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Board of Directors:

o Janet Artley

e [ynn Borke

e Shari Davis

o Kathy Dempsey

o Glen Kett

o Jay KettletVice Chairman

o Dick Milligan

e Gordon Nethercut
Secretary/Treasurer

e Bev Olsen

e Steve Tretin#Chairman

o Nancy Wedge

e Doug Wenzel
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Dates to Remember

2 fi0One
Great Hour
and Stone Soup

5 Lenten
Supper and Service
(We are hosting)

9 Easter Flowers
Order Deadline

12 Lenten
Supper and Service

16 Palm Sunday
20 Maundy Thursday
21 Good Friday

23 Easter Sunday

o

Still Speaking

Newsletter of First Congregational United Church of Chjf'st'&"

Palm Sunday
March 16
Worship 10:00 AM

Maundy Thursday
March 20
at Trinity Episcopal
Soup Supper at 6:00 PM
Service at 7:00 PM

Wi o
Holy Wegk -

Good Friday
March 21
at First Presbyterian

Tre Ore Noon to 3:00 PM
Veiling of the Cross 7:00 PM

Easter Sunday

March 23
Sunrise 7:30 AM (Yacht Club)

Easter Worship 10:00 AM
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Jay Kettler, Vice Chairman for the Board of Directors
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These words were spoken by a should be like 5 years and 10
board member during our February years in the future. So, during this
meeting as we discussed the next [enten season of reflection, the
step in Vision for our church. Board of Directors invites you to
Pastor Orth preseprayerfully contemplate our
What Church is to Be: First Step, congregati onés f
The Goal o in ourjotdown a few notes if you wish,
One church member suggested that communicate to members of our
objectives might be the next step, Board, and prepare to respond
another wrote of his interest in with more specific feedback and

having our congregation contribute information right after Easter.
their views of what our church

Good News!

Following is a quote taken from the 2006 Church Evaluation Surve
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Pastorodos Col

Rev. Tom Orth

umn

| read recently the story of a man walking home
through Central Park in New York City on a
snowy evening after work. He discovered that his
topcoat was turned white by the snow, that
approaching shapes were other walkers utterly
enjoying themselves like children and that roads
were empty. It was that magical time when the
snow falls and coats every surface with a layer
that transforms shapes, muffles sounds and
creates halos around lights.

He was in another world. Or rather he was
experiencing the usual world differently. It was
real enough for him to feel the snow on him,
familiar enough for him to know his way and
different enough for him to see new dimensions
from his morning walk to work.

Easter is approaching in a few weeks, the holiest
of times in the Christian calendar. We will again
hear the story of the Triumphal Entry, the Last
Supper, the Passion, the Death and the
Resurrection. We will take a walk through familiar
landscape. And hopefully we will experience our
world differently.

Easter invites us to experience an additional
dimension of our world today. That everything is
not as it seems. There is more here than the
world claims.

God invites us into another dimension of reality.

Godos power rules. Despposted outside the church office. Copies are € € |
like the world has the power with all the violence available on the shelf of the Calendar Podium.

and evil and pain that wer
rules.

In spite of all that the world can do, God can do o )

more. We need to experience this additonal New Ministry Team Lists

dimension of the world. And we need to say there  Denise Fusina, Associate for Administration

i s Gododés way of doing of

doing. We want the whole world to experience
Goddés power and way
for all are first, not taking care of ones own at the
expense of others.

For me, God initiated a new world in Christ and
says | have power over the worst of the world.
There is a different way to be: the way of love for
all and justice for everyone.

OThank YeéendberFr om

Ginny Titus, Co-Founder

The Board of Directors of Re-Member (an out-
reach to the Oglala Lakota Nation on Pine
Ridge Reservation, South Dakota) sends a spe-
ci al fbuankt o t he Fir
United Church of Christ of Alpena, for your
most thoughtful and compassionate gift of
AFi-Aisdk Kitso to our
ters. These items are a LUXURY on the reser-
vation, and will be given first to families with
children and to the elders of the reservation.
You have no idea how much they will be
appreciated!

Again, our sincere thanks for your ministry to
this need.

Ted Skantz,
President of the Board of Re-Member

Revs. Ginny and Keith Titus,
Co-Founders of Re-Member

Elected Positions List

Denise Fusina, Associate for Administration

The 2008 list of Elected Officers, Board Mem-
bers, committee Members, and Delegates is

Ministry Team (MT) lists have been updated

w h eand are on the bulletin board by the church of-

fice. Copies are available on the shelf of the
Calendar Podium. MT lists are ever-changing,
so please notify Denise Fusina, Associate for
Adminstration (356-1795 or Vernie Nethercut,
Ministry Team Coordinator (356-0353)
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Easter Flowers

Denise Fusina, Associate for Administration

Easter is such a rich and beautiful tradition of our faith! To honor
such a special and blessed season, each year we decorate the
Altar area with a variety of spring flowers.

This is also a great way for you to honor or memorialize family,
friends, and loved ones. Use the enclosed insert (before the
March 9th deadline) to order flowers for the Altar. After the
Easter services, if you wish, you may take your flowers home.

Would you like to help arrange the flowers? If so, please contact
the church office at 356-1795.

Teens Are Up to Laser Challenge

Bob Carr, Associate for Youth and Family

Several of our teens teamed with those of First Presbyterian and
Grace Lutheran as well as their leaders to compete in the Laser
Challenge at the Alpena Armory on January 28. It takes a lot of
team work, and cunning as well
the opposing team. All contestants are armed with laser firing
Oweapons6 that | odledlsi kaendr ena |h eir
ally the guns fire a beam much like that emitted by a television
remote.

Each weapon | imits the amount o
on your hat and on the weapon itself will tell you when you are

0dead?od. At that point, you mus
your gun o6reloadedd as well as

the firefight you go.

Sever al di fferent Obattled see

even one which simulates the D-Day landings in Normandy in
1944.

These fAweapons and
in actual training of Marine recruits.
The simulations make for an exciting
time and a lot of exercise!
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Happy
Birthday!

March Birthdays
2 Sandra Libka
2 Erica Huddas
2 Hannah Irving
3 Lonnie VanTrump
6 Ronnie Stevens
8 Tanya Flanner
8 Nancy Yahne
9 Ken Kearly
13 Caroline Routley
17 Patrick Labadie
17 Doug Huizenga
20 Carol Knowlton
20 Bob Brady
20 Kyle Cleland
23 Barbara Diamond
24 Bill Wedge
25 Stephanie Southwel
26 Belinda Hanna
26 Lloyd Springer
27 Cindy Griffesgaley
27 Spencer Gibbs Kibb
28 Rita Wilberg
28 Gail Parr

Happy
Anniversary!

March Anniversaries

22 Delilah & Steve Tretinik
27 David & Roxanne Dixon
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Highlights From the Annual Meeting Minutes:

Janet Pfeiffenberger, Church Clerk

The 146™ Annual Meeting of
First Congregational United
Church of Christ was called to
order by Moderator Dan Kibbe
at 11:00 a.m on January 27,
2008 following morning wor-
ship. There were 63 members
in attendance. Rev. Thomas
Orth offered the Opening
Prayer.

Pastordés Annua

Rev. Orth thanked the
congregation for all accom-
plished this past year in out-
reach to the community and
the world.

Nominations Committee

Ken Reynolds pre-
sented the nominations report
and introduced nominees.

There will be an open position
for Historian which will be filled
by the Board of Directors. The
report of the Nominations
Committee was accepted, and
the slate of officers, directors,
delegates and committees
were elected to serve for the
terms indicated.

Board of Directors

Glen Kett, chairman of
the Board, thanked Joyce
McLain and Tom Grubaugh for
their service to the Board.
They will be leaving the Board
since their terms have expired.

Finance Committee

Bill Dempsey reported
the finance campaign, which
this year was on the theme of
Mindfulness Giving, was suc-
cessful with an increase over
last year. There was a major
increase in Mission giving.

Budget

The projected 2008
budget has a deficit (Gap) of
approximately $20,000, but
there is anticipation that it will
be reduced by increased giv-
ing. The Board of Directors
has approved the proposed
budget. After discussion, the
budget for 2008 was accepted.

Four Way Covenant

Approval passed and
we have entered into a Four
Way Covenant which is among
First Congregational United
Church of Christ of Alpena,;
The United Northern Associa-
tion, Michigan Conference,
U.C.C.; RE-MEMBER, and the
Rev. Keith S. Titus. The pur-
pose is to recognize the work
Rev. Titus is doing on behalf of
Re-Member as Ambassador-at
-Large as a ministry in the
United Church of Christ. With
that recognition, he will be
granted continued standing as
a minister within the UCC.

Comstock Committee

Marcia Aten, chair of
Comstock Committee, ex-
plained the relationship of the
Comstock Committee and the
Comstock Mission Committee.
The two groups have been
studying the possibility of com-
bining their efforts. There are
guestions of how the commit-
tee would be constituted as to
size, length of terms, etc.
When their study is complete,
a recommendation will be
made and brought to the con-
gregation for a vote.

Five Funds Held by Church

It was noted that the
Five Funds held by First Con-
gregational UCC have sur-
passed the total of $3,000,000.

Discussion

It was suggested that a
special time be set aside for
the discussion of goals and fu-
ture vision for the church and
how these are to be accom-
plished.

Installation Service

At this time installation
of those elected to serve in po-
sitions in the church was con-
ducted.

Meeting adjourned at 12:00

Rev. Orth offered Benediction
and gave the Grace for the
congregational potluck which
followed.

K

AWhat good
happened this past
year in our
church?59o
See Vernie
recap of the results of the
potluck table top

discussions that followed
the Annual meeting.

See the Insert!
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Soups On!

Kathy Dempsey, Mission Committee

Pagé

On Sunday, March 2™, we will hold an offering, and join with thousands of congre-
gations around the world, who donate money for the One Great Hour of Sharing
program. Plan to give what you can. Our traditional stone soup meal will be

served following the worship service

soup and join us.

. Bring a can of vegetables for the stone

When we share our resources, we help to ensure that children enjoy the benefits
of a community made safer with proper sanitation and clean sources of water. We
offer not just food, but the tools and training to build a sustainable source of in-
come for themselvesd improving their world and ours. More about this outreach

program at: www.ucc.org/oghs.

Board of Directors Meeting Highlights

Denise Fusina, Associate for Administration

Following are highlights from the February
11th meeting of our Board of Directors:

Nomination for Officers of the Board : The
Board elected Steve Tretinik as the 2008 Chair-
man of the Board; Jay Kettler as Vice Chair-
man; and Gordon Nethercut as Secretary /
Treasurer.

Congregational Comments: Thank you let-
ters from S.T.E.M., Denise Fusina, and the
Stroke Support group were shared. Member
questions brought to the board will be ad-
dressed later in these notes.

Associate for Youth and Family Report:  First
Presbyterian recently approved $1,000 funding
for our combined youth group. Jay Kettler indi-
cated there are 4 young people participating in
this year d6s Co BrandonBarke,
Casey Brunetti, Carmen and Justin Grubaugh.

Fundraising Committee: In answer to ques-
tions in the Fundraising written report, the
Board agreed to have the Dessert Demolition
Derby in conjunction with Gospel Music Sun-
day; clarified that the Board has no policy limit-
ing the general community from participating in
our fundraisers; and a Fundraising Survey will
be included in the March newsletter.

Mission Committee: Clare Gerber was added
to the Mission Committee. Chad and Cathy
MacDonald were removed by their request.

Property Committee Report: Water damage
repairs in excess of our $1000 deductible were
covered by insurance with the exception of the
replacement radiator. The damage caused by
the equipment failure is covered but not re-
placement of the equipment (radiator). The
Committee will be reviewing safety and security
considering the recent break-in of offices.

Annual Meeting Review: The Board appointed
Pat Labadie as Historian, filling the position until
the next Annual Meeting election.

Vision Process:  There will be a future plan-
ning session scheduled, possibly, in May. As
membership involvement is important to the
planning process, there will be opportunities to
encourage people to think about this process

rg;rri]r&gltrhe Stirgle before the May planning ses-

Clerk Report for Annual Meeting:  The Board
agreed it is appropriate to include names (not
just counts) of members who were removed
from the membership roster during the previous
year.

For persons seeking information about the Me-
morial Garden and Columbarium , there is a
brochure as well as a written policy available.




