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During the August Board of Directors Meeting, Rev. Orth shared with the 
Board the responsibilities of the Pastoral Relations Committee as proposed 
by the UCC. 

The denominational document includes an extensive list of responsibilities, 
focusing on efforts to maintain an open, healthy relationship between the 
ordained minister and the congregation. The goal is to promote mutual 
ministry between the pastor and congregation to enhance the effectiveness 
of the church’s mission.  Helping the congregation have reasonable 
expectations of the pastor and helping the pastor have a clear picture of 
priorities are functions of the Pastoral Relations Committee. 

Our Pastoral Relations Committee  is comprised of members of the former 
pastor search committee (Dennis Artley, Marcia Aten, Curt Davis, Ann 
Gerow, Tom Grubaugh, Vernie Nethercut, and Lloyd Springer). Rev. Orth 
requested in his call agreement that the former search committee members 
serve on the Pastoral Relations Committee.  That committee has not been 
very active the past four years, but Rev. Orth sees a need to meet on a 
more regular basis, at least quarterly.  He called the committee together in 
August to see if all members were still willing to serve. All agreed to 
function along the guidelines proposed by the UCC, if directed to do so by 
the Board.  The Pastoral Relations Committee representatives suggested to 
the Board that it take some time to review the responsibilities proposed.  
Board members voiced concerns about the selection process of the 
committee members, so that it might have rotating membership. 

The Board agreed to take the following actions: 

--To review the UCC  proposed responsibilities for the Pastoral 
Relations Committee. 

--To allow the current members to serve until the next annual meeting. 

--To develop a process for selection of committee members. 

--To direct the Pastoral Relations Committee to focus its efforts on the 
church evaluation process (outlined by the UCC), consisting of three 
parts: 

1. An annual evaluation of the work of the pastor. 

2. Evaluation of the relationship between the pastor and the 
congregation. 

3. Assisting the pastor in his evaluation of the state of the church. 

The Pastoral Relations Committee is instructed by the Board to conduct the 
evaluation process this fall.  Results should be available for the annual 
meeting in January 2009. 

Church Pastoral Relations Committee—Upcoming Evaluations 

Curt Davis, Pastoral Relations Committee Member 



I’ve spent a lot of my life in the dark… the 
darkroom, that is. Some of it was in total 
darkness for film exposing and processing. 
Some of it was with safelights for making 
prints. And even with the special safelights I 
had, which were relatively bright for safelights, 
it was dark compared to the normal brightness 
of a home. 

When you are in areas of low illumination, an 
interesting phenomenon occurs. Your eyes 
adapt to the darkness and become more 
sensitive. You can see quite well and move 
around quite easily and can even read and 
write. 

I find that the longer I am a person of faith, a 
Christian, I see things more clearly from a faith 
perspective. My eyes are sensitized to looking 
at the world from that perspective. Truly more 
than my eyes, my heart is sensitized to looking 
at the world with what I am called to be and 
more importantly, what I am called to do. 

When you come out of a darkroom with your 
sensitized eyes, the normal light hurts. It is too 
bright. I often feel that way looking at the world. 
It hurts to see the pain and anguish that there 
is. People are hurting, people are mistreated. 
Justice and peace do not exist in the Kingdom 
the way God wants. My heart hurts and I want 
to retreat into the safety of what is close and 
familiar. The trouble is that once you have had 
your heart opened, you cannot go back. 

Grace comes through experiencing God’s love, 
peace and justice. It isn’t easy. You cannot 
solve all the problems. You may not even be 
able to solve one person’s problems. But you 
know that you want to live this new way. The 
old way doesn’t satisfy you, nor is it what you 
want for yourself.  You come to realize, it is not 
what you want for someone else either. So you 
live with new eyes and hearts that this world 
can be different, made into the Kingdom God 
wants. 

 

Thanks be to God. 

Pastor’s Column                                                    
Rev. Tom Orth 
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       July         Year to Date 

 Mission Pledge $  1,500     $ 10,500 

 Received      2,446         10,398 

 Over   $     946 

 Short   $             $      102 

 

 General Fund  $  9,417     $65,917 

 Received      6,053       59,244 

 Short     $  3,364     $  6,673  

 Treasurer Report                              
 Dennis Artley, Treasurer 

The CGGG’s (Church guys) will meet for breakfast 
at 8:30 am Monday September 8th at the 
Chisholm Big Boy.  Come and join us!!! There will 
be no special program; just guy’s getting together 
enjoying good conversation over some coffee and 
food.  Questions? Call Glen Kett 358-2519. 

p.s. I forgot… we will be solving some of the 
world’s problems (could we start with the Detroit 
Tiger’s please?) 

CGGG’s Corner 

Glen Kett, Board Member 

On Behalf of the Board of Directors 

Glen Kett, Board Member 

A special thank you to Joan Chrzan and the 
Funeral Reception Ministry Team For their 
outstanding work in coordinating luncheons for 
the several Memorial services that have been 
held at the Church in the past few months.  This 
thank you also extends to all those who helped 
with set-up and clean-up.  Our Church has 
received many fine comments because of your 
hard work.  Your attention to detail, the 
presentation, the serving of the meal and the 
loving way you served the bereaved families 
make our Church special. 

Thank you! 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September 

Birthdays 
 

3 David Adamus 

4 Lloyd Aikens 

6 Nancy Wedge 

6 Tom Grubaugh 

6 Chris Kao 

7 Bill Clegg 

7 James Adamus 

11 Gerald (Barney) Smith 

14 Blair Diamond 

19 Steve Tretinik 

20 Lois Gibbs-Kibbe 

20 David Veasy Jr. 

21 Laura Caplis 

22 Bill Yahne 

24 Ginny Titus 

27 Cheryl Mack 

28 Jennie Kerr 

28 Michael McDonald 

28 Naomi McCoy 
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Chancel Choir Rehearsals Resume 

Betsy Adamus, Associate for Music and Christian Education 

After their traditional summer sabbatical, the Chancel Choir  
resumed regular Wednesday rehearsals beginning  August 27th at 

6:00 PM in the Chancel area of the Church.  The 
choir will return to help lead morning worship 
services beginning on Sunday, September 7th.  
Interested in singing with the choir?  Join us 
for rehearsal… no auditions, good working 
environment and the rewards are eternal!! 

 

September Anniversaries 
                       

2 Mark and Karen Upham 

2 Elizabeth and Martin Skiba 

12 Tom and Bonnie Watkins 

21 Ronnie and John Stevens 

25 Deborah and Dennis Werner 

 

Yes, it is going to happen.  The Rummage Sale will be on 
September 5 from Noon to 5:30 p.m. and on Saturday 
September 6 from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.  Now is the time for you to 
sort out all that good stuff you don’t want or use and save it for the 
Sale.  Items may be placed on the stage in the Fellowship Hall 
beginning Thursday, August 28.  Please donate to this by noon 
September 4 and make the Sale a success.  At the end of August 
a signup sheet will be placed on the Care Letter podium for those 
of you who would like to help sort, set up and work the Sale.  
Success depends on your donations and participation.  

(CHILDREN’S CLOTHES ONLY, NO BOOKS OR MAGAZINES)  

Rummage Sale   

Jennie Kerr, Fundraising Committee 

Ten people participated in our German class last spring.  The 
highlight of the ten weeks was Marilyn Kettler’s teaching 
methods—singing and animation.  We hope to get together in the 
future for a continuation of the course.  Danke, (thank you) 
Marilyn, for a fine job! 

Conversational German Class                                 
Diana Standen 
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Yes, the Q R C is going on and if it hasn’t come 
to you yet, don’t worry, it will.  What is the Q R 
C?  It is the Quiet Request  Campaign.  One of 
these Sundays you will be handed a small white 
color dotted envelope. Pull out the simple note 
inside and decide if you will be a part of this 
Quiet Request Campaign.  It’s easy, just read 
the note and respond by returning the envelope 
showing your participation in the 
QUIET REQUEST CAMPAIGN. 

Thank you from  

the Fundraising Committee. 

QRC                                                                   
Jennie Kerr, Fundraising  Committee 

The fall clean up of M-65 is scheduled for 
Tuesday, September 16th at 5:00 PM.  In the 
event of rain an alternate date of Thursday, 
September 18th has been selected.  Those 
who can participate are requested to sign the 
sheet located on the ―Care Letter‖ stand 
located in the hall in back of the sanctuary. 

Adopt—A—Highway                                       
Lucas Pfeiffenberger  

Walk the Labyrinth for Peace         
Betsy Adamus, Associate for Music and Education 

 

In recognition and in support of 
the ecumenical 30 Days of 
Peace, the labyrinth will be 
available to individuals and 
g r o u p s  b e g i n n i n g  o n 
Wednesday, September 17th 
through Sunday, September 
21st.  Hours will be from 9:00 AM through 7:00 
PM Wednesday – Saturday, with a special 
candle-light walk occurring after dusk on 
Saturday evening.  The labyrinth hours on 
Sunday will be from 12 noon until 7:00 PM.    

Ladies, mark Friday September 12th on your 
calendars.  That is the date of the next ladies 
luncheon — 11:30 am at the Holiday Inn.  
This is a change of location.  A group of men 
golfers had already reserved the dining room at 
the city golf course so we had to find another 
location.   

Please come and join us for good food, 
fellowship, and fun!  You won’t want to miss the 
opportunity to be in on the napkin note logo. 

Call                                                                 
Kay Beland 354-2792 or                           

Ronnie Stevens 471-2520                                
for more information - or for a ride. 

Ladies Luncheon                                                      
Ronnie Stevens  

Once again, we  are hosting A Greater Gift Sale 
that will feature fairly traded handcrafts from 
artisans in developing regions around the world. 
The sale is tentatively scheduled for October 
31 and November 1, but could possibly be 
moved forward a week to avoid Halloween.  A 
planning meeting will be held on Thursday, 
Sept. 4 at 10 a.m. to discuss this - and help 
Marcia remember all those great ideas we had 
last year for improving the sale.  Anyone 
interested is welcome to participate, whether or 
not you have participated in the past.  

For anyone who is not familiar with SERRV/A 
Greater Gift, the sales feature fairly traded 
handcrafts from artisans in developing regions 
around the world,  including underprivileged 
parts of the U.S. Every purchase directly helps 
improve working conditions, access to 
healthcare and education for the artisans and 
their families by offering them fair wages for 
their crafts.   

Special opportunity to help! Denise Fusina is 
helping develop a new database for SERRV, to 
track orders and sales, and we are looking for 
someone with basic computer skills to help 
maintain it once we have it going;  database 
expertise will not be necessary.  If you are 
interested, let Marcia or Denise know. 

34th Annual Greater Gift Bazaar (SERRV)                                                                 
Maria Aten, SERRV Ministry Team  



Board of Directors Meeting  Highlights 
Denise Fusina, Associate for Administration 

Program, varied worship opportunities (such as 
recently with the Group WorkCamp 
Participants), new social men’s group and 
women’s group, and the Vision Committee will 
soon present insights and recommendations.  

JOINT SERVICE WITH FIRST PRESBYTERIAN:  The 
recent service at First Presbyterian received 
many positive comments.  The next joint 
worship, December 28, 2008, was approved 
with the location yet to be designated.   

FINANCE:  Stewardship kicks off in October.  
Wrap up will be a special fellowship time on 
Sunday, October 26th. 

OUTREACH: Shari Davis shared some 
membership concerns and thoughts about the 
ad campaign.     

VISIONING:  The Committee requested that the 
Board and Staff join them in an all day visioning 
session September 13, 2008.  The committee 
will present five areas of Committee vision and 
will solicit Board input in determining the 
direction of our church before sharing the vision 
with the congregation. 

Copies of the full Board Minutes as well as 
Board Report packets can be found at the 

Calendar Podium outside the Church Office. 

You may also request copies by email.  
E m a i l  y o u r  r e q u e s t  t o : 

office@uccalpena.org 

At the August 11th meeting of the Board of 
Directors several items were acted upon. 

ELEVATOR OUTSIDE ACCESS:  The Board 
authorized the Property Committee to 
investigate further details before the Board will 
proceed with a decision regarding the Handicap 
accessibility of the outside door to the Elevator 
area. 

SAFE CHURCH POLICY:  The Board accepted the 
Safe Church Policy as it was presented.  It will 
be available in the Church Office. 

UPDATE ON MEMBERSHIP CONCERNS:  Shari 
Davis shared information about the Outreach 
Committee process regarding infrequent 
attendees.  Delilah Tretinik provides the 
Committee with a listing of individuals classified 
as infrequent attendees.  The Committee 
members make contact with all listed persons.  
Many have a history or pattern of this type of 
attendance and the Committee feels annual 
contact would be appropriate. For those not 
fulfilling the By-laws membership requirements 
(attendance or financial support or church 
activity participation) a letter is sent requesting 
their intentions.  Based on responses to those 
letters, some are removed, by Board action, 
from the membership roster.  Activities to 
encourage additional attendance and 
membership are in process.   Some items 
include realignment of the Christian Education 

Page 5 

Has your pocketbook been bulging with that Government Stimulus 

check?  We have had some response ($30.00) for sharing a  

portion of the stimulus windfall with the Church.  Please give 

consideration to sharing your cash windfall by giving 10%, a Biblical 

tithe, to your Church.  Simply indicate on your donation that it is for 

Church Budget Fundraising.  We will be very grateful if you would 

include your Church needs in your  Stimulus Check spending plan.   

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO HAVE SHARED IN THIS FUNDRAISER!!!! 

Stimulation Finale 

 Fundraising Committee 



If you look at the information of 

everyday things figures and facts 

will speak to you.  The exhibition 

pu ts  bo th  i m pu lses  and 

encouragement not to stay 

speechless but to overcome family 

violence.  

For our church an intensive co-

operation with partners outside the 

church is very important: with local 

organizations and institutions 

which are engaged in this subject, 

advice centers and social political 

actors as well as the department 

for generation, family, women and 

integrations of our federal state. 

Alfred Bub (Praeses of the Evangelical 

Church of Westphalia) 

Within the bounds of the ―Decade 

to Overcome Violence‖ an 

interesting exhibition will take 

place in Gelsenkirchen this month: 

Rosenstrasse 76 

Violence at home destroys human 

life and living together.  Its reasons 

are profound.  Violence in the 

family is one of the heaviest 

threats of human dignity in 

Germany.  What is happening 

behind the doors of the exhibition 

―Rosenstrasse 76‖ is happening 

everywhere: in narrow flats in the 

city or in distinguished villas, in 

families which are affected by 

unemployment or in civilized 

relations—in short: all around our 

surrounding. 

Erich writes: 

“Attached you find some 

information about this 

exhibition you can share 

with your parish.  I hope 

you are all doing well.  

Many greetings and 

blessings.” 
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Greetings from Gelsenkirchen, Germany                
Diana Standen,  German Outreach Ministry Team Member 

Workshop Rotation                                                                                                     
Betsy Adamus, Associate for Music and Christian Education 

 

Christian Education classes for grades Pre-K through Grade 6 will begin on Sunday, September 
14th.  Children will be dismissed to their classes right after the Children’s Message (before the 
sermon).  Classes will last approximately 1 hour, with children coming to the Fellowship Hall for a 
closing activity, refreshments and an opportunity to share with others what they learned in their 
classes. 

The theme for the Workshop Rotation classes this year is ―The Quest for Identity‖.  Some of the 
stories covered are ―Jacob and Esau‖, ―Joseph and His Brothers‖, ―Joseph in Egypt‖, ―The Samaritan 
Woman at the Well‖, ―Zacchaeus‖ and ―Mary Magdalene‖. 

Workshops will include: ―Bedouin Encampment‖ and ―Mary and Martha’s Bed and 
Breakfast‖ (storytelling and activities centers), ―Created by the Spirit‖ (art), ―Eat Your Way through 
the Bible‖ (prepare and eat food as an illustration of the Bible story), ―Puppet Mania‖ (puppetry) and 
―Faith Issues Today‖ (making the Bible story relevant to issues of today’s world.) 

The congregation will have the opportunity to see examples of the curriculum, visit some of the 
workshops, and explore numerous opportunities for volunteering and participating in this 
year’s Christian Education program during the Intergenerational Event to be held on Sunday, 

September 7th in the Fellowship Hall, immediately following morning worship services.  
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Children’s Sabbath                                                                                                 
Betsy Adamus, Associate for Music and Christian Education 

 

On Sunday, October 19th, our congregation will join with thousands of congregations across the 
nation and once again celebrate the National Observance of Children’s Sabbath.                            
This year’s theme is:  

“When Will We Hear Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s                                                     

Call to End Poverty in America?”   

The focus will be on Dr. King’s warnings about materialism and poverty, militarism, 
and racism - threats that still jeopardize our nation’s children today.  These threats are 
seen in America’s child poverty rate, which leaves one in six children in poverty; seen in violence in 
neighborhoods and schools and among nations; and seen in continuing racism. 

Together, our congregation and many others will consider children suffering from need, harm, and 
hate and determine what we can do – in light of our faith - to ensure that all children know justice, 
peace, and love. 

Please watch for a special mailing in late September detailing what you can do to help with this 
exciting annual project. 

We’ll be resuming our Adult Christian Education class on Sunday September 14. Plan to join us 
after the worship service that day in the Lower Lounge to talk about issues of the day and how we 
can live them out as Christians. If you have a topic you would like to talk about, let Rev. Tom know. 
If you would like to lead the discussion on a Sunday, talk with Rev. Tom. Many resources are avail-
able or we can create them for a topic that you want to lead.  

Practical Theology - Adult Christian Education                            
Rev. Tom Orth 

Reuniting the Children of Abraham  -  

Fall United Northern Association Meeting                                                                  

Rev. Tom Orth 

 

Join us Friday and Saturday September 26 & 27 in 
Traverse City to see the program on how these three 
faiths – Christianity, Islam and Judaism - can talk 
together and work together. Because of the positive 
experience we had with this program, here in Alpena a 
year ago, this program is being presented to all 21 UCC 
churches in the United Northern Association.  

This special fall meeting is for everyone, not just the 
church delegates to the UNA. We are making a 
special effort to have senior high youth attend also.  
If you are interested, see Rev. Tom for more information 
soon. Motels in Traverse City will be hard to get during 
the fall color time of year.  

 

Comstock Grant 

DEADLINES                                         
 

September  3       

First Congregational 
UCC (in-house) applications                  
due for Board approval 

 

October 1 

Community applications               
due to the church office 
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The Neighbors in Need offering, which we will receive on September 21, supports the UCC’s 
ministries of justice and compassion throughout the United States.  Two-thirds of the offering is 
used by the UCC’s Justice and Witness Ministries to fund a wide array of local and national 
justice initiatives, advocacy efforts, and direct service projects.  Through UCCTakeAction.org, our 
national Justice and Witness Ministries office offers resources, news updates, and action alerts 
on a broad spectrum of justice issues.  Working with members of the UCC Justice and Peace 
Action Network (a network of thousands of UCC justice and peace advocates), Justice and 
Witness continues its strong policy advocacy work on issues such as the federal budget, voting 
rights, immigration, health care, hate crimes, civil liberties, and environmental justice. 

Neighbors in Need also supports our American Indian neighbors in the UCC.  One-third of the 
offering supports the UCC’s Council for American Indian Ministries (CAIM). Historically, forebears 
of the UCC established churches and worked with Lakota, Dakota, Nakota, Mandan, Hidatsa, 
Arickara, and Hocak in North and South Dakota, Wisconsin, and northern Nebraska. 

Today there are 20 UCC congregations on reservations and one urban, multi-tribal UCC 
congregation in Minneapolis, Minnesota.  These churches and their pastors are supported by 
CAIM. CAIM is also an invaluable resource for more than 1,000 individuals from dozens of other 
tribes and nations who are members of other UCC congregations in the U.S. 

Neighbors in Need helps make another world possible.  It needs your support. Please give 
generously.  And remember, contributions to Neighbors in Need can be made online, at 

any time, at: www.ucc.org/nin. 

Neighbors in Need—Another World is Possible 

Kathy Dempsey, Mission Committee 

Phone: 989-356-1795 

Fax: 989-356-8825 

Email: fcong@uccalpena.org 

Office Hours: 9:00 am — 1:00 pm Monday — Friday 

First Congregational  United Church of Christ  
201 South Second Avenue 
Alpena, MI   49707 

Sunday Worship Service  10:00 a.m. 

Christian Education  

Fellowship Time following Worship 

Nursery (Birth—2 years) 10:00 a.m. 
 

Pastor: Rev. Thomas W. Orth 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. H. Robert Case 

Assoc. for Music & Education: Betsy Adamus 

Assoc. For Youth & Family: Bob Carr 

Assoc. for Administration: Denise Fusina 

Choir Director: Judith Case 

Treasurer: Dennis Artley 


