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Good News! 

  Following is a quote taken from the 2006 Church Evaluation Survey,  

Church Strengths 

Mission work/support.  Facility maintenance.                  
Volunteerism.  Community Relations. 

 Still Speaking 
Newsletter of First Congregational United Church of Christ of Alpena 

Join with members from First Presbyterian Church, Grace Lutheran and St. 
Paul Lutheran as we take this time to offer a special thanks to God. For the 
last several years, we have joined this special worship service. This year we 
are host to the service. You are invited to worship with our neighbors on 

November 26th at 7:00 PM.  

Thanksgiving Eve Service 

Rev. Tom Orth 

The Board of Directors and Visioning committee invite you to a very special 

Sunday worship experience on Thanksgiving Sunday, November 23, 2008.  

We will gather at 10am that morning in fellowship hall for a combination 

worship service of thanksgiving, sharing of ideas from the visioning process 

so far, gathering of additional ideas from all members attending, and special 

meal.  Were you a member when our current sanctuary was built years ago 

and all services were held in fellowship hall until it was finished?  Please 

join us around the tables to share your memories, break bread together, 

and give your ideas for the direction we need to go as a congregation in the 

future. 

Looking Back with Thanksgiving;                                                                          

                                                            Looking Forward with Vision 

Jay Kettler, Co-chair  of Visioning Committee 



Work on a vision for our churchôs future has 
been ongoing over these last 6 months. The 
process began with the appointment of a 
Vision Committee by the Board of Directors. 
Then I presented ideas in 4 areas ï worship, 
faith growth, mission and fellowship/care ï that 
came from my statement in the annual report. 

The Vision Committee took the 4 areas and 
made them 5, separating care from fellowship. 
Subcommittees of the Vision Committee then 
added their ideas to those I had presented. 
The ideas were discussed, refined and 
selected for further consideration. 

Next the Board of Directors along with the 
committee and staff had a retreat in which they 
considered the ideas in the 5 categories adding 
more ideas. Then, an order of importance was 
given to the ideas in each category. 

Now we need your input, your ideas and what 
you think is important. We need to know what 
you think should be the next steps we should 
take as a church. 

On Sunday November 23, we will have a 
special service combining worship with the 
opportunity for everyone to add their thoughts 
to the ideas presented so far. And of course, 
we will have a meal as part of it. We want 
everyone to have the opportunity to give ideas 
and respond to what is being considered. 

In each of the 5 categories, there are ideas of 
specific steps to take that will enhance that 
area of our life together. We have moved to 
creating a plan of action that we should be 
doing together in our calling to be Godôs church 
in this time and place. 

That is why it is vital to have you join us on 
Sunday November 23. Together we need to 
hear more ideas, to talk them out and to then 
decide on what our church should be doing. 

It is hard work. It is vital work. It is our work. 
God is calling on us to co-create this new 
Kingdom here and now. 

Thanks and look forward to seeing you there. 

Pastorõs Column                                                    
Rev. Tom Orth 
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   September     Year to Date  

 Mission Pledge $  1,500     $ 13,500 

 Received      1,330        12,883 

 Short   $     170     $      617 

 

 General Fund  $  9,417     $ 84,750 

 Received      7,153        74,334 

 Short      $  2,264     $ 10,416 

 Treasurer Report                              
 Dennis Artley, Treasurer 

Thank You! 
Jennie Cavin and Family 

A belated ñthank youò to all my church family for 
your prayers, cards, letters, calls, food and 
support during the very difficult time of Tedôs 
battle with cancer. 

We all are blessed with a very caring, supportive 
and loving pastor, Tom.  Also a wonderful team, 
headed by Joan Chrzan, who took great care 
presenting an outstanding, beautiful luncheon for 
an outstanding man.   

Thanks to all. 

In case you are unaware, we have an angel in 
our midst.   

The drapes in the lower lounge were very soiled 
as it had been some time since they had been 
cleaned.  After the cleaning, due to the age of 
these drapes and sun damage, two pairs of the 
drapes were ripped.  Lynne Steward took on the 
task of repairing the drapes so that we can get a 
few more years of use out of them. 

Thank you Lynne! 

Angels 

Janet Artley, Property Committee 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 

Birthdays 
 

1 Dan Kibbe 

2 Annette Trelfa 

6 John McConnell 

6 Angela Huizenga 

6 Elizabeth Gerow 

8 Marilyn Kettler 

9 Matthew Gerow 

10 Bill Haase 

11 Olivia Brunetti 

13 Jacob VanTrump 

14 Diana Standen 

16 Kay Beland 

20 Gerald Olsen 

20 Daniel VanTrump 

20 Ginger Davis 

25 Richard Milligan 

26 Wyatt Hanna 

26 Madisyn Speaks 

27 Suzanne Webster 
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November Anniversaries 
                       

5 Jean Gilliland & Ron Winters 

17 John & Rita Wilberg 

22 Keith & Ginny Titus 

28 Duffy & Pamela Lloyd-Gorski 

      

òPen Friendsó Project 

Betsy Adamus, Associate for Music and Christian Education 

Childrenôs Sabbath also saw the beginning of the Pen Friends 
Project.  Several members of the congregation may remember this 
program from many years ago.  In a ñnutshellò the Pen Friends 
Project is an intergenerational, ñgetting-to-know-youò activity which 
is designed to develop lasting friendships between our children and 
youth and older members of the congregation. So far we have 14 
children and youth signed up and waiting to be paired up with a 
ñpen friendò.  We will continue this process during fellowship on 
October 26 and for several Sundays thereafter.  Continue to watch 
the bulletins and newsletter for further updates!! 

Once again we will be 
following the wonderful 
holiday tradition that 
beautifies the sanctuary and 
honors our loved ones.  
Choose to ñsponsorò a 
poinsettia for the sanctuary 

and have it dedicated in honor or memory of a loved one or 
friend.  The poinsettias will decorate the altar beginning 
Christmas Eve.  The following Sunday, December 28th, a special 
bulletin insert will list those being honored and remembered. 

The cost is the same as last year, $8.00 each .  The deadline for 
ordering is November 24 th.  Order forms will be available in the 
bulletin starting Sunday, November 2, 2008 or by calling the 
church office. 

Your ñsponsoredò poinsettia will be available, for you to take 
home after the December 28th Worship Service.  Uncollected 
poinsettias will be delivered to church members unable to attend 
services and donated to places like St. Bernardôs Friendship 
Room. 
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Childrenõs Sabbath Update 
Betsy Adamus, Associate for Music and Christian Education 

Sunday, October 19th marked the celebration of Childrenôs Sabbath.  This year we gathered 
donations for the Alpena County Baby Pantry.  Donations so far include: 

Thank-you to all of the children and youth who participated in the worship service and in the Pen 
Friends project: Sarah, Brandon, Nick, David, Caitlin, Lydia, Wyatt, Emeline,  EmmaLee, Codey, Ka-
tie, Katy, Carmen, Alex, Kevin, Justin, Spencer and Peter. 

 

And THANK-YOU to all who donated and continue to donate to the Baby Pantry!  Your generosity is 
truly inspirational! 

16 containers of baby formula (18+ 
lbs. powder, plus 3 quarts liquid) 

150 jars of baby food 

5 boxes of baby cereal (3 lbs.) 

2 receiving blankets 

5 crib sheets 

1 towel/wash cloth set 

13 infant sleepers 

2 outfits 

16 pairs of socks 

6 bottles 

1 book 

1 rubber duck (pink!) 

bottle nipples and pacifiers 

1250 diapers, all sizes 

1618 wipes 

Monetary donations totaling $135.00. 

This fall, the Building Bridges to Understanding study group is continuing our study of Judaism on 

the 3rd Thursday of the month by focusing on Holidays.  We are taking turns with presenting 

information and experiences, and so far have celebrated Rosh Hashanah and Sukkot.  Next up, 

Yom Kippur and Chanukkah!   Thanks to Reverend V. Titus for shepherding our journey.  On first 

Thursdays, we continue to share information and discuss what we are learning about Islam.  On 

Thursday, November 6, however,we will be meeting at the library and joining the book review of 

ñThe Faith Club,ò by Betsy and Marcia.  On December 4, we will be meeting at Birchwood Meadow 

Apartments by the mall, and discussing the book, ñInfidel.ò 

Five of our group are making a field trip to Ann Arbor in October to see ñNine Parts of Desire,ò a one 

woman show about the experiences of Iraqi women, and will be reporting back. 

Finally, we have decided to make a contribution in honor of Margaret Cruise to ñWomen for 

Women,ò an organization which assists women whose lives have been scarred by war to gain 

employment skills, literacy and hope in several countries around the world.  We want to turn money 

into the church on Sunday, November 9, in order to qualify for matching funds, and welcome 

contributions from our church family to this effort. (Marcia is the designated check collector.) 

Building Bridges to Understanding 
Marcia Aten, Building Bridges Study Group 



QRC Continues 

Jennie Kerr, Fundraising Committee 
 

This may be your last opportunity to 
participate in the QUIET REQUEST 
CAMPAIGN.  By the time you read this, over 
65 color dotted envelopes containing a quiet 
request will have been distributed to Church 
members. 

However, not that many have made it back to 
the Church!  Did you lose yours?  Is it resting 
on some surface at your house (maybe next 
to your checkbookðhint, hint)?  Well okay, if 
you lost it, donôt be bashful.  Ask for another 
one.  If you never received one and wonder 
what it is all about, once again, ask for one.  
Jennie Kerr will be happy to respond to your 
request or you may stop in the church office 
to receive  your very own envelope.  Once 
you have your envelope, OPEN IT! Donôt miss 
your chance to participate.  When this is all 
over we wonôt be QUIET about it any longer.  
We want to be able to SHOUT about a 100% 
participation!  

ITS NOT TOO LATE.....  

to help with the SERRV Bazaar!  

FRIDAY, OCTOBER  31, 2 - 6 P.M., AND   

SATURDAY, November 1, 10 - 2.  

 

Join us to set up on Thursday, the 30th or Friday before the sale;  sign up for a shift during the sale; 
help with the move back downstairs on Sunday after church.  Not available that weekend?  Help with 
opening the SERRV room in November and December.  (Sign up sheets at the care letter podium.)   
No time for that?  Then, just come to shop ...and bring a friend.   
 

Featured items include jewelry, textiles, baskets, musical instruments, toys and books, 

Christmas decorations and Fair Trade coffee, tea and chocolate.    
 

All of the high quality crafts sold at the sale are hand-made by artisans from 35 countries around the 
world including underprivileged parts of the U.S. Every purchase directly helps improve working 
conditions, access to healthcare and education for the artisans and their families by offering them 
fair wages for their crafts.      
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Our kitchen passed the recent health inspection 

with flying colors!  The inspector had only posi-

tive comments - he found absolutely nothing in 

need of attention. 

This did not happen by chance.  Our ñA+ò 

kitchen inspection should be credited to Joan 

Chrzan and our Kitchen Oversight Committee 

members Janet Artley, Mary Minnick, Lynne 

Stewart, and Delilah Tretinik.  Their diligence 

paid off.  Remember to pass on your ñthank youò 

to Joan and the crew.   

The Alliance for the Mentally Ill will be selling 
Christmas cards, blank note cards and other 
items at our annual SERRV Bazaar.  NARSAD 
Artworks commissions mentally ill artists, thus 
providing them income and self esteem.    

Christmas and Note Cards 

Diana Standen 

Kitchen Passes Inspection 

Denise Fusina, Associate for Administration 
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COME ONE - COME ALL 

Church Fun Night 

Friday ï November 7
th

 
 

Time: 5:30 pm Dinner (provided) 

Menu:  

Pizza 

Veggies 

Beverages 

Dessert 
 

Games begin (with Trivia)  

right after dinner at approximately  

6:30 pm  
 

Bring Games of your choice:  

Euchre 

Pinochle 

Scrabble 

Monopoly 

Chess 

Trivial Pursuit 

Bridge 

Checkers 

Sequence 

Etc. 
 

So we can plan, please sign up on the 
clipboard at the back of the Church. 

Friends are welcome! 

First Congregational UCC 

Fellowship Hall 

We had approximately 38 people of all ages 
attending this first-time event sponsored by the 
Outreach Committee. It was a joy to see old and 
young teaching each other favorite games!   
Generous free-will donations covered the food 
expense.  A big thanks to Delilah Tretinik who 
whipped up some great "sloppy joes", Mary Jo 
Springer who always makes a good dessert, 
Glenn Kett for setting up tables and to all who 
came and brought games! Many folks pitched in, 
so everyone had a good time. 
 
Friday November 7th, we are looking forward to 
another fun night! 
 
At 5:30 we will eat and socialize (very 
important!).  Then we will divide up into groups 
of 6-8 per table for five rounds of Trivia. (Good 
teams will have a variety of ages and 
experience.) Each table will receive a paper with 
10 random questions on various topics.  Each 
team will collaborate to get as many correct 
answers as possible.  The answer sheets will be 
collected and scored.  A scorekeeper will record 
scores and give correct answers after each 
round.  The winning table will have the most 
points after all five rounds.   After Trivia, we can 
play other games! 
Evening will end around 8-8:30.  Please, join us 
and bring friends or family members!  
Remember to sign up, so we are sure to have 
enough food.  J 

Church Fun Night -  A Success!                                                                       
Shari Davis, Outreach Committee 
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Board of Directors Meeting  Highlights 
Denise Fusina, Associate for Administration 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 

MISSION:  Meetings have been changed to the 
first Sunday of the month.  Neighbors in Need 
has collected $1,032 this year compared to 
$783 last year. 

OUTREACH: The outdoor sign variance 
application was filed and a ruling is pending.  
Summer worship attendance review will be done 
at the 20Oct Committee meeting and results 
brought to the Board. 

PROPERTY: The Committee reviewed the 
estimate to automate the outside elevator door 
entrance and had no recommendation for the 
Board.  Discussion followed regarding the lack 
of General Fund money to fund such a project 
and the need to pursue outside funding sources 
such as grants as well as possible alternatives 
to facilitate handicap access to the building.  No 
action was taken by the Board. 

Additionally, the Board supported Lynn Borkeôs 
request to use the building for a 4-H ñshare the 
funò event.  Dennis Artley suggested that the 
idea to have a Sunday greeter at the outside 
elevator door should be pursued. Jay Kettler 
invited all to see ñCalamity Janeò at the Civic 
Theatre.  Marilyn Kettler is great in her role. 

 

 

 

Copies of the full Board Minutes as well as 
Board Report packets can be found at the 

Calendar Podium outside the Church Office.  

You may also request copies by email.  

Email your request to: office@uccalpena.org  

Highlights of the October Board meeting: 

PRE-APPROVAL OF MEMORIAL GARDEN/
COLUMBARIUM POLICY AMENDMENT:  Motion to 
pre-approve a proposed amendment  to the 
Memorial Garden / Columbarium Policy was 
approved.  This addition to the policy, when 
finally approved, will refer to a new fresh flower 
holder being added to the Memorial Garden.  
The Memorial Garden / Columbarium Policy 
change process includes pre-approval of the 
policy addition/change, exposure to church 
members for at least 4 weeks followed by Board 
consideration of member comments and then 
final approval by the Board.   

SPECIAL FUNDS TREASURER REGARDING 
MEMORIAL DONATIONS:  Motion passed to 
approve the Memorial and Legacy Fund 
guideline deviation and allow memorial funds 
to accrue for a bench or benches in the 
Memorial Garden. The Memorial Bench 
donations will be tracked but will not appear 
separately on the Annual Report. 

VISIONING COMMITTEE DATE AND FORMAT FOR 
CONGREGATIONAL INPUT:  Motion to accept the 
Visioning Committee recommendation to 
hold a combined non -traditional Worship 
Service and member visioning session on 
Sunday, November 23, 2008 met Board 
approval.  This  2 hour informational session to 
gain member feedback on visioning will include a 
meal arranged by the Visioning Committee. 

UPDATE ON COMMUNION HYMNS IN HYMNAL: Betsy 
Adamus will pursue the copyright legalities 
before we proceed with ñpastingò the communion 
hymns into the Hymnal as approved at the 
September Board meeting.   

Join in a worship service to thank the saints, all the special people in our lives past and present who 
have shaped us.  Bring a name or a small photograph to be attached to a cross that will journey from 
LARCC church to church throughout this year. Members from the eight LARCC churches will gather 

for worship at Trinity Episcopal on Sunday, November 2nd  at 7 PM.  

All Saints Worship Service                                                                                     
Rev. Tom Orth 
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Feed A Family                                             
Bill Haase, Missions Committee 

 

Feed A Family Program -- Salvation 
Army reports they are in short supply 
of canned fruits, juices and cereals. 
There is a continual need for baby 
diapers (size 4 and up) and paper 
products, ie, tissue, napkins, and 

paper towels. Bathroom items including 
deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes, and 
feminine products are always welcome. Don't 
forget peanut butter and jelly for the little ones. 
Let's focus on these items in our weekly 
shopping for our Feed the Family Program.     

It has been our tradition, for as long as I have 
belonged to this beautiful church, for our 
congregation to show God`s love by providing 
bountiful Thanksgiving baskets, on the Saturday 
before Thanksgiving, to friends and neighbors 
who are struggling.  Some of the recipients will 
be Habitat families and some names will be 
provided by the Salvation Army.  And some of 
you will have in mind a friend or neighbor in 
need.  We welcome donations from our 
membership:  a turkey or some money, or some 
strong backs to help with packing baskets, or 
some drivers to deliver our gifts.  Please 
prayerfully consider how your involvement could 
brighten the season for someone else.  We have 
so much to be thankful for!  You will find sign-up 
sheets on the care-letter podium. 

Thanksgiving Baskets                                  
Kathy Dempsey, Missions Committee 

This monthôs luncheon will be held on the  

second Friday, November 14th , at 11:30 AM 
at Twin Acres -Nineteenth Hole on the corner 
of US 23 and Golf Course Road.  

Our December luncheon will be held amongst 
the Christmas Trees at the Jesse Besser 
Museum.  Stay tuned for more information on 
dining among the trees! 

Remember, this is open to all ladies in the 
church ðso please join us for fun, fellowship 
and good food. 

 

Call  Kay Beland 354-2792  

or Ronnie Stevens 471-2520                                
for more information -  

or for a ride. 

Attention Ladies                                             
Ronnie Stevens , Luncheon Ladies 

 

Our parish of Bulmke has a newly designed 
website.  You can find it at: 

    www.kirchengemeinde-bulmke.de.   

Many greetings to all of you.   

ð Benjamin Neumann 

 

(Be sure to check out under September, the 
article, "The Bells of St. Pauls Church."  It's in 
English.  Diana) 

Greetings                                               

from Gelsenkirchen, 

Germany                                                             
Diana Standen,                      

German Outreach Ministry Team  



A sizeable contingent from Alpena attended the UCC Northern Association in Traverse City on 
September 26 and 27.  Pastor Tom Orth, delegate Judy Case and substitute delegate Marcia Aten 
were accompanied by Betsy Adamus, Stephanie Glazier, and Keith Titus. In addition to conducting 
association business, we participated in a presentation and discussion of religious diversity in 
America, led by Rev.s Bob Case and Virginia Titus.  Ginny also created a much visited display on 
Christianity, Judaism and Islam. 

Ginny, Betsy, Marcia and Tom were delighted to welcome Brenda Rosenberg of ñReuniting the 
Children of Abrahamò and her Muslim partner Sophie Begg-Latif back to the North country as they 
led the Association through the often intense experience of ñReuniting the Children of Abraham.ò  On 
Friday evening, Brenda invited us to break bread with her for Shabbat, and we shared the breaking 
of the Ramadan fast with Sophie - as well as a communion celebration on Saturday.  Please keep 
Brenda and her many Muslim, Jewish and Christian partners in your prayers as they work to reach 
across the divides that separate us. 
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Northern Association Meeting                                             
Marcia Aten, Substitute Delegate 

Something New for Christmas Pageant Pot Luck                                  
Dottie Haase 

 

This year we are trying something new for our Christmas 
Pageant Pot Luck dinner.  Instead of asking individuals to 
decorate a table, we would like to feature nativity/creche 
sets as the centerpieces for the tables.  If you have a 
creche/nativity set that you would be willing to bring, let 
Dottie Haase know.  The committee will take care of the 
tablecloths and the plates, etc. 

At an information-sharing meeting on October 
14, eleven members and staff  reviewed plans 
for Thanksgiving through Christmas.   Additions 
to the usual activities include:  a combined 
worship service, congregational visioning for 
the future and Thanksgiving dinner on the 
Sunday before Thanksgiving; table decorations 
for the lunch after the Christmas Pageant will 
follow a nativity theme, and  all-church 
Christmas caroling to nursing homes and 
apartment buildings is being explored. 

November / December Plans        
Vernie Nethercut, Ministry Team Coordinator 

It is once again time for 
the Mitten Tree .  We 
welcome donations of 
mittens, gloves, hats, 
scarves, and socks ! 
Items will be donated to 
Shelter and to the 
Salvation Army for 
distribution at Christmas.  
Watch the Display Case 
for the Mitten Tree.   

Contact Cindy Griffore-
Straley (354-6985) for 
more formation.  

Warm Their Hands, Warm Your Heart    
Cindy Griffore-Straley 


