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Good News! 

  Following is a quote taken from the 2008 Church Evaluation Survey,  

Church Strengths 

“Music program—ministry teams—volunteers—youth programs—         
support staff for the pastor—care letters” 
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Teens To Sponsor A Potato Bake Brunch 
Bob Carr, Associate for Youth and Family 

The potato bake brunches sponsored, last year by the teens, as fund raisers 
were so successful - mainly because the congregation was so generous in 
donating to the Work Camp Mission Trip - that we are doing it again.  This 
time, to help the people of Haiti. 

To help with the Haitian Relief Fund (Church World Service), we will be 
holding a potato bake brunch after church on February 14th. Please come 
hungry and invite a friend. 

Progressive Giving  

Belinda Hanna, Stewardship Committee 

The Stewardship Committee is pleased and thankful to report that our fall 
pledge campaign has been successful with 2010 General Fund pledges 
surpassing 2009's General Fund pledge total.  More than half of General 
Fund pledges increased.  Our Mission Fund pledging showed an overall 
decrease, but most pledges did not change from the previous year.  We feel 
these Progressive Giving results are evidence that our church is doing well. 

 

February  
Dates to Remember  

 

1 

Friendship Room 
 

7 

Worship 

Rev. Keith Titus 
 

8 

CGGG Breakfast 

Board of Directors 
 

12 

Ladies Luncheon 
 

14 

Blanket Sunday 

Potato Bake 

LARCC Bake Sale 

LARCC Taize Service 
 

17 

Ash Wednesday 

 

Midweek Lenten Contemplative Services 
Betsy Adamus, Associate for Music and Education 

Throughout this yearôs Lenten season beginning on Ash 
Wednesday (February 17th) and continuing through Holy 
Week, the Barksdale Chapel will be available on 
Wednesdays between the hours of noon and 1:00 PM 
for meditation, quiet music and prayer.  Lenten 
devotional materials will be made available and there 
will be a time for communal prayer as well as private 
reflection.  Please join us as part of your Lenten journey. 



Lent begins on February 17th with Ash 
Wednesday. Though this day is specifically 
and traditionally a day for penitence, it is also 
ña time for putting aside the sins and failures 
of the past in the light of who we are yet to 
become by the grace of God.ò That phrase, 
from The New Handbook of the Christian 
Year, gives us the permission to think not just 
about the past but the future. 

 

The future is indeed the reason I like to take 
something up for Lent, rather than think of 
giving something up for Lent. I want to try to 
add something to my life. Now I will admit that 
new habits do not always form easily or 
permanently. But when we do it in the context 
of Godôs grace, there is grace of forgiveness 
when we try and do not quite achieve our goal 
this time. I have not always kept my Lenten 
habits after Lent. But I have been blessed in 
my efforts. 

 

This year I have chosen to read a book slowly 
and carefully for the 40 days of Lent. Life of 
the Beloved by Henri Nouwen is not even 100 
pages of text. Not much more than two pages 
a day will accomplish that goal. Not much 
indeed. The point is to read it slowly and 
carefully. Not rushing through it. 

 

My hope is that it will settle in me and I will 
experience it sufficiently for it to make a 
difference to me. 

 

I would be interested in hearing what you 
might be thinking of doing for the Lenten 
season. Letôs talk about your plans and 
perhaps your experiences as  you do it. 

 

Remember the Wednesday evening Lenten 
services and consider joining us this year. 

Pastorõs Column                                                    
Rev. Tom Orth 
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            December        Year to Date  

 Mission Pledge $  1,500     $ 18,000 

 Received      1,273        17,895 

  Short          227             105 

  

 General Fund  $  9,417     $ 113,000 

 Received    11,513        116,533 

  Over    $  2,096     $     3,533 

 Treasurer Report                              
 Dennis Artley, Treasurer 

Dec 24 88  Jan 3  75 

Dec 27 74*  Jan 10 81 
   

*First Presbyterian joined us 

 2009 Annual Average Attendance 76 

Sunday Attendance  - December/January 

Kay Beland 

 Friendship Room Aprons  
 Lynne Stewart 

If you have or know the 
location of an unused 
Friendship Room (aka 
soup kitchen) apron 
with our church name 
printed on it, and would 
be willing to have a new 
team member use it, 
please contact Lynne 
Stewart (471-2323) or 
leave it at the Church 
office.  If you wish to 
learn about or work on our church team at the 
Friendship Room please contact Jan Snell (471-
2597) or Lynne. 
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Christmas Eve Reception 
Joan Chrzan 

I would like to thank the women who donated cookies for the Christmas Eve Reception: Marcia 
Aten, Ann Gerow, Barb Kett, Pat Kreft, Dodi Lance, Vicky Lindsay, Vernie Nethercut, June Perry, 
Ronnie Stevens, Karen Upham and Nancy Wedge.    

Also Deb, Carmen and Justin Grubaugh for hosting and clean-up along with Tom & Kathleen Orth. 

Scholarship Possibility 
Jennie Kerr 

In 2004 our own Thelma Hartwick established a scholarship 
fund for nursing education with the Community Foundation of 
Northeast Michigan. The scholarship fund is in memory of Lola 
Penney, a long time now deceased member of our Church.  
That Fund has not yet been used and needs approximately an 
additional $1800 to make it eligible for awarding a scholarship.  
If anyone is considering a donation to the Community 
Foundation please consider designating it for the Lola Penney 
Nursing Scholarship Fund.  It would be a great tribute to 
Thelma and to Lola if members of their Church could make this 
Scholarship Fund viable and it would create a fine opportunity 
for someone in our community. 

February 
 
 

3 Greg Granum 

3 Chuck Smith 

4 Martin Skiba 

4 Jacquie Granum 

5 Emily Wells 

7 Kim Beyer-Nelson 

7 Susan Southwell 

8 Mary Minnick 

9 Tobey Brunetti 

11 Joyce McLain 

Happy Birthday! 
 

12 Richard Bloom 

13 Rebecca Wells 

14 Judith Brown 

15 Emara Clarke 

16 Jay Kettler 

17 Scott Speaks 

19 Dennis Werner 

21 Alison Bloom-Storey 

22 Charlotte Ziroll 

23 June Perry 

February 

 

24 Belinda Aguirre 

25 Roger Snell 

25 Janet Artley 

25 Casey Brunetti 

28 Joseph Beland 
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ñDo not let your hearts be troubled.  

Believe in God, believe also in me.ò (John 14:1)  

 
Annual watchword for 2010 (The annual Bible verse used by the German 
churches as a guide for the year / selected by the Ecumenical Association for 
Bible Reading)  
 

We are living in a period of global treating palpitations. Could the Ecumenical 
Association for Bible Reading have imagined which extent the world-wide un-
certainty would have when they selected the verse four years ago? 
 
Many wake up in the night with heart pounding because they have lost their 
job, they canôt cope with their debts any more, their future is uncertain. The 
heart beats up to their neck when the news reports about terror, about firm 
shut-downs and environment destruction. Heart pains have those who have 
lost a beloved person, those whose relations are broken or those who are 
fighting with a hard disease. 
 
ñDo not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe in me.ò Does the 
request of the annual watchword come to quickly in the view of the almost end-
less plenty of problems? 
 
The gospel of John composes the chapter 14 carefully. It starts with ñDo not let 
your hearts be troubled.ò and repeats this word in verse 27 connected with the 
promise of peace. The request ñDo not é be troubledò is formulated in the 
Greek text as imperative what means that the disciples are trouble-hearted 
and now are asked to lay down their fears.  

 
ñStop it to be troubled!ò That way the verse is aimed on a change of the listeners: Give up the anxi-
ety which you have at the moment and face the future without fear. This anxiety means not only the 
emotional wobbling of the palpitations but contains the circling thoughts/ideas and knowledge 
about the deepness of the problems. With the Hebrew way of thinking from which the gospel of 
John is characterized is with the word ñheartò always meant the reason and the common sense. 
The annual watchword encourages to be free from all kind of fear. 
 
 
(Dr. Ulrike Metternich, born 1957, feminist/social-historical exegete and is living as a freelance 
theologian in the USA) 

Greetings from Gelsenkirchen, Germany                                                                      
Diana Standen, German Outreach Ministry Team 

Dear friends in 
Alpena, 
 

Attached you 
find our January-
**greetings** the 

Annual 
watchword for 

2010. 
 

 All the members 
of the parish of 

Bulmke wish you 
a beneficent and 
successful New 

Year! 
 

Greetings from 
your friends at 

Bulmke, 
Erich Neumann 
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The Holidays are over, our lives are back to 
normal with family activities, community and 
church responsibilities, other meetings and 
activities such as book clubs, bridge clubs, ant 
the like, and of course our monthly church 
ladies luncheon.  We will meet for lunch at the 
Alpena Holiday Inn on Friday, February 12th 
at 11:30 am  for a Valentine luncheon.  It will be 
fun to see everyoneðit seems like a long time 
since our December luncheon. 
 

Please sign up at the Care Letter podium.  
 

Call Kay Beland (354-2792)  

or  

Ronnie Stevens (471-2520)  

for more information -  

or for a ride. 

Attention Ladies                                             
Ronnie Stevens  

On Sunday, February 14 th, our congregation 

will once again celebrate Blanket Sunday . 

This year, more than any other, our efforts on 
behalf of the Church World Service Blanket+ 
Program are especially needed.  Since the 
devastating January 12th earthquake in Haiti 
CWS has played an important role in the 
rescue and recovery efforts and will remain 
throughout the long rebuilding process. 
 

There are two ways that Church World Service 
is working in Haiti.  First, CWS has local 
partners on the ground, who know best where 
and how to distribute food, shelter and water.  
CWS has worked in Haiti since 1964, and is 
already providing CWS Kits and Blankets pre-
positioned in the neighboring Dominican 
Republic for emergency needs in the 
Caribbean.  CWS Kits help improve lives 
immediately. 
 

CWS-supported efforts will also include the 
construction of temporary water systems, 
providing water purification materials, tents and 
food packages.  Assessments continue to 
make sure they are providing whatôs most 
needed, where itôs most needed. 
 

Please read the enclosed flyer about the 
Blankets+ Program  and consider making a 
donation on Blanket Sunday using the 
envelope included with this newsletter.  Please 
make checks payable to: ñFirst 
Congregational UCCò with Blanket Sunday 
written in the lower left-hand corner.  The 
church will issue one joint check to Church 
World Service.       ~~~ 

Blanket Sunday                                
Betsy Adamus, Associate for Music and Education 

Also, on February 14th, please join us for special intergenerational activities 
after the morning worship service.  Not only will we have the opportunity to 
feast on baked potatoes (see the article in this newsletter), but we will also 
be working on special ñlap blanketsò for members of our congregation as 
well as for patients at ARMC Cancer Center. 
 

Join us on February 14th for Blanket Sunday ! 

Your recycling of ink cartridges is making a 
difference in our church office supply budget. 
Most months we are able to 
turn in 10 cartridges and 
receive a credit of $30 toward 
office supplies. Thank you. 
Weôre still doing it and you 
can turn in any cartridges to 
the office. 

Ink Cartridge Recycling 
Rev. Tom Orth 
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Help Us Serve You 
Rev. Tom Orth 

If you are hospitalized or having surgery, the only way the pastor is aware of this is if you or your 
designee calls. The hospital does not notify churches or pastor of admissions. Please help us care 
for you by letting us know, 356-1795. Thank you. 

LARCC Sponsored Taize Service 
Bev Olsen 

At this time of year as we need to de-stress, consider the upcoming 
Taize Service to be held at First Congregational UCC on February 14th 
at 5:00 pm.  The Taize Community, though Western Europe an in origin, 
seeks to welcome people and traditions from around the globe.  This is 
sure to be a meaningful serviceðgentle, relaxed and spiritual.  The 
music and prayers, usually from Psalms or other scriptures are intended 
to aid meditation and prayer.  You are invited to attend this LARCC 
sponsored service. 

Thank you to 
Dodi Lance and Bobbi Zubi for coordinating the 
church un-decorating on Wednesday January 
6th.  Joining them were Sharon Rickard, Roger 
and Jan Snell, Joan and Sonny Chrzan, Rev. 
Tom and Kathleen Orth, Lynne Stewart, Dave 
Zeller, Lori Murphy and Max and Vicky Lindsay.   

Thank you all!  

 Church Un-Decorating   

There are several openings to sign up for 

Altar Flowers honoring or in remembrance 

of someone special to you.  Please take a 

minute to sign up outside the church office.    

The process is simple; however, if you 

have questions give the office a call at 

356-1795. 
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Board of Directors Meeting  Highlights                                     
Janet Artley, Board Member                        

Pastor:  Rev. Orth indicated 4 new members 
joined the church and the involvement of the 
Social Justice Ministry Team with the MLK day 
community activities. 
 

Stewardship:  Successful campaign exceeded 
last year. 
 

Property:  Rev. Orth working with Weinkauf 
Heating and Plumbing to address heating 
concerns of the church. 
 

The Board is in charge of the Annual Meeting 
Potluck from set up through cleanup. 
 

AROUND THE TABLE: 

Jere Standen believes the current unrest has 
gone on too long and we need to move 
forward.  Betsy Adamus looks to Godôs Grace 
during the time of turmoil.  Dave Zeller looks 
forward to joining the Board and possibly 
bringing a new perspective.  Lynn Borke 
thanked the many guests who came to share 
their views & concerns.  Barb Kett appreciated 
being heard.  Pat Leahy asks that we pray for 
Godôs Grace on the outcome & healing.  Rev. 
Orth thanked all for their caring, passion, & 
energy.  Gordon Nethercut appreciated the 
spirit & positive & still thinks First 
Congregational is a good place to be.  Dennis 
Artley stated is was great to end the year on a 
positive financial note for his 13 years of 
service as Treasurer and thanked the Board for 
the opportunity.  Janet Artley welcomed Dave 
Zeller & Steve Tretinik as nominees to the 
Board. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm. 
 

Copies of the full Board Minutes as well as 

Board Report packets can be found at the 

Calendar Podium outside the Church Office.  

You may also request copies by email.  

E m a i l  y o u r  r e q u e s t  t o : 

office@uccalpena.org  

CONGREGATIONAL COMMENTS & 
CORRESPONDENCE:  Thank you notes from 
staff were circulated.  Church World Service 
receipt of $712 and Barden letter to the Board; 
Jay Kettler had 3 requests regarding possible 
proxy votes at the Annual Meeting and a letter of 
complaint regarding a heating assistance 
request from a member.  Ann Diamond shared 
information from a phone call in response to the 
Boardôs letter to members. 
 

Board moved to endorse the Taize special 
service through LARCC on Sunday, February 14 
at 5:00 pm. 
 

BUDGET 2010:  Details of the balanced budget 
proposal have been established and will be 
presented in the Annual Report booklet.   
 

GUEST COMMENTS:  Members expressed 
concerns regarding the letter from the Board as 
well as confusion about what has been going on 
with problems of the church.  A rumor 
surrounding the Annual Meeting and a possible 
vote to dissolve the pastoral relationship is a 
concern.  The Board is planning for the 
possibility of such a vote.  Time does not allow 
for the proper review and implementation of a 
proxy program prior to this yearôs Annual 
Meeting. 
 

Music & Education:  Betsy Adamus was excited 
to share the arrival of the accompanist book she 
had viewed at General Synod.  Donations and 
the CCLI license will cover costs for choir 
members and the congregation. 
 

Treasurer:  In spite of the budgeted deficit, 2009 
ended on a positive note due to a number of 
factors:  General Fund Pledges surpassed 
budgeted pledges; the Extra Pledge provided 
$11,000; cost savings such as reduced use of 
Service Master; reduced Assoc. for 
Administration paid hours; liability insurance 
changes; and lawn mowing by church volunteer. 
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Jonah é for Lent? Sounds fishy, but itôs a natural fit. When the Jews asked Jesus for a sign, he said, 
ñI will give you only the sign of Jonah.ò After three days in the belly of the earth, Jesus rose with news 
of Godôs prodigal grace. This series of special services for Lent explores the meaning of ñThe Sign 
Jonahò as we follow Jonah on his journey é and Jesus on his way to the cross. 

This year again the 5 churches ï First Presbyterian, First United Methodist, Grace Lutheran, Trinity 
Episcopal and ourselves will share a Wednesday evening Lenten service with the soup and bread 

supper at 6 PM and the service beginning at 7 PM.  

Wednesday Lenten Services - The Sign of Jonah 

Rev. Tom Orth 

Date Host  Preacher  Theme 

Feb 17 Grace Lutheran Steven Hammond God is Calling     Jonah 1: 1 - 3 

Feb 24 Trinity Episcopal Gene Bacon Saved in the Storm     Jonah 1: 4 ï 16 

Mar 3 First Presbyterian Owen Williams Our providing God     Jonah 1: 17 

Mar 10 First United Methodist Tom Orth 
Praying in the belly of the great big fish      

                                      Jonah 2: 1 ï 10 

Mar 17 First Congregational UCC Karen Thompson The God of Second Chance Jonah 3: 1 ï 4                        

Mar 24 First Presbyterian Bruce Michaud About Face     Jonah 3: 5 ï 10 

Apr 1 

Maundy 
Thursday 

Trinity Episcopal Liturgy Seder Meal 

Phone: 989-356-1795     Fax 989-356-8825 

Web Site: http://uccalpena.org 

Email: fcong@uccalpena.org 

Office Hours: 9:00 am ñ 1:00 pm Monday ñ Thursday 

First Congregational  United Church of Christ  
201 South Second Avenue 
Alpena, MI   49707 

Sunday Worship Service  10:00 a.m. 

Christian Education  

Fellowship Time following Worship 

Nursery (Birthñ2 years) 10:00 a.m. 

 

Pastor: Rev. Thomas W. Orth 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. H. Robert Case 

Assoc. for Music & Education: Betsy Adamus 

Assoc. For Youth & Family: Bob Carr 

Assoc. for Administration: Denise Fusina 

Choir Director: Judith Case 

Treasurer: Dennis Artley 


