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Good News! 

  Following is a quote taken from the 2006 Church Evaluation Survey,  

Church Strengths 

òNot afraid to try new programs.  Chancel choir.. Community 
involvement.ó 

 Still Speaking 
Newsletter of First Congregational United Church of Christ of Alpena 

Starting in mid-summer, your Stewardship Committee has been 

meeting and organizing our finance campaign for 2009.  We have a 

new nameñStewardship Committee, which is really an old name.  

And we have some new facesñBelinda Hanna, Ann Gerow and 

Barbara Kett, along with young veteran Rev. Tom Orth and older 

veterans Lucas Pfeiffenberger and Gordon Nethercut.  And, weõre 

carrying over the theme from last yearõs  successful campaignñ

MINDFULNESS GIVING!  

Each Sunday during October youõll be 

hearing from the pulpit during Morning 

Worship about the meaning and joy of 

pledging your support to our church.  

Speakers sharing telling of how our 

church has impacted their lives will be 

Glen Kett, Pat Labadie, Gibbs-Kibbe 

family, and Marcia Aten.  Also each of 

the October Sunday Bulletins will include some information we have 

prepared for your consideration. 
 

In mid-October weõll be mailing out the pledge cards.  Please plan to 

bring your completed pledge card to the altar during Morning 

Worship on October 26.  If that is not possible, please send it to the 

church office before that date.  And, after worship on October 26, 

please join us in Fellowship Hall for the extra-special celebration 

reception sponsored by our committee. 

Mindfully giving é. 

to our local church supports our ministries, near and far.   

Itõs Mindfulness Giving  Time AgainñYeah! 

Gordon Nethercut, Stewardship Committee 



Justice, charity and peace are all practices that 
I believe Jesus calls us to in our Christian 
living, yet understanding the differences 
between them is crucial. 

Often questioned is the difference between 
justice and charity. I recently read a new 
definition which helped me better understand 
them. 

Our Christian faith is based on compassion; 
the compassion God has for us, represented in 
Christ. The compassion we have for each other 
is represented in caring and doing for each 
other. 

Charity is one on one compassion. Taking care 
of the needs of another is compassion. It is 
charity when we share food, provide clothes or 
shelter or sit with another in pain. 

Justice is the social form of compassion.  
Justice is caring for a group and being 
concerned about why they are suffering as a 
group.  Seeking justice is working to change 
systems in society that cause discrimination 
against people. 

We are a just peace church. We believe there 
cannot be peace without justice. That justice is 
not a retributive justice which seeks a 
punishment for a crime, but rather it is a 
distributive justice that says when everyone 
has enough to meet their needs, there is 
justice and a sharing in God’s Kingdom. 

We also believe that there cannot be justice 
without peace. Peace is not just the absence of 
physical violence. When power is used by the 
few to control the many, there is no peace. 
Peace is the equal treatment of all with no use 
of intimidation or coercion, whether physical, 
verbal, psychological or group, to control 
people. Power must be distributed equally 
because all people are God’s children. 

Charity, justice and peace are interconnected, 
starting with how we treat other individuals, but 
not ending until the whole society is treated as 
part of God’s Kingdom. 

Pastorõs Column                                                    
Rev. Tom Orth 
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    August       Year to Date 

 Mission Pledge $  1,500     $ 12,000 

 Received      1,279        11,553 

 Short   $     221     $      447 

 

 General Fund  $  9,417     $75,333 

 Received      7,813       67,181 

 Short     $  1,604     $  8,152  

 Treasurer Report                              
 Dennis Artley, Treasurer 

The CGGGôs next breakfast will be Tuesday 
October 14th @ 8:30 am.  We will be meeting 
again at the Chisholm St. Big Boy.  At our last 
gathering we reached a consensus on solving the 
problems of the Detroit Lions ….   If you missed, 
join us and discover our conclusion.  

Also in the works …. an Ice Diggers game … 

Gentleman … bring a friend … all are welcome …. 

For more information call Glen Kett  358-2519.... 

Men of the Church 

Glen Kett, CGGG Member 

QRC Continues 

Jennie Kerr, Fundraising Committee 

Some fundraisers take longer and last 

longer than others.  The Q R C is the kind 

that goes on and on.  By the end of 

September about 50 individuals will have 

been given their Q R C color dotted envelope 

ð and we arenõt finished yet.  One of these 

Sundays you will receive your color dotted 

envelope for the QUIET REQUEST 

CAMPAIGN.  Be sure to check the inside 

information and respond by returning the 

envelope showing your participation.  

Everyone will have an opportunity to be a 

part of the QUIET REQUEST CAMPAIGN. Your 

turn is coming. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

October  Birthdays 
 

1 Delilah Tretinik 

1 Elyse Clarke 

2 Rick Parr 

3 Linda Clegg 

3 Sarah Zeller 

4 Ed Bastow 

5 Timothy Standen 

6 Doris Lance 

6 Val Upham 

7 Alexandra Langerfeld 

9 Thelma McDonald 

9 Sharyl Davis 

9 Ethan Clarke 

11 Duffy Gorski 

12 Allison Kamyszek 

13 Glen Kett 

14 Kevin Langerfeld 

15 Brynna Smith 

16 Haley Birmingham 

18 Deborah Werner 

19 Ian Smith 

21 Barbara Zubi 

22 Roxanne Dixon 

23 Stacie Anderson 

23 Katheryne VanTrump 

26 Eric Lindsay 

28 Sarah Saunders 

28 Kathleen Aguirre 

30 Adamm Thomas 
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October Anniversaries 
                       

1 Nancy and William Wedge 

7 Ethan and Shelly Clarke 

10 Chuck and Debra Smith 

14 Beverly and Lloyd Aikens 

21 Linda and Bill Clegg 

23 Jay and Marilyn Kettler 

      

The fall clean up of three miles on Hwy-65 
was done by groups.  Deb Grubaugh and 
Joyce Langerfeld covered the first mile on 
Monday morning, September 15th.  David 
and Andrea Sigmon with their three children 
covered a  portion of the second mile on late Tuesday afternoon, 
September 16th.  Katy and Belinda Aguirre plus Lucas 
Pfeiffenberger covered the remainder of the second mile and 
third mile Tuesday evening.  The amount of trash was not 
excessive filling portions of 5 bags.  The temperature was 
comfortable and by starting on the highway at 5:40 PM there was 
adequate daylight, for the sun set at 7:30 PM. 

AdoptñAñHighway                                                                      
Lucas Pfeiffenberger  

Thank You! 

Bob Carr, Associate for Youth and Family 

A great big óThank Youô goes out to Tom and 
Deb Grubaugh for their brave excursion into 
teaching. They graciously volunteered to teach 
the first- ever, brand-new senior teens Christian 
Education class. Tom commented that things 
went well and the topic of Teen Peer Pressure 
was covered with the kids quite completely. This 
was not completely new for the Grubaughs, as 

they have taught some of our classes in the past. We thank you, 
Tom and Deb, for your support of our new class and our youth! 
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LARCC Worship Service 
Sunday, November 27                            

Rev. Tom Orth 

 

The LARCC churches will gather on Sunday 
evening November 2 at 7PM in the Trinity 
Episcopal Church for a time of prayer to 
celebrate our unity in Christ. This service will 
have a special focus on remembering those 
who have died who have influenced us and 
drawn us closer to God by their love and 
example. We request that names and/or small 
photographs of these individuals be brought 
with you so they may be attached to a cross 
that will pass from parish to parish throughout 
the year. 

Plan to attend the first fun night October 3rd!  
And—we know you will have fun—so put Friday, 
November 7th on your calendar now.  Another 
fun night with church family and friends.   

Pizza and Trivia, Friday, November 7th. 

Church Fun Night                                           
Outreach Committee 

Design a Banner for LARCC                                          
Rev. Tom Orth 

 

The LARCC Steering Committee is requesting 
your assistance in designing a Banner to 
celebrate our unity in Christ. The banner will be 
used at our worship services and activities. 
Suggested designs are to be submitted to 
our church office by Dec 1, 2008. Thank you for 
your help in this endeavor. 

 

COME ONE - COME ALL 

Church Fun Night 

Friday ï October 3
rd

 
 

Time: 5:30 pm Dinner (provided) 

Menu: 

Sloppy Joes 

Chips 

Veggies 

Beverages 

Dessert 
 

Games begin right after dinner at  

 approximately 6:30 pm  
 

Bring Games of your choice: 

Euchre 

Pinochle 

Scrabble 

Monopoly 

Chess 

Trivial Pursuit 

Bridge 

Checkers 

Sequence 

Etc. 
 

So we can plan, please sign up on the 
clipboard at the back of the Church. 

Friends are welcome! 

First Congregational UCC 

Fellowship Hall 



 

COMING IN OCTOBER...  
 

THE 34th ANNUAL  
SERRV BAZAAR 

 

 

 
 

 

We will again be hosting A Greater Gift sale that will feature fairly traded handcrafts from artisans 
in developing regions around the world. The sale will be held beginning on Halloween (note 
change in Friday hours!)  
 

FRIDAY, OCTOBER  31, 2 - 6 PM 

 AND   

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1, 10-2 PM 
 

  Featured items include jewelry, textiles, baskets, and more! 
Musical instruments!      Toys and books!     Fair Trade coffee, tea and chocolate! 

 

All of the high quality crafts sold at the sale are hand-made by artisans from 35 countries around 
the world including underprivileged parts of the U.S. Every purchase directly helps improve 
working conditions, access to healthcare and education for the artisans and their families by 
offering them fair wages for their crafts. 
 

HELP WANTED! -  sign up sheets will be posted for all the wonderful people who help set 
up and handle the sales at the bazaar.  We are considering adding some hot soup and coffee, 
and possibly other treats ..... bright ideas welcome! 

 

COMMENTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD - WHY WE DO THE BAZAAR: 
 

This work is not just so that our families can eat. A certain percentage of the income goes to 
improving the community. For example, when the schools needed desks, we gave a donation. 
We also get frequent requests for other kinds of economic aid. We can’t solve the problems 
ourselves, but we try to put our grain of salt in everything. - Manuel Alvarez - UPA, Mexico. 

 

I thank you for looking for a partner here. We were thinking we were useless 
but now we are no longer useless. - Venantie - Jyambere Mutegarugori, 
Rwanda. 

 

Now the men help - they support the women. This is a change in the 
mindset. Now they praise our work; they ask what they can do to help. The 
basket making brings the family together – the husband, the wife, the 
children. - R. Mangai - SHARE, India. 
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Board of Directors Meeting  Highlights 
Denise Fusina, Associate for Administration 

Committee beginning January 2009.  

FUNDRAISING:  Congratulations! and Thank You! 
to Jennie Kerr for her outstanding efforts. Board 
President, Steve Tretinik will write a personal 
thank you note on behalf of the board.  In 
consideration of the significant efforts of the 
small (yet energetic) Fundraising Committee 
and the Committee’s original purpose to review 
and coordinate (not handle all) fundraisers; the 
Board is reviewing methods to encourage 
fundraising ideas and action by individuals and 
groups of the church. 

MISSION:  Jennie Morey is moving and will need 
some furniture - bed, recliner, etc.  Rachel 
Morey will also be in need of some household 
items.  Please let Kathy Dempsey know if you 
have any items. 

OUTREACH:  Church Fun Nights are coming up 
Oct. 3rd and Nov. 7th.  They will include food, 
games, and activities for everyone of the church.  
The church outdoor sign has encountered some 
zoning restrictions.  The Board supports the 
Committee’s request to use a portion of the 
previously approved sign amount ($1,000 total 
approved) toward a variance fee required to 
request a zoning variance.  The Committee 
reviewed those absent during July worship and 
concluded the absence was not related to the 
new summer worship time.  August numbers will 
be reviewed at the October Board meeting. 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE: There will soon be an 
addition to the Memorial Garden. The Board 
approved the addition, at no cost to the church, 
of a fresh cut flower receptacle.  Appropriate 
revisions will be made to the Memorial Garden 
Bylaws. 

Additionally, the Board approved ―pasting‖ the 
two communion hymns in the back of the 
hymnal.   

 

Copies of the full Board Minutes as well as 
Board Report packets can be found at the 

Calendar Podium outside the Church Office. 

Highlights of the September Board meeting: 

COMSTOCK DISBURSEMENT PLAN:  Approval of  
$102,588 Comstock disbursement plan as 
recommended by the Investment Committee.  

IN HOUSE COMSTOCK REQUESTS:  Approval of the 
―In-House‖ Comstock Grant Requests for 
submission to the Comstock Committee for 
review with all other grant requests.  

PASTOR AND CHURCH EVALUATION:  Approval of 
the Pastoral Relations Committee plan to 
replicate the church and pastor survey of 2006 
and distribute the third week of September.  

FORMAL ACCEPTANCE OF MEMORIAL GIFTS: The 
Board accepted the $200 monetary donation 
from the Weise family, in honor of Marge Weise, 
to support the youth program. The Board also 
accepted the Sado Watanabe, ―Mary 
Discovering Jesus at the Tomb,‖ print from the 
Margaret Cruise family.   The print is from 
Margaret’s home.  The church has two other 
Watanabe prints hanging in the main, Second 
Avenue stairwell.  The Board agreed that Rev. 
Tom’s office would be an appropriate location for 
the print. 

STEWARDSHIP:  Approved the addition of Barb 
Kett to the Stewardship Committee.  Also, it was 
noted that the Committee’s name, formerly 
Finance, is Stewardship Committee. 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION VOLUNTEERS:  Are crucial 
to this year’s children and youth CE.  Both Bob 
Carr and Betsy Adamus are still in need of 
volunteers to assist with these Sunday morning 
programs. 

PASTOR:  Rev. Tom Orth, in conjunction with 
Rev. Steve Hammond of First Presbyterian is 
leading a Wednesday evening Bible Study.  

 VISIONING: Committee has been hard at work 
preparing presentations for the Board Session  
Saturday, September 13th, 9a – 3p. 

PASTORAL RELATIONS: At the October Board 
meeting, the Committee will offer their 
recommendations regarding the formation / 
responsibilities of a new Pastoral Relations 
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NEW Adult Education Classes for  Fall 
Betsy Adamus, Associate for Music and Christian Education 

 

Writing Your Spiritual Autobiography: One year, once per month class 

Over the course of the year, we shall gather to share the writing or artwork of our unfolding spiritual 
journey.  In poetry, prose or art, we’ll select the twelve most important ―movements‖ in our lives that 
have brought us to our current understanding of faith and spirit. At the end of the year, students may 
submit their best work to be published in a single book that looks at the spiritual journey of adults.   
Submission for possible publication is NOT a demand of the class.  We will meet the second Sunday 
of the month after morning worship service(11:30-ish).  Our first meeting falls on October 12, 2008. 

 

Chair Yoga: Prayer through Supported Stretching 

This class is a study in how gentle, supported movement creates the focus and openness in the body 
for silent prayer.  Each class includes stretches, gentle breath-work, and a time of deep relaxation.  
This class is suitable for all ages of folks and ability levels.  The basic guidelines for cardiac rehab and 
diabetes safety will be followed, ensuring a pleasant and safe experience for all.  Taught by Hatha 
Yoga Therapist Kimberly Beyer Nelson.  This class begins on October 1, and runs from 10 AM to 
10:45 AM in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Getting to Know Hildegard Von Bingen:   

We’ll start with a film about this mystic’s life, then spend a session with her music and artwork, and 
finally read two of her written works.  Did you know that Hildegard wrote the very first known Opera, 
some 300 years before Opera became cool?  That she was an herbalist, an artist, a talented musician 
and a tough woman who went toe to toe with the Pope?  Come and explore the life of this fascinating 
mystic!  This three week class begins October 8, and runs from 5:30 to 7:30 PM. 

 

Hollywoodôs Jesus: Four Portraits of Jesus: 

We will view Jesus Christ, Superstar, The Last Temptation of Christ, Jesus of Montreal, and The 
Passion to see how the past forty years of film theology have affected the way we think of Jesus.  
After each film, we’ll take home leading questions to muse about and return the following week ready 
to share our thoughts.  This eight week class begins October 29th, from 5:30 – 7:30 PM. 

 

Call the First Congregational United Church of Christ office, 356-1795, to register 

for these exciting fall classes.  They are free and open to the public, so be 

sure to share this flyer with friends and family in the community! 

 

 First Congregational United Church of Christ 

   201 South Second Ave. 

        Alpena, MI 49707 

             89-356-1795 

 

Page 7 



Page 8 

The September 5 & 6 Rummage Sale brought in 
an excess of $760 for the Church General Fund.  
Thank you to everyone who brought in goods to 
be sold and many of you who came back to 
purchase something –we hope you didn’t buy 
back your own donations!!!  A big THANK YOU 
to those who helped with the sale.  Some of you 
signed up to help and showed up for even more 
time than you signed for --- Janet Artley, Marcia 
Aten, Belinda Hanna, Thelma Hartwick, Dodi 
Lance and Ronnie Stevens.  Others pitched in 
when they saw the extreme need for help – 
Betsy Adamus, Joan and Sonny Chrzan and 
Deb Grubaugh.  Thanks also to Denise Fusina 
and Vernie Nethercut for assistance with the 
publicity, bulletin announcements etc. 

All helping hands                                            

were greatly appreciated. 

Rummage Report                                                                
Jennie Kerr, Fundraising  Committee 

Feed A Family                                             
Bill Haase, Missions Committee 

 

T h e  S a l v a t i o n  A r m y 
representative reports great 
response from the community on 
food supplies. There is a 
continuing need for bathroom 
and baby supplies, and personal 
items.  Popular food items 

include fresh fruit and vegetables, meals in a 
box or can, i.e. spaghetti, ravioli, macaroni and 
cheese. Don't forget peanut butter and jelly. Lets 
focus on these items in our weekly shopping for 
the Feed A Family Program.   

―The 7 members of the 
Visioning committee 
have been hard at 
work since they were 
appointed by the board 
in April.  Meeting 2-3 
time each month, they 
have reviewed the 
m a n y 
accomplishments in 
our church history, 

examined current programs & practices, and 
dreamed together what God’s will might be for 
our congregation in the future. 

On Saturday, September 13 we met with the 
Board of Directors and the entire church staff for 
the day to share our work to date, but more 
importantly, gather additional ideas and priorities 
from each person attending.  What a wonderful 
and revitalizing experience the day was! 

The next step in focusing our vision will be to 
invite all the members of the congregation to 
participate in this joyous, invigorating and 
thoughtful experience.  We hope to finalize the 
details at the next board meeting and be ready 
to move together to the future with clear mindful 
purpose and joyful hearts. 

A Vision of OUR Churchõs Future                
Jay Kettler, Visioning Committee  

This month’s luncheon will be held on the  

second Friday, Oct 10th, at 11:30 AM at the 
Alpena Golf Course on Golf Course Road.  

We had 25 ladies at our last luncheon!!   

Remember, this is open to all ladies in the 
church—so please join us for fun, fellowship 
and good food. 

 

Call  Kay Beland 354-2792  

or Ronnie Stevens 471-2520                                
for more information -  

or for a ride. 

Attention Ladies                                             
Ronnie Stevens , Luncheon Ladies 

Committee Chairs and Ministry Team Leaders 

will meet  for an                                                       

Advent and Christmas Season Planning 

meeting at noon on Tuesday October 14th 



Please, worship with us on Sunday, October 19
th

,                                        
as we join together with hundreds of other congregations across the 

United States to resolve to bring hope and healing to all children. 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. proclaimed ñOur only 
hope today lies in our ability to recapture the 
revolutionary spirit and go out into a sometimes 
hostile world declaring eternal opposition to 
poverty, racism, and militarism.  With this 
powerful commitment, we shall boldly challenge 
the status quo and unjust moresé and thereby 
speed the dayò when God’s vision for our world 
is finally realized. 
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Childrenõs Sabbath                                                                  
Betsy Adamus, Associate for Music and Christian Education 

Weise Family Gift                                 

Rev. Tom Orth 
 

Patty Reid, a niece of Marge Weise, and other 
family members have made a donation to the 
church honoring Marge’s long interest and 
concern for the youth and their program. The 
staff in consultation with the family members 
recommended that the donation be used to 
purchase speakers for use with the DVD player 
and computer, a computer accessory to 
facilitate a game the youth enjoy and another 
computer accessory to support using our digital 
camera. The Board of Directors approved 
accepting this donation. 

When Will We Hear 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.ôs  

Call to End Poverty 

 in America? 

È Sunday, October 19
th     
È
    

●  Together, places of worship and people of faith must commit to working for peace in 

neighborhoods and among nations.  Will you? 

●  Together, places of worship and people of faith must commit to working to end poverty 
so that every child has what he or she needs to survive and thrive, from food and housing 

to health care and a quality education.  Will you? 

●  Together, places of worship and people of faith must commit to challenging racism and 
assuring that every child is treated as a beloved child of God and given the love, respect, 

and opportunities they deserve.  Will you? 

Cruise Family Gift                             

Rev. Tom Orth 
 

The Cruise family, Andy, Bob and Steve, 
offered to the church a Sadao Watanabe print 
that was a favorite of their mother Margaret. We 
have several Watanabe prints that were gifts of 
the Fitzgerald family to the church hanging in 
the Second Avenue stairwell. The print from 
Margaret is said to be Mary Discovering Jesus 
at the Tomb. The Board of Directors approved 
accepting this donation at the September 
meeting. 
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 Still Speaking 
                 Newsletter of First Congregational United Church of Christ of Alpena 

Tuesday, October 21st is the date for our Fall Special Midweek Communion service.  It will be 
held at noon on that day in the Barksdale Chapel and will be followed by a luncheon fellowship 
time in the Fellowship Hall.  We welcome all members to this special event and especially those 
of you who are not always able to attend our regular Sunday services.   

Please let us know by Friday, October 17  

if you plan to attend and if you need a ride. 

Call the Church at 356-1795.  We hope you will join us. 

Fall Midweek Communion and Fellowship 

Jennie Kerr,  Midweek Communion and Fellowship Ministry Team 

 

Comstock Grant 

DEADLINE                                         

October 1 

Grant applications are              
due to the church office. 

The church and pastoral evaluation questionnaire was 
sent out to all church members on September 18th.  If you 
have not received one, please contact the church office.   

Questionnaires should be returned to the church office     

as soon as possible—but not later than October 10th. 
 

Please Respond!   

Hearing YOUR voice is important! 

Church / Pastor Questionnaire                               
Curt Davis,  Pastoral Relations Committee 

Phone: 989-356-1795  

Fax: 989-356-8825  

Email: fcong@uccalpena.org 

Office Hours: 9:00 am ñ 1:00 pm Monday ñ Friday 

First Congregational  United Church of Christ  
201 South Second Avenue 
Alpena, MI   49707 

Sunday Worship Service  10:00 a.m. 

Christian Education  

Fellowship Time following Worship 

Nursery (Birthñ2 years) 10:00 a.m. 

 

Pastor: Rev. Thomas W. Orth 

Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Dr. H. Robert Case 

Assoc. for Music & Education: Betsy Adamus 

Assoc. For Youth & Family: Bob Carr 

Assoc. for Administration: Denise Fusina 

Choir Director: Judith Case 

Treasurer: Dennis Artley 


