Co-evolution of Human Diseases 

Aug. 20 – Strategies for Reversing Ecosystem Decline (&) Sustainable Urban Ecosystems 

Aug. 27 – Recovering Ecosystems – Hope for the Future  
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“Talking About God” (a Zoom-class) Mondays at 10:00 am 

Rev. Lance will host conversations over the computer using “Zoom 

Conference” and a video series of short interviews with significant 

theologians and local ministers on the following topics: 

 June 1 — What’s Your Experience of God? 

 June 8 — How Do You Talk About God? 

 June 15 — Who are You to God? 

 June 22 — Where is God in Your Life? 

 June 29 — What is God Doing? 

 July 6 — Whose Side is God On? 

 July 12 — How Can Believers Live Together? 

Recorded comments by the late Marcus Borg, retired Bishop John 

Shelby Spong, and Vanderbilt University New Testament Professor 

Amy-Jill Levine are among the dozen interviewees.  A more detailed 

outline will be sent to those who register with Rev. Lance through   

officeuccalp@gmail.com.  An invitation to join the Zoom meeting will  

be sent to those who register.  Each session will be one-hour long. 

Tuesday Lunchtime Movies (Noon, Fellowship Hall) 
We have moved the Monday Midday Movies to TUESDAY in Fellowship Hall so 

that we can have ample space for physical distancing.  Masks should be worn. 

June 9 — two short documentaries about Mary Magdalene.  (1) Stone Phillips 

 does a 15-minute segment for Dateline about the theory in Dan Brown’s 

 “DaVinci Code” that Mary was Jesus’ wife and they had a child who became 

 the royal line in France.  Then a more comprehensive 45-minute survey of 

 what we know about, and what falsehoods were projected upon, one of 

 Jesus’ strongest female followers. 

June 16 — 95 minute feature film (1999) portrays Mary Magdalene as a spy sent to

  investigate John the Baptist but she discovers the ministry of Jesus Christ. 

June 23 — Joseph of Nazareth (97 minutes) A carpenter by trade who took the 

 hand of the Virgin Mary.  His faith will be tested as the earthly father of Jesus. 

June 30 — Judas (92 minutes) Trusted as one of the 12 chosen disciples, he fails. 



 Still Speaking 
                 Newsletter of First Congregational United Church of Christ of Alpena 

Phone: 989-356-1795     Fax 989-356-8825 

Web Site: http://uccalpena.org 

Email: officeuccalp@gmail.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am — 1:00 pm Monday — Thursday 

First Congregational  United Church of Christ  
201 South Second Avenue 
Alpena, MI   49707 

Sunday Worship: 10:00 am 

(we anticipate resuming on June 14) 

 

 

Minister:  Rev. Dr. Paul A. Lance III 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. H. Robert Case 

Choir Director/Organist: Kat Tomaszewski 

Treasurer: Denise Fusina 

Secretary: Bri Fastnaught 

Custodian: Mike LaMarre 

We want to get to know you better! 

We have been sequestering-at-

home for so many weeks, we 

are feeling disconnected from 

each other. 

 

We want to get to know more 

about our church members!  
 

Please call, email, or drop into the 

office to tell us a little bit about  

(1) your hobbies/interests, (2) your 

career (even if now retired),  

(3) other places you have lived, etc. 

  

Once we start getting some of this 

information, we will share it with 

your “new” old friends! 

Our intent is to resume in-person 

Sunday worship on June 14.  You 

must wear a face mask in the build-

ing and stay six-feet distant from 

others.  Be safe when you return. 


