
First Congregational United Church of Christ of Alpena 

October 

2017 

Board of Directors: 

 Dennis Artley, treasurer 

 Blair Diamond  

 Kathy Dempsey 

 Ann Gerow, vice chair 

 Dottie Haase 

 Vicky Lindsay 

 Mike Mack 

 Jim Mc Neil, chair 

 Beth Petty 

 Still Speaking 
Newsletter of First Congregational United Church of Christ of Alpena 

   October 2017  
Dates to Remember 

 
8 

Underground Church 
resumes @ 5 pm 
with “MLM Band” 

“Common House” 
resumes @ 6:30 pm 

 
9 

Board of Directors 
 

10 
Thank God It’s Tues. 
in-home Bible Study 

resumes @ 5 pm 
 

11 
“Spirituality and 

Addiction” Seminar 
1:00 Fellowship Hall 

 
13 

Ladies Luncheon 
 

22 
Apple Fest with Tom 
Cook’s Cider Press 

 
27—29 

SERRV Bazaar 
 
  

30 
Friendship Room 

 

A Word from our Minister:   Human Trafficking (Part 2) 

Rev. Dr. Paul A Lance III 

 Back in August, we invited Pastor Carrie Wood from Livonia to 

open a conversation about “Human Trafficking” in Northeast Michigan.  

Nearly 40  people  learned  about  such  debasing  offenses  as     

prostitution, under-age pornography, immigrants kept in near-slavery 

conditions, and violence against women and children.   

 This month, thanks to Joyce McLain’s daughter Jo  Getzinger 

(MSW) and her colleague at C.A.R.E., Inc., Cheryl Knight, we will  

meet survivors of human trafficking and look more deeply into how to 

make a difference for the good.  Our Saturday, Oct. 21, workshop in 

Fellowship Hall (9:30 am to noon) is called “Living Life Together, 

Bringing Hope, and Healing Hearts.”  Recovery from such trauma 

takes more than traditional counseling, and they will share their insights 

with us.  Please plan to attend, and tell some of your adult friends who 

are concerned about women and children caught in such abuse.  

Thanks to a Comstock grant, there is no charge for this event. 

 Also this month, we will host a Wednesday afternoon seminar on 

Spirituality and Addiction: “A Link to Recovery and Wholeness” 

on Oct. 11 from 1:00 to 4:00 pm in Fellowship Hall.  Opioid addiction 

(including heroin) and alcohol abuse are increasing in Northern Michi-

gan, so this event is being co-sponsored by the 88th District Court of 

Alpena (“drug court”) and Catholic Human Services.   

 Medical and mental health professionals, clergy, parole officers, 

drug court team members, counselors and clinicians, as well as AA  

sponsors and peer recovery coaches will benefit from Father Edward 

Zaorski’s presentation and conversation facilitated by Larry La Cross, 

clinical supervisor at Alpena’s Catholic Human Services.  There is a 

$10 fee, registration  on-line.  See the article on page  4 of this News-

letter to register, or call Liz (354-9688) for more details.  Thank you! 

 To follow Jesus means facing the hurting world with love and 

compassion.  Let’s make a difference, for Christ’s sake.   Amen? 
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10/1 Rev. Paul Lance    

10/1 Mike Boes   10/9 Sharyl Davis 

10/2 Rick Parr   10/13 Glenn Kett 

10/2 Sarah Becks   10/13 Ted Sherwood 

10/3 Sarah Zeller   10/18 Bonnie Bartz 

10/3 Linda Clegg   10/21 Bobbi Zubi 

10/4 Linda Christaens  10/27 Marcia Aten 

10/9 Thelma McDonald  10/28 Nathan Barden 

 Celebrating the Birthdays of October                                                                  

Ladies Luncheon                                                                                                       
Dolly Zeller and Jan Snell 

 

The Ladies met for lunch at the Alpena Golf 
Course on Friday September 8th.  A good time 
was had by all.  We will be meeting on Friday,   
October 13th  again at the Alpena                         
Golf Course at 11:30 a.m.  

Please come join us for fun and        
fellowship.      

 Dolly & Jan 

Anniversaries in October 

Lloyd & Bev Aikens       10/14      67 Years 

Bill & Linda Clegg          10/21     56 Years 

Richard & Mary Bloom  10/28      50 Years 

Jay & Marilyn Kettler     10/23      47 Years 

Apple Fest 

 

It’s that time again to enjoy 

our Apple Fest. Please join 

us after worship out on the 

front lawn of the church 

where Dr. Tom Cook will have his apple press 

set up for a wonderful treat of fresh apple cider.  

The date for this    traditional event is Sunday, 

October 22, 2017.  There will be fresh donuts 

as well for all to     enjoy.  See you there!!! 

Jan Artley 

Advance Notice:   

 Fall Harvest Dinner 

Sunday, November 12, 2017  

following the Morning Worship service.  

 

Turkey and dressing will be provided. 

Please see sign up sheet on the Care 

Letter podium for other options.  

             Hosted by Max & Vicky Lindsay 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiaoMOI2e3VAhUBRmMKHZraCdcQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsafeharborchristian.org%2Fmore-about-shcc%2F&psig=AFQjCNH2jCT67JCp2Czni9f-OmjFb5k_dA&ust=1503588731680102
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43nd ANNUAL “SERRV” BAZAAR 
  

FRIDAY, October  27th, 2-6pm & SATURDAY, October 28th, 10am-2pm 
  Jewelry, textiles, baskets, and more! 

Musical instruments!   Toys and books!    Fair Trade coffee!   
Tea, food items, and, the ever popular, Divine Chocolate! 

 

The SERRV Bazaar has been held at First Congregational UCC of Alpena every year since 
1974!  Please continue to support the tradition of helping to improve the lives of artisans and 
their families by shopping for high-quality crafts from around the world and from underprivileged 
areas in the U.S. … as well as volunteering behind the scenes with set-up, sales, or clean-up.  
 
Spread the word, invite your friends and neighbors to attend, or volunteer to help out.   
Watch for volunteer sign-up sheets on the care letter podium and for bulletin announcements in 
October.  
   The SERRV website describes their philosophy so well….. 

 

 
 

This is what we believe here at SERRV. We believe artisans and farmers around the world should 
have the opportunity to break the cycle of poverty and support their families through fair payments 
and respectful relationships. Every basket, every tablecloth, every necklace we offer has a story 
behind it – of an empowered artisan or farmer who works in a safe environment, can send his or her 
children to school, and can save for the future with the reliable income he or she earns through fair 
trade.  Please visit serrv.org for more information. 

SERRV Bazaar                                                                                                            
Ann Gerow  

Board of Directors Meeting Highlights from September 2017                                                                                 
Gerrie La Cross, Secretary 

There was not a quorum present for the monthly meeting.  Minutes were approved a presented. 

All financial reports were accepted and the church is in good standing. Pledges are ahead of last year. 

Rev. Lance sent a request for an additional $1000 for publicity and marketing. Approved by those pre-

sent and with a phone call to Blair with an additional yes.  Motion carried. 

Rev. Lance will be on sabbatical in 2018.  Rev. Gene Bacon has agreed to be the fill in clergy for that  

time period.  A request was sent to Comstock to cover the cost of the replacement.. 

There is a meeting on October 11, in Fellowship Hall  titled “Spirituality of Addiction”.  This is a work-

shop for :  Counselors, Clinicians, medical professionals, peer recovery coaches, mental health profes-

sionals, clergy, probation/parole officers, drug court team members and students. 

Beth Petty asked for prayers for the people of Florida as they struggle to relocate and rebuild their 

lives. 
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Clergy, Counselors, Legal Professionals, and Others are invited to a 

discussion seminar in our Fellowship Hall on  

Wednesday, Oct. 11, 1:00pm—4:00 pm  

Spirituality: A Link to Recovery and Wholeness 

Join us for an afternoon of Exploration of Spirituality in the Counseling Setting 

 

Introduction: Larry La Cross, LMSW, CAADC, CCS, Clinical supervisor, Central and    

Eastern Regions, Catholic Human Services, Inc. :   

Applicability of spirituality In nonsectarian/secular treatment settings 

Presenter:  

Father Edward Zaorski,  Catholic Priest (27 years), Current  Pastor at Saints Andrew and 

Benedict and St, Mary Magdalen),  Vicar,  Member of Presbyteral Council Archdiocese of 

Detroit, Carelink, Inc board member, and Adjunct Professor “Addictions Studies” at Detroit 

Mercy, BS Special Education, BA Religious Studies, M.Div, Theology, Graduate Certificate 

Addiction studies. 

 Participants will consider spirituality in  the secular setting, engage in self-exploration, 

 and increase sensitivity of diverse belief systems 

 Participants will gain understanding and be receptive to religious and/or spiritual themes 

 in the  counseling process as befits the preference of the client 

 Participants will be provided resources and practical suggestions to assist in providing a 

 spiritual component to their counseling skills 

Applicable Participants:  counselors, clinicians, medical professionals, peer recovery coaches, 

mental health professionals, clergy, probation/parole officers, drug court team members and stu-

dents 

3.0 MCBAP CEUs pending 

Participants Fee: $10.00 per person 

Register online at: http://www.eventbrite.com/e/spirituality-a-link-to-recovery-and-wholeness-tickets-

38014406112   Space is limited to the first 100 registrants.    Please register early if you are interested! 

Questions– Contact Liz  (989) 354-9688 

Special Thanks:  Catholic Human Services, 8 8th District Court, Alpena,  and the First Congregational  

United Church of Christ . 
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                 KIDS… Come join in the adventures of 

             Wacky Wednesday Kids’ Fun Club 

       We gather every Wednesday at 4:30 p.m.  

           in the lower level of First Congregational Church 

           for an hour of crafts, stories, snacks, and good 

           fellowship.  See you there… and bring  your    

           friends (Kindergarten thru 5th grade).  Older kids 

           are welcome to come help out.  Jeffrey Mindock 

Thank you to all those who gathered after church                                                                             
and donated items Oct. 1 to assemble 40 Baby Care                                                                       
Kits for Lutheran World Relief.  These kits will leave                                                                           
on a semi truck from Immanuel Lutheran Church,                                                                             
Sat. Oct.14 along with hundreds of hand-made quilts                                                                           , 
personal care kits, fabric kits, school kits, and boxes                                                                           
of soap from Lutheran Churches in NE Michigan.                                                                             

The Friday Needlecrafters made sweaters, blankets,                                                                       
and hats and collected sleepers, shirts, diaper pins,                                                                        
hand towels and soap.  Thanks to Marcia Aten for                                                                            
donating 20 doz. cloth diapers.   

Needlecrafters: Priscilla Homola, Mary Minnick,                                                                              
Jennie Morey, Elaine Thompson, Mary Lou Schuler,                                                                         
Diana Standen, Judie Gross, Barbara Sylvester,                                                                             
Margo Evans, and Denise Werda. 

    Underground Church will resume 

    Sunday, October 8, at 5:00 p.m. 

    Music will be provided by the “MLM Band” 

    (Mike Centala, Lacey Parks, & Mark Nowak) 

    We will be singing folk songs from the 1960’s  

    & 70’s.   Come join us for worship... seated on 

    sofas in a circle, in our Lower Level.    It’s for  

    people who are “spiritual, but not very religious.” 



 Still Speaking 
                 Newsletter of First Congregational United Church of Christ of Alpena 

Phone: 989-356-1795     Fax 989-356-8825 

Web Site: http://uccalpena.org 

Email: officeuccalp@frontier.com 

Office Hours: 9:00 am — 1:00 pm Monday — Thursday 

First Congregational  United Church of Christ  
201 South Second Avenue 
Alpena, MI   49707 

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m. 

Fellowship Time: 11:00 a.m. 

Underground Church: 5:00 p.m. 
 

Minister: Rev. Dr. Paul A. Lance III 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. H. Robert Case 

Organist/Choir Director: Kat Tomaszewski 

Treasurer: Denise Fusina 

Secretary: Gerrie La Cross 

Custodian: Mike LaMarre 

 
 

 

Human Trafficking:  Living life together, bringing hope, and healing hurts 

Sat., October 21, from 9:30 a.m. to Noon in our Fellowship Hall 

Jo (McLain) Getzinger  and Cheryl Knight, authors of 

“The Divine Design: God’s Plan for Restoration in a 

Community Setting”, will lead a seminar on Human 

Trafficking, which includes both coerced labor and 

forced prostitution.  It is happening in Michigan and it 

leaves lives devastated. It is not easy for children and 

women to escape a human trafficking situation, and 

when they do, it takes a caring community to assist that 

recovery.   

Jo Getzinger (who grew up here at First Congregational 

UCC where her mother, Joyce McLain, is still a member) and Cheryl Knight are both coun-

selors in the field of mental health and they run  C.A.R.E., Inc. in Baldwin, Michigan.   In 

their work, they encountered some of the most devastating problems of horrific proportions 

endured by human beings –  childhood sexual abuse, ritualistic abuse, and human traffick-

ing.  Recovery from such trauma takes more than traditional counseling, and they will share 

their insights with us.  Two trafficking survivors, Julie and Christine, will also tell their per-

sonal stories.                 

       Open to the Public.      No Charge.    Please Come!  

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi1m6H5l63PAhXEbiYKHTr5AuYQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fsarahhearts.com%2F2012-10-01%2Foctober-2012-wallpaper%2F&psig=AFQjCNGj4x8LkPAdmCTEdl8zXhSnfSEjSg&ust=147498429699

