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The Finance Campaign Committee is pleased to 
announce a successful 2008 Finance Campaign.   
The focus this year has been on Mindfulness Giv-
ing.   Mindfulness is when a person becomes in-
tentionally aware of their thoughts and actions in 
the present moment, non-judgmentally.   When 
we practice Mindfulness Giving, we become 
aware both of the true benefit the receiver of our 
gifts experiences and the benefit, the joy, we re-
ceive from the giving.   

Although there are still a few pledges out-

standing, your Mindfulness Giving provides the 

funds for the ministry we do in all our programs 

and work for God.   So far, for the General Fund 

we have received 90 pledges totaling $112,966.                

The Mission Fund has received 48 pledges total-

ing $20,079 which is up 28% over last year.   
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The Committee wishes to 

express thanks to all of 

you for your pledges and 

your Mindful consideration 

to the needs and pro-

grams of our church.  

       

The Finance Committee, 

Ted Cavin 

Bill Dempsey 

Lucas Pfeiffenberger, 

Consultant 
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Reports for the Annual Report book-
let are due in the church office no 
later than Friday, January 4. If pos-
sible, email it or bring your report on 
a disk that allows us to put it directly 
into the booklet. When emailing the 
report, please check for a response 
from the office to confirm that your 
report was received. If you need any 
computer help to do this, please call 
the office at 356-1795.  

All Ministry Team leaders are 
asked to turn in a brief one para-
graph report describing what your 
team did this past year. Please mark 
it “Annual Report” and put your 
name and the name of your Ministry 
Team on it. If you have questions or 
need help with the writing, call Min-
istry Team Coordinator Vernie Neth-
ercut at 356-0353. 

On Sunday morning, January 27, 
the Sunday service and the Annual 
Meeting will be held in the church 
sanctuary, followed by a potluck in 
the Fellowship Hall. At the Annual 
Meeting there will be reports from 
the Pastor, Board of Directors, 
Ministry Teams and others as well 
as elections and passage of the 
budget. There will be time for com-
ments and questions from the con-
gregation. Plan now to attend this 
congregational meeting, which is 
very important in the life of our 
church.   
 

For the potluck, bring your own ta-
ble service and a generous potluck 
dish according to the following:  
 

A — L Salad        M — Z Dessert  
 

Main dish and beverages will be 
provided by the Board of Directors. 
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January 
Dates to Remember 

 
January 1 

New Year’s Day 
Church Office Closed 

 

January 4 
Annual Report Deadline 

 

January 7 
Board of Directors Mtg 

 

January 20 
Blanket Sunday 

 

January 23 
LARRC Service  

 

January 27 
Annual Meeting  

& Installation  
of Officers 
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January 23 at 7 PM  

Join with members from the other 
LARCC churches in Alpena – 
Lutheran, Anglican, Roman Catholic 
and Congregational (UCC) - as we 
live out our covenant to worship 

t o g e t h e r  c e l e b r a t i n g  o u r 
commonness and our desire to 
express our unity in Christ even 
more. We will worship together at 
St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church the evening of Wednesday 
January 23rd at 7:00 PM. 
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I was looking ahead to 2008 and planning some 
dates. When I went to my Palm electronic 
organizer to check them out, the month was 
almost blank. It looked nothing like this month or 
any of the months of this past year.  

What was I going to do with all that time? 

It took me a moment but I realized that all the 
reoccurring activities like Sunday worship or 
Board meetings or staff meetings or committee 
meetings or even the days of the church year 
were not yet entered on calendar. I typically enter 
in all those activities for 1 year at a time.  

It was a clean slate. How was I going to use that 
time?  

Well I did put in worship and meetings and days 
of the church year and the calendar quickly filled 
up.  

The sense of creating something out of that time 
happened. Time was chosen and set aside for 
worship and for meetings. Out of a clean slate 
came an order and structure, a choice to do this 
year and my life this way.  

As people of faith, we have that structure too. We 
have chosen and ordered our time to serve our 
Christ. We have a blank slate that we have not 
left blank but have organized it make a difference 
in our lives and the life of the world. A church is 
called to be an agent of transformation in lives 
and the world. We gather together to worship 
God and Christ serving them with our time. We 
have experienced a difference in our lives and 
we are taking the time to tell the world what that 
difference is.  

May your choices this year give you an order and 
structure for you to tell what you have come to 
know in God’s time and priorities and most 
especially God’s love.  
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Interested in knowing more about using a com-
puter? Join Rev. Tom for an introduction to us-
ing computers and the basics of working with 
the standard programs for email, web browsing 
and word processing. We will have several 
computers available and you will be able to do 
the steps as we talk about them. Feel free to in-
vite friends. Please sign up at the Care Letter 
Podium or call the office (356-1795) to let us 
know you are coming.  

We extend our grateful, overflowing, sincere 
and everlasting THANKS to everyone who par-
ticipated in the 2007 fundraising activities. Your 
support encouraged the Committee. Fourteen 
fundraisers were held during the year, twelve 
of them by the Fundraising Committee and two 
of them through individual innovative initiative. 
Total funds raised came to a little over $4000 
and were used to assist our Church budget in 
specific areas of Church activities. 
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DEADLINE 
Information for the 
Annual Report is 
due to the church 
office by Friday, 
January 4, 2008. 

Thanks to the many people who helped with 
holiday activities in our church home, and to 
leaders Ann Gerow, June Perry, Bobbi Zubi, and 
Betsy Adamus (decorations throughout the 
church), Betsy Adamus & Denise Fusina 
(poinsettias), Joan Chrzan (Christmas Eve 
reception), Cindy Griffore-Straley (Mitten  Tree), 
Jennie Kerr (Midweek Chapel Service and lunch 
arrangements), and Lynne Stewart (potluck  after 
the Christmas pageant). Special thanks also to our 
capable and hard-working staff..… Denise Fusina 
helped choreograph the various activities, Judy 
Case and Betsy Adamus spent hours in pageant 
and choir preparation and Pastor Tom Orth led us 
in inspirational and meaningful observances during 
this holy season. 
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The Building Bridges study group will not be 
meeting on December 20th   or January 3rd; 
we will resume our usual first and third Thurs-
day at noon schedule beginning on January 
17, with part 3 of our study on  the Koran, led 
by Bob Case. We have had a very eventful 
2007, and  hope to continue in the new year 
with developing a volunteer corps  who can 
present the "Reuniting the Children of Abra-
ham" material to  community and church 
groups. We also continue to study and learn;  
newcomers are always welcome! 
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Interested in learning German? We will be dis-
cussing the possibility of offering a conversational 
German class at our next German Ministry Team 
meeting on Thursday, January 10th at 7:00 pm in 
the Conference Room. 
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The Sunday Adult Christian Education class – 
Practical Theology – will resume on January 6th. 
Join us for a discussion that day on a topic from 
the news and how we as Christians apply our faith 
to the situation. Take a moment in the Fellowship 
Hall for refreshments after the service and then 
come on down to the Lower Lounge where Rev. 
Tom will lead the class that day.  
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The teens wish to thank the congregation for 
their strong support this past year. You not only 
supported us with your generous financial help, 
but many of you also helped out by chaperoning 
our events, helping to make the Thanksgiving 
dinner a big success, and by teaching our Chris-
tian Education classes on Sunday morning. 

Watch for details of an upcoming youth retreat in 
May. There will be opportunities for you to be-
come involved. 

A special thanks to Lynn Borke for her help and 
support. 

Thanks, Bob 

On Sunday, January 20th, our congregation will 
participate in what has become known as 
“Blanket Sunday”. Actually, the official  title is 
“Tools & Blankets”. 

Our collection, along with congregations across 
the United States, assists Church World Service 
“Tools & Blankets” program in providing  the right 
tools at the right time, making a difference in the 
lives of children and families the world over, 
whether faced with an emergency or struggling to 
keep food on the table. Gifts to “Tools & 
Blankets” can provide blankets, tents, and other 
emergency shelter items in the wake of a 
disaster. Refugees returning home can be helped 
with tools to rebuild and seeds to replant fields. 
Families living in drought-plagued areas are 
helped to dig wells for clean, safe drinking water, 
and for water to irrigate crops and gardens. 

Soon you will receive an envelope allowing you 
to make a donation to the Church World Service  
“Tools and Blankets” program. 
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A special thank you is  extended to the many 
who helped. Eleven tables were creatively 
decorated in holiday style by Betsy Adamus; 
Brandon, Caitlin, and Lynn Borke; Ann Gerow; 
Lois Gibbs; Deb Grubaugh; Dottie Haase; Alex, 
Kevin, & Joyce Langerfeld; Ginny Titus; and 
Nancy Wedge. Jan Snell and Joan Chrzan 
were greatly appreciated as kitchen help along 
with several families helped clean up after. Last 
but no least thank you to all our church families 
who brought a dish to pass — about 71 people 
were served. The pageant and potluck are such 
a wonderful way to celebrate the Christmas 
season together. 
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                                 November    Year to Date 

Mission Pledge        $1,166.67     $12,833.37 

Received                    1,942.50       13,452.00 

Over                         $   775.83     $     618.63 

 

General Fund           $9,583.33     $105,416.63 

Received                  16,885.00       101,127.00 

Over                         $7,301.67             

Short                                                 $4,289.63 
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Greetings have been received from Erich and Barbara Neumann 
and their sons Benjamin and Frederick. It included a beautiful 
gold foil angel with the words: 

“We wish you a contemplative Advent and Christmas connected 
with the hope to become Angels in the new year or to meet some 
at least…” 

A 2007 summary… January a hurricane (unheard of in Europe) 
passed through Germany destroying houses and forests and 
bringing torrential rains. In February a new synagogue was inau-
gurated in Gelsenkirchen, an important step to clear the backlog 
of history and vision for a “peaceful future.”  We have to be grate-
ful for the history and courage of the Jewish fellow citizens for 
this new beginning.   

In March, Barbara spent time with an elderly lady with a broken 
hip, saw that she entered a home for the aged, and visits her.  
(Barbara is a social worker.) 

A scary April — the Neumann’s were evacuated from their home 
while an American bomb from WWII (only 200 meters away) was 
defused. On to May when Frederick took an examination to be-
come a tax consultant. Great grief in Gelsenkirchen when 
SCHALKE (soccer team) missed the championship. Benjamin 
takes photos and writes articles about the team. He is also his 
church web master. Ten years ago Ben was an exchange stu-
dent here in Alpena and studied graphic arts. 

The meeting of the Protestant Church (Kirchentag) in Cologne 
heightened the summer. Erich writes “It was a good feeling to ex-
perience a great sense of community. We went home with a lot 
of new ideas.” 

School began again in August (Erich is a primary teacher with 
heart and soul). In September Erich took part in the UCC forum 
of Westphalia. He and Barbara housed guests from Ohio and 
they discussed the new UCC campaign — never place a period 
where there is a comma. Barbara attended the international 
patchwork exhibition in Strasbourg  - Barbara made the beautiful 
red and gold patchwork cloth that adorned our altar through the 
month of November. She also finished the German Partnership 
quilt hanging in our Fellowship Hall — squares painted by our 
youth during the 2001 exchange here in Alpena. 
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For the first time, the Com-
stock Committee met jointly 
with the Comstock Mission 
Committee on October 18 to 
review grant applications for 
2008. Janet Artley explained 
the process the Comstock Mis-
sion Committee has used to 
review applications. Comstock  
Committee participated with 
Comstock Mission Committee 
in the discussion of grant re-
quests in the Mission and 
Higher Education Categories. 
Jean Gilliland participated as 
Comstock Committee voting 
representative on the Com-
stock Mission Committee. The 
Comstock Committee ratified 
the decisions of the Comstock 
Mission Committee for the 
grant categories of Mission 
and Higher Education. Grants 
awarded included: 

Church Local Mission - $5,000 

Church  Human Needs 
(emergency assistance to indi-
viduals) - $5,000 

Christian Conversations - 
$1,000 

Community Mission projects 
(non-church applicants) -
$29,729 

Higher Education (Seminaries 
and Church Leadership train-
ing) - $10,182. 

 
Comstock Committee then re-
viewed and approved "in 
house" requests in the catego-
ries of Innovative Ministry and 
Capital Projects: 

Associate Projects - $36,568 
request. 

Group WorkCamp Travel ex-
penses. - a grant of $2660. 

Replacement Computer - 
$1500. 

For General Fund - $10,182. 

The joint meeting was held be-
cause of discussion among 
members of the two commit-
tees as to whether two commit-
tees are really necessary. We 
wanted to understand the 
whole process, and the recom-
mendation from the commit-
tees to the Board is that we 
consider combining the com-
mittees to simplify the grant re-
view process. There are a 
number of ideas about how to 
constitute the new committee, 
and a formal change would re-
quire input and approval from 
the Congregation to change 
the Comstock guidelines - so 
stay tuned for your chance to 
get in on the discussion! 
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As we get ready to tuck SERRV back into the closet until Spring, we find we have much to celebrate. 
A more complete report will be in the annual meeting booklet, but we are very close to $5,000 in 
sales for the calendar year. That year included a Spring Sale in  conjunction with the rummage sale, 
the October bazaar, a "second  chance" sale Nov. 30, purchases made after church services, and  
special orders! No wonder it feels like you have been hearing about  SERRV all year! It took a lot of 
work by a lot of people to carry out  all the activities, and the proceeds benefited a lot of hard work-
ing people around the globe. New people have pitched in to help, and new  ideas have been gener-
ated about how we could improve. I would like  to gather a group of interested volunteers early in 
2008 and see if  we can incorporate some of those ideas into a plan for the year. For now, I would 
just like to give my heartfelt thanks to all of you who  gave of your time (and often your treasure!) set-
ting up and taking down the bazaar, manning cash registers, recommending orders, doing  publicity - 
and of course shopping! 
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Thank you for your donations of hats, mittens, and scarves for the 
Mitten Tree. We received more than 125 items! They have been 
delivered to Shelter and Salvation Army in time for Christmas distri-
bution. Our hearts are warmed by your generosity just as the chil-
dren’s heads, hands, and hearts will be warmed!  (Thank you to 
Cindy Griffore-Straley for beautifully decorating the display case 
and organizing this worthwhile project.) 
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year. At Committee request, the Board ap-
pointed an ad-hoc committee, Gordon Nether-
cut and Lynn Borke, to review the Fundraising 
Committee guidelines. 

Mission Committee will help facilitate Martin Lu-
ther King, Jr. Day activities in January. 

The Outreach Committee is working on promo-
tion, attendance, and visitors.   

Janet Artley is working with the insurance ad-
juster regarding the radiator repair and water 
damage claim due to the recent burst radiator.   

A motion to accept the Personnel Committee’s 
recommendations regarding staff salary in-
creases passed.   

A motion, per terms in the Pastor’s call agree-
ment (which calls for a yearly review), the Per-
sonnel Committee is to review this agreement, 
with the Pastor, for any proposed changes. 
They are to forward any recommendations to 
the Board who will then submit any appropriate 
changes for a Congregational vote.   

Motion to accept the proposed 2008 budget as 
presented was passed.   

As always, copies of the Board Minutes are 
available on the shelf of the Calendar Po-
dium. Board reports including the Pastor, 
Treasurer, and others are available in the 
church office. 
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Highlights of the December 10th meeting of the 
Board of Directors include:   

The United Church News listed  Alpena as par-
ticipating in the “5 for 5” program.   

We received two “thank you” letters from Re-
Member regarding donations of bedding and 
children’s items as well as Michael Brinkman’s 
project to supply school supplies.   

A motion to approve continuation of the tempo-
rary Ecumenical Youth Group position through 
the program year end (May) and then evaluate 
the future of the position and program passed. It 
was also noted that Bob is doing a wonderful job 
and we appreciate the extra bonus that his wife, 
DeLynn is often assisting. 

Betsy Adamus, Associate for Music & Education 
presented a written report of activity  including 
information about the organ water damage 
(radiator burst in the music library) repair report.    
Many thanks to Steve Tretinik for his efforts im-
mediately after the burst radiator was discov-
ered. 

Dennis Artley, Treasurer, noted that year end is 
looking good; however, we will know for sure 
when the final bill of the year is paid.   

The Fundraising Committee  presented a written 
report of 2007 activity showing that funds raised 
were slightly over the $4,000 objective for the 
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