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The Rite of Confirmafidtay 4, 2008

Jay Kettler

In February, a group of 4 young adults began meeting together with Pastor
Tom and Jay Kettler on Sunday evenings to explore the details of their
personal faith, the Bible, the history of Christianity, and the United Church of
Christ. Each of these young individuals will have made a decision to affirm
their faith and renew their Baptism at some point during our 10 sessions
together. Our studies, introspection, and prayers together will lead us to our
sanctuary on May 4th for the Rite of Confirmation during our morning
worship service. Please make a special effort to be present with us o
youth, their families, and our whole church family as these fine young
people; Brandon Eric Borke, Casey Michelle Brunetti, Carmen Lindsay
Grubaugh, and Justin Scott Grubaugh take this next step on their faith
journey.
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Dates to Remember

3
United Northern
Association Meeting
Cadillac

4
Confirmation Sunday
Group WorkCamp
Fundraising Pancake
Breakfast

11
Pentecost
Festival of

the Christian Home
Strengthen the Church

16-17
Michigan Conference
Meeting
Kalamazoo

Visioning Committee
Jay Kettler, Board Member

During the March Board of Directors meeting, action was taken to form a
committee to explore the long-term vision of our congregation. The
following members have agreed to serve on the Visioning committee:

Betsy Adamus
Ann Diamond

Bill Haase

Jay Kettler
Gordon Nethercut
Vernie Nethercut
Tom Orth

¢ Ginny Titus

The first organizational meeting was held on Tuesday, April 22, 2008. The
committee selected a chairperson and set a proposed timeline and
schedule for their work. The committee will report regularly to the board of
directors as they make progress in exploring and clarifying where we
expect our congregation to be 5 and 10 years in the future. Watch for
information updates here in the newsletter each month.
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Good News!

Following is a quote taken from the 2006 Church Evaluation Survey,
Church Strengths
peopl esd work
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Rev. Tom Orth

umn

| read an article on scarcity recently, specifically
on a theology of scarcity.

The author made the daring claim that Gospel
writers and the "church" after the time of Jesus
promoted a theology of scarcity. When the image
is of the "gate" or the "narrow" way in or "the
righteous" and the "elect," it is the few who are
the recipients. The idea of Jesus inner circle
versus the vast multitude of people promotes
again exclusivity.

Some churches or synagogues actually have
tickets for special services such as Easter or a
High Holy Day. That invites demand yes in a

Help Needed -
for Fellowship
Time

Vernie Nethercut, Ministry Team Coordinator

Two people are needed to put out coffee, juice
and donut holes after church for one or several
of the Sundays in June. Please call the office
at 356-1795 if you can help. Debbie
Grubaugh will orient you if you are not familiar
with the kitchen. Also, please call if you would
be interested in volunteering for a future
Fellowship Time.

business sense but what does it mean in a
spiritual sense? Does it give the impression of |Treasurer Report
exclusivity, the few, the privileged? Ann Diamond
Scarcity is a great inducement to want. If there
are only a few items then they must be valuable. March Year to Date
A few cars like that are left and so they must be |Mission Pledge $ 1,500 $ 4,500
worth a lot. An exclusive restaurant so only a few .
can get in. Gold is more valuable because there |Received 1617 ~3.532
is limited quantity. Scarcity drives up value |Qver $ 117
according to someds thi

_ _ Short $ 968
Yet look at the stories we have from the Bible.
Jesus fed the multitudes without a question of
who was in the crowds. What examination did |ceneral Fund $ 9416 $28.250
Jesus give when he healed? _
A theology of abundanceRecelvecl 1522 25,963
knows no limits, radically open doors, justice as |Short $ 1,894 $ 2,286
the basis for mission (another way of saying love
for all), and ministry to all in need.
Jesus taught Goddés | ove beyond our

measure and need not be spooned out. Love can
be given away abundantly. There is enough to go
around.

A theology of abundance welcomes in the total
di versity of peopl e
huge and varied. In God's world, all receive the
promise, all are welcome, all are loved and enter
into the presence of grace. There is |nclusw|ty
and abundance. Godo

there is so much.

bec

Memorial Day

Monday, May 26th
CKurcih @ffice @losed s

Memonal Day, , .

‘Remember Those Who
Gave Their Lives
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A Different Form of Mindfulness Giving
Bill Dempsey, Stewardship Committee Member

I n recent mont hs wedve tal ked {
how it works, what it means to us and to the person or persons we
are giving to. There are many forms of Mindfulness Giving.

Recently a church member presented one form of Mindfulness
Giving to the Outreach Committee. The idea was so apparent and
obvious, but somehow has to some degree not been practiced.

This particular form of Mindfulness Giving can be practiced during
Fell owship hour after church
taking time to help make other members and attendees feel
welcome; the practice of stopping and Mindfully introducing
ourselves to those we may not know or recognize.

e

How many times do we attend Fellowship hour, grab a donut hole
and coffee, and then kind of
three who we know and may feel comfortable talking to, while a
new attendee or visitor is sear
as guilty as anyone.

A

Maybe next week, wal k up to a
never talked to, and introduce yourself. Invite them to attend
Christian Education class with you, or lunch, or maybe just to sit
and talk.

Mindfulness Giving comes in many forms.

Youth Encounter May 2nd

Bob Carr, Associate for Youth and Family

The teens have been invited to ———
participate in a Youth Encounter on /(;“
Friday, May 2". This will be a high (7(7,j N
energy program encompassing m}b N
Christian music, ministering to the /{é};

youth and small group activities. The PR / \/§
program is sponsored by the LARCC \ _‘_j\/
churches and will be held at the St. \ \

Anne Parish halll. -

A team of individuals called Captive Free West Coast has agreed
to come to Alpena to encourage our kids to evaluate their own
Christian walk. The group was most recently in Chicago. This is the
second year for t he event . L 3
successful - spurring the LARCC churches to offer it again this
year. You may check this out on the web at
www.youthencounter.org. If you have any questions, contact Bob
Carr.

Happy
Birthday!

May Birthdays

1 Margaret Martinson
2 Trent Springer
2 Bradley Lorenz
4 Greg Adamus
5 Beverly Aikens
5 Ann Gerow
5 Hannah Skiba
8 June Bloom
9 Elizabeth Skiba
11 Kathleen Orth
15 Kimberly Anderson
19 Hannah MacDonalg
25 Phyllis Manitz
27 Justin Grubaugh
28 Sarah Southwell
29 James Standen
30 H. Robert Case

Happy
Anniversary!

May Anniversaries
15 Ted & Jepnie Cavin

s t23 ArYgglaa&rD%uSg Hui%err]]g(’

24 Robert & Josephine Cdg

u






