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Newsletter of First Congregational United Church of Christ of Alpena

Social Justice Ministry Team Report
Dottie Haase, Social Justice Ministry Team Member

People interested in Social Justice topics met on
Sunday, June 15th, for a brainstorming session
on ideas for study and action. The topic receiving
the most votes was racial and cultural injustice
including discussion of an activity or project for
Martin Luther King Day. Another topic with
several responses was affordable housing
including the kinds of housing that offer some
assistance to people in addition to mere
shelter. We also discussed the need for a half-
way house that could accommodate people coming from alcohol and drug
rehab in their return to a community.

Other topics considered, included an emphasis on our church's Just
Peace position, an inter-religious dialog a social justice debate with
knowledgeable people on both sides of the issue, Sunrise Shelter needs,
youth injustice, Christians and environment, jail ministry, 1 person--1
church (the idea that a church helps just 1 person or 1 family to live
successfully in our community, helping them over a several year
period), sexuality--open & affirming (this is a UCC denominational
position that we could study), immigration needs and issues, senior
citizen needs, and lack of health benefits for those employed in Alpena.

If you are interested in joining the study and action for any of these topics
- or other topics - please see Dottie Haase, Jennie Morey or Rev. Tom
Orth. We would like your input to this important part of our church --
social justice. Join us for our next meeting—a picnic and further
discussion—after Fellowship Time on Sunday, July 13th.

Good News!

Following is a quote taken from the 2006 Church Evaluation Survey,
Church Strengths

“The ministry teams are a major strength. They provide
opportunities for people to get involved in areas/projects of
their own choosmg on their own schedule without a lot of
pressure to participate. The church community outreach and
services are also a strength.”
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Pastorodos Col

Rev. Tom Orth
What are you willing to die for? That question

umn

Treasurer Report
Dennis Artley, Treasurer

is asked about commitment to an idea or task.

Are you committed enough to die for it? May Year to Date
| think that is the wrong question. Rather it Mission Pledge $ 1,500 $ 7,500
should be, AWhat are yad .

. Received 1,699 6,488
What are you so thoroughly committed to
doing that you will do it no matter the Over $ 199
difficulties? No matter what you experience in Short $ 1.012
doing it or no matter what the final result, will ’
you do it?
There is a basic distinction between the two General Fund $ 9417 $47,083
questions that represent a difference in .
viewpoint. Received 9,862 44,495
| believe Jesus was fully committed to living a Over $ 445
life that was dedicated to God and in union
with Godds purpose. Hi Short $ 2,588
us how | ive to a | if g
purpose. He was willing to experience
anything for us to see that. His purpose was to
show living not dying. His death was not a 0Gal s Onl yo Luncheo
purpose or plan, rather the result of following Ronnie Stevens and Kay Beland
his purpose that was contrary to the powers of .

Somet hing new to try!

the world.
One of my seminary professors, a Roman

Catholic nun, had a way of turning
expressions around that made you reconsider
t hings. One of her

something is worth doing, it is worth doing
poorly. o |If somet hing
doing no matter.

Well that takes a while to work your mind
around and is certainly contrary to the usual
admonition from our parents.

Yet it speaks to the commitment of doing the
task at hand or in our case the Christian living
we are called to despite the difficulties of it.
We are an alternative view to the world. It is
difficult and yet our purpose is to show
anot her way of l i ving
importance is our living and what we are
willing to do with our lives.

June. One lunch a month is plannedd there are
no rules, no dues, no responsibilities. Just good
conversation, getting to know the women of our
church, all in good Christian fellowship. It should

e »d fupsSwel WeltSme WIS womdh! df our

churchd please consider this. We will all work
fogether. mpor t ant , it i s
To learn more or make a reservation, call:
Ronnie Stevens 471-2520
Kay Beland 354-2972

$
The June meeting was held at the
Alpena Golf Course. Great food,
great conversations!  The July
meeting will be Friday, July 11th at
the Hunan restaurant at 11:30.
dos € bneJoinusN - Ou
For reservations or a ride call:
Kay Beland 354-2792
Ronnie Stevens 471-2520

wortt
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Demolished Dessert Success

Jennie Kerr, Fundraising Committee

People ate and people bid at the Sunday, June 8 Dessert }’;

Demolition Derby. So many calories were consumed we would not -

want to even think of counting them but every calorie was l HG
absolutely delicious. Who needs fruit and vegetables when all |
those sweet things are spread out to be consumed? THANK YOU Blr‘th

to all the creative cooks who provided the wonderful variety of

good things to eat. THANK YOU to all the bidders who provided
$281 to be used for the lunches served at our Special Midweek
Communion Services. Your participation in this fun event is truly

appreciated. July Birthdays
4 Mary Jo Springer
Rummaging Around the House, 4 Christapher Granum
Garage, Yard, Basement i1 Wherever 5 Cheryl Brady
Jennie Kerr, Fundraising Committee 5 Alicia Wells
It is in the works! A Rummage Sale is being planned for 8 Robert Woelk
September - date not set yet. In the meantime use some of your 10 Pamsela Lloyd-Gorski

spare summer time to find all those things in and around your
l iving space that you dondt use, wWbkuthtDempsre a

of. Save them for the Rummage Sale. Start now to clean up 12 Vernice Hanthorn
your life and surroundings. Additional information will be '

published in the August newsletter. Please no books, magazines 12 Jennifer Trelfa
or clothes. Find good stuff for us!!!! 14 Mary VanTrump
17 Thelma Hartwick

. . 23 Jennifer Speaks

July Anniversaries 25 Shelly Clarke
N 26 |anet Pfeiffenberger
/ X.‘ W Happy 26 Lindsay Springer

m‘@“ 4 __/,;,,:,_ ,)_dl‘; Anniversary 27 John Kreft
iz IS 30 Noah Skiba

2 Dennis and Janet Artley
3 Pat and John Kreft

3Jeff and Ann Gerow )
g

AN

6 Janet and Lucas Pfeiffenberger
19 John and Lanra Caplis
27 Tanya and Thomas Flanner k/ B | r\‘th |

31 Bev and Sam Olsen
31 Jennifer and Scott Speaks
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Prayer Shawl Ministry Team

Betsy Adamus, Associate for Music and Education

i Shawl sémade f or cent u

embracdng, symbadlic of an indusive, unconditionally
loving God. T hey wrap, enfdd, comfort, cover, give
solace mather, hug, shdte and beautify. T hosewho
have r ecd ved these shawls have been uplifted and
affirmed, asif given wingstofly abovethar

troubl eséo
Written in 1998 by Janet Bristow, and found on
the Prayer Shawl Ministry Home Page.

Many of us at some time in
our lives have received a
prayer shawl. In this church, E
Jenni e Mor ey i
s hawl angel 0.
assist her with this most
wonderful and caring ministry, there is an effort
to start a Prayer Shawl Ministry Team here at
First Congregational UCC. If you are interested,
there is a sign-up sheet on the care letter
podium in the first floor hallway. If you would
like further information about the history of
prayer shawls, patterns, etc., there is a wealth of
information on the Prayer Shawl Ministry Home
Page, www.shawlministry.com.

1 P redty Befspective from when
f yoOngdr. YduOmight ask what lesson each

Some Real Quality Time With Your Kids

Bob Carr, Associate for Youth and Family

ISu%nrsnerutlrrrlte is gurch a Pusy tlmg with so
many happenlngs crowdlng your calendar.
Wedd all |l i ke to spend
our kids. How about doing some Bible study
together with your
long and difficult. Perhaps set aside 20 min-
utes once or twice a week. Maybe even en-
route!

Kids will be happy to have you all to them-
selves.

You might start by asking your teen what
their favorite verse is and then read the chap-
ter and discuss it. How about revisiting some
of those old stories from their younger days-
Noahodés ar k, Dani el in t
and Goliath. | bet you find they have a differ-
they were

story teaches us. How about reading the
quotations of Christ in a Red Letter Edition?
You could question your teen about what
they know of Christods r

All of your teens should have a Bible- we
gave out several during our Christian Ed.
Classes this past year. Please contact me if
you need one. Please let me know how it
goes. Thanks.

UCC General Minister in Petoskey
Rev. Tom Orth

Rev. John Thomas, UCC General Minister and
President, will be preaching and speaking at Bay
View Association in Petoskey from July 20 i 24.
His theme for the week
Li berall) Christianity
Join Rev. Tom for a trip over on Monday
mor ning t o hear t he I
Church for Freedom. o We
AM for the 10 AM lecture. Sign up with Rev.
Tom. If you are interested in lectures on other
days see Rev. Tom for more information.

Quiet Request Campaign

Jennie Kerr, Fundraising Committee

During future weeks, maybe even months,
many of you wiII be given a color dotted
oHd b

Qﬁ. ﬁqééb’ % &P'
cor%/ nces sh vl ;gb B ta)l/

rnge Lﬂ‘ Barnlmp t|on O thie”
QUIET REQUES PAIGN Your pos,[lt%e

r%mpolﬁee will bQ ﬁreglaétg\(ljl o ,\ 7.
0e

30
Thank you from the

Fundraising Committee.

teen.


http://www.shawlministry.com/

Stimulus Windfall Fundraising

Fundraising Committee

Our Feder al

You may be one of the fortunate recipients of this cash windfall. The
Fundraising Committee would appreciate it if you would seriously consider
sharing part of this windfall by giving 10%, a Biblical tithe, to your Church. If
you should decide to make your Church a part of your windfall spending
plan please indicate on your gift that it is for Church Budget Fundraising.
We will be very grateful if you would include your Church in your spending

plan. Thank you.

Government i s

Pag&

sending

Reuniting the Children of Abraham

presented in September
Rev. Tom Orth

You are invited to this program when it
comes to Northern Michigan at the Fall
UCC United Northern Association
meeting September 26 and 27 in
Traverse City. This program aims to
build bridges of understanding between
the three Abrahamic faiths i
Christianity, Islam and Judaism. This is
an expanded version of the program we
had in Alpena in September 2007. Set
aside the dates and join us in this
endeavor to create a public discussion
that is safe for exploring our
commonalities and differences, fears
and hope. See Rev. Tom for details on
registering.

Communication from Gelsenkirchen
Erich Neumann
Learning for Life
| want to learn a lot.

| want to test myself
and find out where my place is in this world.

Look after me, Lord, when | am happy, when the
chances of life open up before me in a thousand ways.

And forgive me when | forget you
when | want to be happy:

To have enough of all the beauty,
To become rich by all good things.
Look after me for | want to be near to you forever.
(Christa Weiss)

ns?

Quesf“’ Rev. Tom Orth

Bee Informed!

Questions? Comments? Suggestions?

A suggestion box is on the

table outside the chapel. If you have any
questions, suggestions or comments please
dr op them i n t he ABEE
% Denise Fusina, the Associate for
Administration, will

funnel them to the

| NFORMEDO b

Sug%esm“s?

appropriate person or group for consideration.
Someone will respond to you shortly. C‘o,n

Ments

Bee Informed! :
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Reaching Out

Outreach Committee

How do we grow our congregation? Mainline churches all over this nation are struggling with this
issue. ls it because they do not know us? Have we kept our local community informed?

It is our belief that we need to inform people, allowing them to know us better and understand that
we are a welcoming, warm congregation trying to serve God. Advertizing is one method to tell our
story of Christian faith. The following ad is the first in a campaign of four or more to appear in The
Alpena News that will tell our story. This one begins with a general history of our denomination and
faith. The second will depict more specifics regarding our local church history. Then our church
activities will be described.

Many know of wus, but they dondét know us. We ar
of our denomination. This independence will serve us well, as it has in the past, as we will be able
to adjust to our current local needs, surroundings and conditions.

Glen Kett, Shari Davis, Vernie Nethercut, Bill Dempsey, Delilah Tretinik, Mary Jo Springer, and
Rev. Tom Orth i Ex-officio

LOOKING FOR A CHURCH THAT WELCOMES EVERYONE?
COME TAKE A LOOK AT US.

We are eager to share the broad and diverse story of First Congregational United Church of Christ.
It is a story that we celebrate with al/l Chrli st
voice in the words of Scripture.

Our church is unique to some because we do not require uniformity of belief. We are a church of
open ideas, indiscriminant welcome and evangelical courage. Our passion for democracy extends
to both government and church, where decision-making rests within each congregation. We support
liberty in our pulpits, just as we affirm the individual conscience of our 1.2-million members to agree,
di sagree and wrestle with |ifebds biggest quegti

Our denominationés story is this nationds story
of our 5,700 congregations were formed before 1776. Eleven signers of the Declaration of
Independence were members of UCC predecessor bodies.

As early abolitionists, we came to the aid of the Amistad captives and founded hundreds of schools
across the South after the Civil War. We were the first mainline church to ordain an African-
American (1785), a woman (1853) and an openly gay pastor (1972). We were also the first to form a
foreign mission society (1810). Our multi-ethnic membership includes persons from every immigrant
group, as well as native peoples and descendants of freed slaves.

Our unity is not dependent upon uniform agreement, but upon our shared allegiance to Jesus
Christ. Ours is a risk-taking church, because ours is a challenging God, still speaking to us in 2008.

Come and take a look at us,

First Congregational United Church of Christ of Alpena
201 South Second Avenuwl@5 Al pena e 989
Sunday Worship 9:30 AM

Wherever you are in |ife’s journey, ypu

God is still speaking®
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Summer Worship Schedule
Rev. Tom Orth

Various possibilities for worship times during July and
August 2008 were discussed at the May Board of
Directors meeting. A motion was made by Jay
Kettler/Janet Artley that our church have one worship
service each Sunday during July and August at
9:30 AM and that this decision be reviewed at the end

&3, &8

of the summer.
unanimous vote of the Board.

Also this summer, we will have two joint services with
our friends from the First Presbyterian Church.

August3  9:30 AM
August 10 10:30AM

The motion was passed by a

at First Congregational

at First Presbyterian

SUTHIH@F HOUFS

(%)

Board of Directors Meeting Highlights

Denise Fusina, Associate for Administration

The June Board meeting had lively, energetic
discussions on some important items of
interest.

Janet Artley passed on member comments of
concern regarding disappointment that no
specific recognition was given to Tom
Grubaugh (who was in attendance in uniform)
at the Memorial weekend service.

At a recent Finance Committee meeting, Jay
Johnson, Conference Development Officer for
the Conference, analyzed our previous
finance campaign and complimented Bill
Dempsey on a great job. He also reviewed
the Annual Report and other activities of the
church offering further compliments and

The Board also approved an ad containing
historical denomination information as the first
in a series of ads to build community
awareness and our membership. The second
ad will have a local church emphasis.

Bill Dempsey shared concerns regarding the
single summer worship service and time
change. He suggested such changes should
go before the Congregation. The Board
tal ked about
Saturday evening, non-traditional service but
decided to move forward with the current plan,
which includes evaluation after the summer.

Bill Dempsey questioned why the Church has
allowed communication to fail and why we are

suggestions. not identifying declining attendance reasons

$966 was recently collected for the and making appropriate changes. Bill asks

AStrengthen the Churcho tl’gaﬁ%csﬂfpap .taken and proposes more
openness and transparency.

The Board unanimously approved the

OQutreach Committeeods

located near the Lockwood Street door,
including information about service times and
contact information. Additional changeable
attachments would showcase specific events.

pr

of the f IIB d Minutes as, well as
ggﬂ? gp%]rt ;éack alqc:fan b't:j)oun :‘i the

Calendar Podium outside the Church
Office.

Dempseyods
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Office Hours: 9:00 anti 1:00 pm Mondayfi Friday

Sunday Worship Service 9:30 a.m.
Christian Education resumes in the Fall
Fellowship Time following Worship
Nursery (Birttii 2 years) 9:30 a.m.

Pastor:Rev. Thomas W. Orth
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Choir DirectorJudith Case
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An Example of Carrying Out Our Mission Through Mindfulness Giving

Lucas Pfeiffenberger, Finance Campaign Committee

One of the missions of the First Congregational Church is to administer a Boy Scout
Troop to develop character and leadership in boys of the community. Troop 78 has
been in existence for over 70 years. In cooperation with the First Presbyterian Church
the troop has been meeting at First Presbyterian Church (corner of US-23 and Long
Rapids) because there is a gymnasium and campus that lends itself better to the
program than the physical facilities here at First Congregational.

Troop 78 currently has twenty one members divided into three patrols. A number of the senior
Scouts have applied themselves to earn the rank of Eagle Scout. Bryan Plume on May 18 and
Steven Sutherland on May 31 were awarded their Eagle Badges at Court of Honor. On June 27,
Ross Nelson, Dan Kimble, and Dietrich Kurzenhauser will be awarded their Eagle Badges at another
Court of Honor. A sixth Scout, Connor Dziubinski has completed his requirements for Eagle but at
the time of this report a date has not yet been established. It will be this summer.

It is with pride that this article is being written. The tradition of Troop 78 is being upheld to conduct
High Adventure Hikes each summer to retain the older Scouts. The older Scouts, in turn, impart
strong leadership and a momentum within the troop as shown by the number who complete the
Eagle requirements. The financial support of the congregation to the mission of the church through
Mindfulness Giving is of importance.

9@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@?
July and August 9:30 AM Worship Service
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