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Advent—A Season of Reflection
The Worship Committee

As we approach this advent season — a
season of waiting, patience, love, and
thankfulness, we pause a moment and
remind ourselves of the ministry, worship and faithfulness of this congregation.
We are a congregation filled with
HOPE as we search for a settled pastor, and search to discover ourselves in
this new and changing world, community, and church home. We may find
ourselves troubled and worried and filled with fear. At these times when we
experience troubled hearts, we are reminded to take a moment and rediscover our hopeful hearts. For when we are hope-filled we come alive knowing and
celebrating that Jesus is near, and the darkness is pushed back by the light of
Christ.
As a faith filled congregation we are called to be as a lighthouse in the harbor,
a beacon of PEACE in our community. If we put God first in our lives and ministry, we are then able to find peace through Jesus. The peace of Jesus is
deep within our souls and will show us the way to reach out to our church family and the community around us.
As a faith community we are called to remember that the LOVE of Jesus is
always with us. Jesus loves us unconditionally through all events in our lives
— birth, death, joy and sorrow. It is with the love of Christ we are able to love
and support our church family and reach out into our community.
We are called to remember to be a church of JOY. During times of sadness,
trouble and suffering we are called to be joyful. How do we find joy? One way
to find joy is through thankfulness. If we remind ourselves to be truly and
deeply thankful, we can then discover true joy. The joy found through Christ
Jesus allows us to share joy and thankfulness by loving others the way Jesus
taught us.
During this advent season, may this congregation worship as a congregation
of HOPE. Be a church family in Christ demonstrating the PEACE of Christ.
May we support one another with LOVE just as we are loved through God’s
gift of Jesus, and celebrate Jesus with JOY and thankfulness for when we feel
joy in our lives, we can see it in those around us. Christ’s coming makes
hope, peace, love and joy possible for each one of us.
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Representations of the Advent Wreath and Candles
Deborah Butler, Worship Committee Chair

Hanging of the Greens, or the decorating of the church with evergreen
wreaths, boughs, and/or trees, helps to symbolize the new and everlasting
life brought through Jesus Christ.
The Advent Wreath symbolizes the beginning of the church year. It is a
circular evergreen wreath with five candles, four around the wreath and one
in the center.



The circle of the wreath reminds us of God’s eternity and endless mercy which has no beginning
or end.
The green of the wreath reminds us of the hope we have in God, the hope of newness, renewal,
and eternal life.

The Candles symbolize the light of God coming into the world through the birth of Jesus. It also
reminds us we are called to be a light to the world reflecting the light of God’s grace to others.











The four outer candles represent the period of waiting during the four Sundays of Advent, which
themselves symbolize the four centuries of waiting between the prophet Malachi and the birth of
Christ.
The colors of the candles are traditionally three purple candles, and one pink candle and a white
candle in the center. Each Sunday of Advent one of the candles is lit, a Scripture is read, a short
reading is given and a prayer offered. Each Sunday, the previous candle is relit with the
additional one.
The first candle is traditionally the candle of Hope. God’s promise to our ancestors came true
when Jesus was born. With the coming of Jesus, the Light, there is hope.
The second candle is the candle of Peace. Jesus is our peace. He is the light of God into the
world.
The third candle is the candle of Love in United Church of Christ tradition -- God comes to us in
love through Jesus Christ and fills us with love for one another.
The fourth candle is the candle of Joy in United Church of Christ tradition — The angels sang a
message of JOY! We worship God with joy in our hearts, with the coming of Jesus Christ there is
joy that is ours always.
The center candle is white and is called the Christ Candle. It is traditionally lit on Christmas Eve
or Christmas Day. The central location of the Christ Candle reminds us that Jesus Christ, is the
greatest gift to the world, and through the light of Jesus all things are possible.

A Time for Gathering and Harvesting
Judy Suszek, Office Administrator

The much-loved Thanksgiving holiday is just around the corner, and you know what comes next,
right? Yep, that’s right — it will be time for working on our annual report articles! ټ
It will be time for our church’s boards, committees, and groups to begin to gather our thoughts and
harvest our data points so that we can properly present our cornucopia of information in the annual
report. Therefore, as we are enjoying our feasts, and counting our blessings this year, let us be
mindful of the abundance of information we have to share with our fellow church members, and know
we are giving our group’s report information its proper due. And, of course, be thankful that we only
have to do this once a year, and be truly grateful that these silly word associations are done!
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Help Wanted
Decorating Committee

We will be decorating for the Christmas season Sunday, November 20 following the
worship service and can use lots of help. As always, many hands make light work.
Please consider joining us for this decorating event — the more people we have to help,

Seeking Fellowship Hosting Helpers
Bill Haase

As we continue to bring members and friends back into our in-person worship services, we are looking for additional persons or couples to assist the assigned Fellowship hosts (Mary Minnick in November and Bonnie Bartz in December). If you have been a Fellowship host, you know it’s a big job
for one person. Contact Bill Haase at 989-916-4104 or complete the sign-up sheet in the Narthex if
you can help host any of the Sundays. Please sign up to help. Thank you!

Display Case Calendar Update
Judy Suszek, Office Administrator

The 2023 sign-up sheet/calendar for those who wish to decorate the display case is posted on the
bulletin board outside the office. Individuals, groups and committees are encouraged to sign-up for a
two or four week time slot to decorate the display case highlighting a special event, giving campaign,
activity or holiday. When completing the calendar, include your name, phone number, and group.
For more information, contact Cindy Straley at cindyinspire@gmail.com or 989-464-2361.

Mitten Tree—2022 Edition
Diana Standen

Calling all men, women and children! We need items for this year’s Mitten Tree. Imagine
being out in the dead of winter with no hat or gloves, or walking around on a cold bare floor
with no slippers or socks, or just wishing for a warm sweater to ward off the chilly draft.
We will be collecting hats, gloves, mittens, socks, slippers, scarves, and sweaters to be distributed to those in need. Items may be homemade, store bought or even gently worn. Donated
items will be sent to Trinity Episcopal Church to be distributed to guests at their Sunday Suppers, to
Salvation Army for children in need and, if supply allows, to area elementary schools as well. A basket will be set out near the display case in the church’s main hall November 13 through Christmastime. Please drop your donations in the basket and say a little prayer for the recipients.

Dishcloth Fundraiser
Altar Guild

A new shipment of handmade dishcloths has arrived. The cloths are of great value, high quality, and
inexpensive. They are double layered knit, ravel-proof, sanitary, and made in the USA! They cost
$2.25 each and available in red, blue, dark green and yellow. The dishcloths are perfect for Christmas stocking stuffers, Easter basket fillers, etc. Contact Nancy Wedge at 989-356-4402 or email
wedge.nancy@gmail.com if you would like to make a purchase. Proceeds from the sale of the dishcloths help to defray the cost of our altar supplies. Thank you!

Save the Date
Nancy Wedge

ALL CHURCH FAMILY AND FRIENDS CHRISTMAS LUNCHEON — DECEMBER 11
Much More Information to Follow
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Congregational Conversations
Welcoming Committee

Below are a few of the thoughts expressed at the Congregational Conversations held over the last few months. Thank you to all who participated. Future
meetings will be available, and we invite those who have not yet participated to
share their thoughts at these conversations.
Our church is a family, every member is important, we may lose a member we
love if we identify as open and affirming.


 I have a child and a sibling who identify as “gay” who have not been welcome at
churches, and have given up attending any church.


We are welcome to anyone and everyone who comes in, but how do we get them to come in
through our doors?



I am not opposed to open and affirming, but we need to wait for our new minister before doing
anything.



I don’t understand why we don’t do this right now, let’s get going.



I do not want to see a rainbow flag flying at our church.



Why are we focusing on a single group (LGBTQ), why not other groups who may not feel welcome?



I know of young adults, searching for a church, who will not even consider a church unless the
church’s website indicates that they are open and affirming.



All churches say everyone is welcome, there is a need to let our community know, especially
those individuals who found they really are not welcome, that they are indeed welcome here.



We are welcoming, why don’t we say so?



We joined this church under the presumption that Alpena UCC was Open and Affirming to
LGBTQ people, so are surprised to find that we do not have a formal covenant.



I don’t understand why we don’t just do this right now, and vigorously seek LGBTQ people in our
community who need a safe place to expand their Christian faith. I have witnessed the hostility in
our community towards LGBTQ persons, and we must make it overtly clear that our rhetoric of
“welcoming all” is backed up by action and true support.



Young straight people will not even consider our church if it is not clearly stated that we are Open
and Affirming in both word and actions.



I have participated in Open and Affirming UCC churches in other communities and the experience is energetic, supportive, collaborative, and invigorating, a truly inclusive congregation of
people who don’t judge each other, and share in all kinds of mission work to benefit their neighbors, community, and the larger world. (And have a lot of fun too).



- LGBTQ people that I know personally have the same hopes as all of us straight folks, they want
commitment and trust in relationships, support and acceptance that replaces fear and hopelessness, and the freedom to use their talents in every aspect of church and community life.

On the next page are two examples of Open and Affirming covenants adopted by UCC
churches.
(Continued on Page 5)
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Congregational Conversations
Welcoming Committee
(Continued from Page 4)

The first Open & Affirming example is from a fellow church in our own United Northern Association:
The Members of the Congregation of the First Congregational United Church of Christ in Manistee,
MI aspire to embrace the inclusive love of Jesus Christ, so we make this covenant with the help of
the Holy Spirit. We believe that all persons are created in God’s image and are loved, valued, and
blessed equally by God. This community of faith is an open and affirming congregation who seeks to
welcome all persons, including those of all races, ethnicities, ages, sexual orientations, gender identities and expressions, family structures, faith backgrounds, abilities, and economic circumstances.
All persons are invited to fully share and participate in leadership, ministry, fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities, blessings, and joys of our church family. Therefore, no matter who you are
or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome in this house of worship.

As a longer, more detailed covenant, here is an example pulling material from several different church covenants, and putting in our church’s name:
We, the members of First Congregational United Church of Christ, welcome you.
Whatever your age and economic status;
Whatever your political affiliation;
Whatever your sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression;
No matter if you own your home, rent, live with your parents or children, or are homeless;
No matter your race or whether your ancestors were indigenous or immigrants;
No matter your physical or mental health conditions or your state of recovery;
No matter if you are single, married, widowed, divorced, separated, or partnered;
No matter if you have typical or atypical skills or are just beginning to sense your God given gifts and
talent;
However the rest of the world describes you, and however you describe yourself: You are welcome
at First Congregational United Church of Christ.
Being fully welcome in our community here at First Congregational UCC means we will:
 Always seek to affirm the person that you are with loving hearts and open minds.
 Follow the way of Christ Jesus with you in loving and being loved by both God and neighbor, with
the guidance and power of the Holy Spirit.
 Love you for the person you are by living out our denomination’s promise that “No matter who
you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you are welcome at First Congregation United Church
of Christ.”

At our next Congregational Conversation we would like to hear your thoughts
about welcoming statements, particularly relative to our own church and the
community in which we live. Would you like to participate in the drafting process of our own Welcoming Statement? If so, please let a member of the Welcoming Committee know (Avery & Marcia Aten, Terry Bell, Bill Dempsey, Boris
& Edith Gerber, Bill & Dottie Haase, Jay & Marilyn Kettler, Beth Petty).
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Downtown Trick or Treating Event
Friday, October 28

Our gratitude goes out to all those who
donated candy and to Dennis & Janet
Artley, Deborah Butler, Nancy Wedge and
Joy & David Shoemaker for assisting!
We had a wonderful evening of joy and
fellowship, greeting over 100 trick or
treaters on the front lawn of the church.

God, may you bless all those we met
and all those who we have yet to meet.
We thank you for those who were here
with us in person and those who were
with us in spirit. We thank you for the
children, their parents, their grandparents, their aunts and uncles, and their
caregivers. We thank you for the
beautiful fall colors and warm weather
you gave us Friday night. We thank
you for those who were able to donate
treats for us to share with the community. And, most of all, we thank you
for YOU.
~ Kat Tomaszewski, Music Director
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Fall Festival
Sunday, October 30

Many hands helped crank the cider
press on this gloriously beautiful autumn day!
Thanks to Dan Kibbe, Gary Jarmuzewski,
and Dennis Artley for helping with set up
and take down. Special thanks to Janet
Artley for helping with food and decoration set up, as well as her sharing of experiences from past Fall Festivals. Thank
you to Nancy Wedge and Ashley Wedge
for preparing the treat bags, and to
Lynne Stewart for preparing and setting
up the coffee. A very special thanks goes
out to Tom Cook for bringing his cider
press. It is always a big treat, and it was
good to see Tom and Judy.
Hope everyone enjoyed this special fellowship time as we celebrated all that
northern Michigan’s fall offers us, and all
the blessings God has given us.

~Brought to you by
the Worship Committee

First Congregational United Church of Christ
201 South Second Avenue
Alpena, Michigan 49707
Phone: 989-356-1795
Web Site: http://uccalpena.org
Email: officeuccalp@gmail.com
Office Hours: 9:00 am — 1:00 pm, Monday — Thursday

Sunday Worship: 10:00 a.m.
In person and Online
Pastor Emeritus: Reverend Dr. H. Robert Case
Organist/Choir Director: Kat Tomaszewski
Treasurer: Denise Fusina
Office Administrator: Judy Suszek
Custodian: Mike LaMarre
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Dates to Celebrate
Birthdays
Dan Kibbe
Diana Kelly
Deborah Butler
Chris McCoy
Marilyn Kettler
Andy Lindahl
Bill Haase

November 1
November 3
November 5
November 6
November 8
November 8
November 10

Margaret Nielsen
Gary Jarmuzewski
Diana Standen
Sherry Allen
Kay Beland
Wyatt Hanna
Dan Storey

November 11
November 12
November 14
November 15
November 16
November 26
November 30

Though we travel the world over to find the beautiful,
we must carry it with us or we will not find it. ~Ralph Waldo Emerson

