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Using the gospel of Mark as their 
guide, Marcus Borg and John Domi-
nic Crossan present a day-by-day 
account of Jesus' final week of life. 
The Last Week depicts Jesus giving 
up his life to protest power without 
justice and to condemn the rich who 
lack concern for the poor. In this 
vein, at the end of the week Jesus 
marches up Calvary, offering himself 
as a model for others to do the 
same when they are confronted by 
similar issues. Top Jesus scholars 
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Please join us on Sunday, February 
3rd, immediately following morning 
worship service, for a pancake 
breakfast.  Come enjoy food, fun 
and fellowship as we feast on 
pancakes, sausage and fruit, and 
enjoy some pre-Lenten “frivolity!”  
Lenten devotional materials will also 
be available that morning.  A free-
will offering will be graciously 
accepted at the door. 

The following information was found 
on the Food Network web-site: 

New Orleans throws a wild two-
week party and Brazil does a 
national samba in the streets, but 
the British Isles celebrate Mardi 
Gras with understatement – and 
pancakes! 

The Tuesday before Lent in the 
Christian calendar is a time to 
receive absolution of sins.  So, 
traditionally, it’s also the time to eat 
up any rich food in the house 
before entering the 40 days of 
Lenten abstinence, hence the 
Creole-French name Mardi Gras, 
or “Fat Tuesday.” 

Foods to avoid during Lent once 
included flour, fats, and eggs - the 
three main ingredients of 
pancakes.  In the British Isles, 
pancakes are still eaten with the 
same gusto that New Orleans 
residents throw into parades and 
King Cake. 
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Marcus J. Borg and John Dominic 
Crossan join together to reveal a 
radical and little-known Jesus. 

We will study this book as another 
view on Jesus’ work and actions in 
these eventful days. We will be  
using the paperback version that 
comes with a study guide. Book 
cost is approximately $14.  

Join us Tuesdays from 1:30 to 3 
PM starting February 12th. Sign up 
at the Care Letter podium or call 
Rev. Tom for more information.  
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February                  
Dates to Remember 

 

3 Scout Sunday        
Mardi Gras Pancake 

Breakfast 
 

6 Ash Wednesday  
Lenten Services begin 

 

10 Confirmation     
Classes begin 

 

12 Lenten Book          
Study begins 

 

24  Feed A Family 



We are barely beyond Christmas. Easter is 
when?? March 23rd this year.  

Can Easter be any earlier? Actually, March 22 is  
the earliest possible date. And you will have to 
wait until nearly mid-century for that.   

The date for Easter is the first Sunday after the 
full moon on or after March 21. So Easter can be 
on any day from March 22 through April 25. The 
Jewish Passover, Jesus’ Last Supper with the 
disciples, takes place on the 14th day of the 
month of Nisan on a calendar based on phases 
of the moon which is why our date varies since 
our calendar is not based on the moon. The 
Eastern Orthodox follow the Julian calendar 
rather than the Gregorian calendar that the West 
adopted and thus we seldom celebrate Easter at 
the same time. Since Vatican II in the 1960’s, 
efforts have been made to fix a date to Easter. 
Consensus across the Christian Church has not 
been achieved.  

So with all the variability of the date, we look 
beyond the timing to the actions of God’s saving 
love for us. Emmanuel, God with us, is the gift. 
The power of that love and Jesus’ obedience to 
that love is important.  

The importance of Jesus is his living and his 
living again in God’s power to overcome the evil 
of this world. Jesus gives up his life to protest 
power without justice and to condemn those with 
riches who lack concern for the poor.  

Just as we move beyond the particulars for the 
meaning of the events, we must move beyond 
ourselves to the whole group to see Jesus’ 
message for us. Jesus calls a community to 
follow him and in our lives with each other to 
create the new Kingdom of God.  

As we enter this Lenten season, I invite your 
reflection on not just the day but the season and 
the whole life given to us.  
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Rev. Tom Orth�

                                 

                                December    Year to Date 

Mission Pledge        $1,166.63      $14,000.00 

Received                   1,917.00         15,369.00 

Over                             750.37           1,369.00 

 

General Fund          $9,583.37      $115,000.00 

Received                  14,847.00       115,974.00 

Over                        $ 5,263.63     $       974.00 
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Joan Chrzan 

I would like to thank the following who donated 
cookies for the Christmas Eve Reception: Janet 
Artley, Ann Gerow, Marcia Aten, Nancy 
Wedge, Vicky Lindsay, Kay Beland, Ronnie 
Stevens, Barb Kett, Dodi Lance, Vernie Nether-
cut, Jennie Kerr, Pat Kreft, June Perry and 
Mary Minnick. A special thank you to the hosts; 
The Grubaugh family.   



Following is a letter we received regarding Peggy Manier: 

December 27, 2007 
 

To friends and family of Peggy Manier: 
 

Thank you to all of you who continue sending photos, cards and letters to Aunt Peggy.  Her 
face does seem to brighten when she receives mail and occasionally she remembers who sent 
them and responds. 

Ruby (her caretaker) did a wonderful job helping to restore Aunt Peggy’s physical health and 
we are grateful for all of her efforts.  For several reasons we have made a decision to move 
Aunty Peggy to Seasons, a memory care community.  There are a few specialized facilities in 
this area and through extensive research, including talking to families who have had and cur-
rently have loved ones at Seasons, we all agreed and are pleased with our decision. 

Aunt Peggy’s new address is: Peggy Manier, c/o Seasons, 515 Tomoka Ave., Ormond Beach, 
FL   32174.  Again, thank you for staying in touch with Aunt Peggy and if you have any ques-
tions, please feel free to contact me at (386) 428-4644 or you may email me at kmowery1@cfl.
rr.com. 

Love, Peace & Light 

Karol Mowery 
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The popular German class of the 
1990's will be offered again.  Our own 
Marilyn Kettler has agreed to teach 
this course and is currently in the 
process of selecting a text.  Show 
your interest by signing the clipboard 
on the Care Letter podium at the back 
of the church, calling the church of-
fice, or Diana Standen at 356-2356. 
There will be a nominal fee and the 
day and time of the class will be de-
termined from those interested. 
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On Sunday, March 2nd, we will hold an offering, and join 
with thousands of congregations around the world, who 
have donated money for the One Great Hour of Sharing 
program.  Locally, our traditional stone soup meal will be 
served following the worship service.  Plan to give what 
you can and plan to give a can of vegetables for the stone 
soup. 

When we share our resources, we help to ensure that 
children suffering from disease not only receive treatment, 
but enjoy the benefits of a community made safer with 
proper sanitation and clean sources of water.  We partner 
with a family living in hunger, offering them not just food, 
but the tools and training to build a sustainable source of 
income for themselves—improving their world and ours.  

More about this outreach program at:www.ucc.org/oghs. 



Watch for more information on these upcoming 
Pilgrim Fellowship youth events: 

March            30 Hour Famine 

May 2            Youth Retreat                                
                      Friday afternoon & evening 

June 15-21    Group WorkCamp                         
                      in Racine, WI 

June 18-19    Big Ticket Music  Festival                                          
                      in  Gaylord 
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Pastor Tom Orth noted that planning for Easter 
is now in process.  Our Lenten program will be 
in combination with other churches, as has 
been our past pattern.  This year, however, we 
are pleased that First United Methodist Church 
will be joining the group.  Confirmation classes 
are being planned under the leadership of Pas-
tor Orth and Jay Kettler.  Also, the building of a 
combination Youth Group with four other 
churches continues.  Our church’s effort in this 
is being led by Pastor Orth and our Associate 
for Youth and Family, Bob Carr. 

Complete minutes of the January 7 board meet-
ing are available on the shelf under the Calen-
dar for those who are interested.  
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Chair Glen Kett, on behalf of the Congregation 
and Board, thanked Tom Grubaugh and Joyce 
Mc Lain for their dedicated and good service as 
board members.  Both are retiring from the 
Board at the end of January. 

Much of the time at the meeting this month was 
spent reviewing the financial results for 2007 
and then, after discussion, approving the pro-
posed budget for 2008.  For 2007, the results of 
the General Fund and Mission Fund operation 
were good.  The plan for 2008, prepared by 
Pastor Tom Orth and Treasurer Dennis Artley, 
projects more expense than income.  However, 
it is hoped that income will actually come in 
higher than projected, so that a break-even 
year will be achieved.  This has been the pat-
tern for most of the recent years. 

� � � � �� �

� � 6 � � #� �� �� � �� � �� ��. ��� ��$%%&�
� � � ��� � � � � � �� ��� ��� �

* � � ���� � ��� � �* (� � � �	 �� � �� ��� �" � #�
 � � � �
� � � ��� � � � � � �� ��� ��� �

Anyone interested in going to the Re-Member Project on the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South 
Dakota this summer should contact Rev. Tom now. We will be working with other churches on this 
year’s trip.  

This year's Confirmation Class for 8th graders 
and up will start on Sunday, February 10th and 
run ten Sunday nights through April. Confirma-
tion will take place on Sunday May 4. Jay Kettler 
and Rev. Tom will again team teach the class. 
Those interested should respond to the letter 
sent out. Further information is available from 
Rev. Tom. 
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The parish of Bulmke would like to 
strengthen contacts with us.  The Christ-
mas messages and newsletters we sent 
in December are prominently displayed 
in their sanctuary.  In response to our 
contact, messages from their members 
have been received with their motto for 
2008 “I live and you also will live.” (John 14,19) along with these 
thoughts from Eric Neumann .... 
 

“All the best for the new year!”  That’s what we want and what we 
wish others.  We long for a peaceful, healthy, successful and 
happy life, we are looking for a fulfilled life.  With the motto of the 
year “I live an you also will live.” we get a promise, a divine gift.  
When we accept the promise of Jesus and take the gift we are 
free—to live.  Our life becomes a new quality, now in the midst of 
the present. 

But we have to make use of the gift.  Don’t be idle.  Use that 
what you own.  Do something.  So take the life as a challenge.  
That means not only to take responsibility for you own life.  The 
ill and sick, the old people, the unemployed, the hungry, the 
strangers and foreigners, the lonely have also a right to a worth 
living life.  Let us share our life in luxury with them, so that all are 
able to live a normal good life; Have time for the ill and the sick 
and for old people.  - Show your solidarity with the unemployed 
and offer your aid.—Give food and for charity.—Make strangers 
and foreigners feel home… 

Together with others we can take responsibility for the life in our 
world; solve ecological and economic problems, subsidize the 
world aid for the hungry, help to fulfill the human rights, create 
peace … 

“Many little people at many little places who do many little things 
are able to change the face of the world—and the life.” 

           The Lord who promised you a life in abundance           
           be with you and bless the years of your life.                  
           He bless the good years and the hard years.                
           He bless your thinking, your feeling and your moving.  
           So shelter and bless you the Lord who promises you        
           a fulfilled life.                                                                 
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This year we will again join with 
other churches, during Lent, to 
have a Wednesday evening soup 
supper and worship service series. 
This year, joining the four 
churches of the last few years will 
be First United Methodist Church.  
 

Our Lenten Journey will begin with 
the traditional Ash Wednesday 
service at Grace Lutheran on Feb-
ruary 6th. Over the next 5 weeks as 
we visit other churches, our soup 
supper and worship service will be 
around tables in the fellowship 
halls of the churches as we en-
gage in reflection on some words 
of faith. We end our Lenten series 
together on Maundy Thursday at 
Trinity Episcopal.  
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We invite you to join us for the Soup Supper at 6 PM       
and the Worship Service at 7 PM.  Bring a friend! 

�

Week             Date          Location                      Theme    

Ash                                                                                     
Wednesday   Feb 6         Grace Lutheran            Humility 

1st Week        Feb 13        1st Presbyterian            Faith 

2nd Week       Feb 20        Trinity Episcopal          Compassion 

3rd Week        Feb 27        1st United Methodist     Prayer 

4th Week        March 5      1st Congregational UCC  Truth 

5th Week        March 12    1st United Methodist      Service 

Maundy                                                                                 
Thursday       March 20     Trinity Episcopal           Grace 
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