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Christian Education

Betsy Adamus, Associate for Music and Education

Sunday, September 7" marks the start
of a new and exciting year of exploring,
learning about, and living our Christian faith.
As we return from summer vacations with
stories of adventures near and far and
energized by restful, lazy days, we look to the
future with eager anticipation.

New this year, and in an attempt to better
meet the needs of our church family, we will .
be modifying our Christian Education (C.E.)
class schedule. C.E. classes for all children
and youth will meet during Sunday morning
worship. Start time for classes will begin right
after the Youth Moment and Children’s Message (at approximately 10:20
AM) with classes lasting for an hour, thus finishing at 11:20 AM. All
children and youth will then be excused to the fellowship hall for a closing
song/prayer and the opportunity to share, with those gathered for
fellowship, what they have learned during their classes.

Also new this year, we will be attempting to divide the Youth into two
separate age groups for their C.E. time. Thus, there will be three classes
meeting for Christian Education during morning worship: Children, Pre-K
through grade 6; Junior High, grades 7 and 8; Senior High, grades 9 — 12.

With the additional youth class and the obligations of the current
teachers during the worship service (choir and leading worship), there is a
real need for more teachers. Over the next several weeks, we will be
asking for help with recruiting children, youth, teachers and families to
participate in and to help build our Christian Education program. Please
prayerfully consider how you can best serve this vital church ministry.

Good News!

Following is a quote taken from the 2006 Church Evaluation Survey,
Church Strengths

“Congregation members assume strong roles of leadership in both
spiritual areas and in the life of the Church. Volunteer participation
is excellent both in the Church and in the community.”
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Pastor’s Column
Rev. Tom Orth

The church is not a business.
Members are not customers.
Our purpose is not about ourselves.

THE CHURCH IS the body of Christ and the
Kingdom of God here and now.

MEMBERS ARE disciples, growing in Christ.

OUR PURPOSE IS serving God, aiding in the
transformation of lives and the world through
ministering together to the world and to each
other.

Strong statements. But | believe there is a
difference between the two viewpoints. The
difference is between a member service
congregation focusing on itself and a
discipleship oriented congregation which is
focused on the world.

Being church, doing church is not easy, nor
comfortable. It is about saying there are a
different ways than the world’s ways.

Jesus was radical. He lived differently than the
world of his day. Jesus said in seeking to save
your life, you will lose it, but if you choose to
lose your life, you will save it.

One author has suggested pews should have
seat belts and you should be issued crash
helmets when you come in the door.

Many ideas collide as we talk about church.
We are seeking to make a difference. We are
in ministry together, to the world and to each
other. It is hard and challenging figuring out
how to live as Christians and live out our
calling. | believe when you focus on serving
God and thus on growing as disciples, you do
serve each other. But the order is important.

We are working toward a vision for our church
that leads us into the future. It will take
discernment and participation on the part of all
of us to look toward a future in God’s Kingdom.

Treasurer Report
Dennis Artley, Treasurer
June Year to Date

Mission Pledge $ 1,500 $ 9,000
Received 1,464 7,952
Short $ 36 $ 1,048
General Fund $ 9,417 $56,500
Received 8,696 53,191
Short $ 721 $ 3,309

Summertime Special Midweek
Communion Service

Thursday, August 21 Noon

As we near the end of the summer we will gather
in the Barksdale Chapel at noon on Thursday,
August 21° for our Special Midweek Communion
Service. This service is open to anyone who
would like to share this special occasion with
members and friends who are not always able to
attend regular Sunday services. After the service
we will enjoy a luncheon and social time in the
Fellowship Hall. Please call the Church office
(356-1795) by noon on Monday, August 18 if you
are planning to attend and/or if you need a ride.
We would like you to share this special
experience with us.

Questions? Comments? Suggestions?

Bee Informed! A suggestion box is on the table
outside the chapel. If you have any questions,
suggestions or comments please drop them in the
‘BEE INFORMED” box. Denise Fusina, the
Associate for Administration, will funnel them to
the appropriate person or group for consideration.
Someone will respond to you shortly.




Feed A Family
Bill Haase

Salvation Army Pantry Coordinator reports that the food pantry
needs:

*

Paper products such as toilet paper, tissue, diapers (all sizes)

+ Personal items such as razors, shampoo, deodorant, face soap
+ Household items such as dish soap and laundry soap

+ Peanut butter and jelly

On the day | called the Coordinator, she reported that the pantry
was completely out of diapers. Please remember these needs in
our community as you do your weekly shopping.
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Rummage Sale is a Go

Jennie Kerr, Fundraising Committee

Yes, it is going to happen. The Rummage Sale will be on
September 5 from Noon to 5:30 p.m. and on Saturday
September 6 from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m. Now is the time for you to
sort out all that good stuff you don’t want or use and save it for the
Sale. Items may be placed on the stage in the Fellowship Hall
beginning Thursday, August 28. Please donate to this by noon
September 4 and make the Sale a success. At the end of August
a signup sheet will be placed on the Care Letter podium for those
of you who would like to help sort, set up and work the Sale.
Success depends on your donations and participation.

(CHILDREN’S CLOTHES ONLY, NO BOOKS OR MAGAZINES)

August Anniversaries

2 Kristin &Nathan Barden
13 Bill and Nancy Yahne

14 Lynn & Ron Borke
16 Gordon & Vernie Nethercut

19 Dottie & Bill Haase
@ 21 Robin & Mark Birmingham

' 21 Brian & Miranda Plume
30 Dan & Lois Gibbs-Kibbe
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August Birthdays

1 Mary Davison
1 James Stewart
2 Janice Chavis
2 Keith Titus
4 Carmen Grubaugh
6 Ashley Wedge
8 Mark Knowlton
12 Robert Cox
12 David Zeller
14 Dixie Julian
14 Thomas Lorenz
15 Sarah McLaren
16 Eunice Cruzen
16 Robert Morey
18 Barbara Frederick
19 Priscilla Homola
20 Nicholas McLaren
26 Elizabeth Heath
30 Matthew Pugh
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Social Justice Ministry Team (SJMT)

Dottie Haase

Sixteen people joined together on Sunday, July
13, right after the Fellowship Time, to discuss
social justice issues.

* Jennie Morey discussed some action items
other churches have done to make known their
stand as a "Just Peace" church known.

* Kathleen Orth gave us a copy of some
pertinent material for the National Religious
Campaign against Torture (NRCAT). Members
will read over this material and be ready to make
a recommendation to the Church Board of
Directors at their next meeting.

* Much discussion was devoted to planning
for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day for the community
of Alpena. Several ideas were discussed --
Afro-American sports figure as speaker,
Michigan Arts Council resources, partnering with
the public schools and ACC or other
organizations and clubs to produce the event.
Greg Adamus, June Perry, Lou Sytsma and
Rev. Tom Orth will meet to discuss these ideas
and come up with suggestions that the rest of
the group can work on.

Come and join us at our next picnic and
meeting on Sunday August 17 at 11:45 AM.

Quiet Request Campaign

Jennie Kerr, Fundraising Committee

This campaign is not only quiet, it is ongoing in
slow motion. If you have not yet been
approached keep a look out. Everyone will have
a chance to participate. Your turn may be next.

One fine day you will be given a color dotted
envelope. You are asked to read its’ contents
and respond by returning the envelope at your
convenience showing your participation in the
QUIET REQUEST CAMPAIGN. Your positive
response will be appreciated.

Thank you

from the Fundraising Committee. ﬂ/

Adopt—A—Highway

Lucas Pfeiffenberger

The summer clean up of three miles on
Highway M-65 was done by 4 members of the
church on Tuesday, July 15, 2008. It was the
smallest number of participants that have ever
helped. One reason was because of
threatening rain storms. It had rained at 5:00
pm which was discouraging but by 5:45 it
appeared that the storm was over. Viewing the
television station from Traverse City the report
was that the storm had passed. Volunteers
were called to report that the clean up would go
on as scheduled at 6:00 PM. The group
consisted of Clarissa Gerber, David Zeller, Lori
Murphy and Lucas Pfeiffenberger. The
collection was done in 1 hour and 50 minutes.
Litter was light because a coverage of the area
had been performed on April 22nd. With some
consolidation, only 3 bags were left to be
picked up by the County Road Commission.

A Special Place—The Memorial

Garden and Columbarium
Gordon Nethercut

For several years now, many of us have visited
our church's Memorial Garden.

We have from the very start realized that here
on our church property we have a very special
place. And each time we visit the Memorial
Garden and the Columbarium which is a part of
it, we realize anew the beauty of this place. We
appreciate again the power of God's grace in
our lives and in the lives of those whose
cremains are present there. We have been
fortunate to have a small group of our members
who organized, planned and developed this
garden. For their vision and hard work we are
thankful. We are also fortunate to have some
special funds which help us care for this
garden. These special funds, along with your
pledged support of the General Fund, will
assure good care and administration of this
special place for generations to come.




Stimulus Windfall Fundraising

Fundraising Committee

Has your Stimulus check windfall fallen into your hands yet? There ty
has been some response from Government Stimulus recipients. If
you are one of those recipients and have not yet responded to our

request please read on.
Our Feder al

Gover nment IS
You may be one of the fortunate recipients of this cash windfall.
The Fundraising Committee would appreciate it if you would
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seriously consider sharing this windfall by giving 10%, a Biblical
tithe, to your Church. If you should decide to make your Church a part of your windfall
spending plan please indicate on you gift that it is for Church Budget Fundraising. We

will be very grateful if you would include your Church in your spending plan. Thank you.

Board of Directors Meeting Highlights

Denise Fusina, Associate for Administration

At the July 14th meeting of the Board of
Directors several items were acted upon.

Board Appointed Committees: The Board
approved the proposed Board Appointed
Committees for the year July 1, 2008 to June
30, 2009 and the elimination of the
Coordinating Committee.

Annual Meeting Date: The Board approved
Sunday, January 25, 2009 for the next Annual
Meeting date.

Outdoor Sign: The Outreach Committee was
given approval to purchase the outdoor sign
based on appropriate information generally in
keeping with the proposal to the Board.

Christian Education Recommendation: The
Board approved staff recommendations to
change the time of CE classes to begin during
worship and conclude, during Fellowship Time,
with a report or activity for the congregation.
Also, to have 3 classes; up to 6th grade, junior
high, and high school. Support and
participation from the congregation will be
important.

Pastor: In addition to his written report, Rev.
Tom Orth talked about memorial services

without funeral home assistance and the
possibility of establishing a Ministry Team to
assist with the various aspects of such
services.

Outreach: The first in a series of newspaper
ads ran Saturday, July 19. The first draft of the
second ad (which should run Aug 2) was
presented. The third / fourth ads will deal with
children and youth programs for the fall and the
fith / sixth ad will include the many
opportunities to get involved here at the church.

Personnel: The Board approved the Associate
for Youth and Family position with the current
parameters until December 31, 2008.

Visioning: September 13th was proposed for
an all day workshop to share Visioning
Committee ideas and direction with Board
members and Staff.

Copies of the full Board Minutes as well as
Board Report packets can be found at the
Calendar Podium outside the Church Office.

You may also request copies by email.
Email your request to:
office@uccalpena.org
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Worship with First Presbyterian
in August
Rev. Tom Orth

The first two Sundays
in August are our

annual summer
worship  exchange @@
with First
Presbyterian. August

3rd will be 9:30 AM at Yymmer
our church with the
Youth Group
WorkCamp  Mission
Team leading the
worship service. Youth from First
Presbyterian and our church along with 3
other churches participated in the trip to
Racine Wisconsin. You will experience the
youth’s passion and excitement in the
service. On August 10th, we will be at
First Presbyterian at 10:30 AM. See you
both Sundays.

New Member Classes —

and Everyone is Invited
Rev. Tom Orth

New Member classes are being held Sundays
August 3 and August 24 after Fellowship Time
and Practical Theology (Adult Christian Educa-
tion). There are several families who are partici-
pating. We will talk about our church and the
United Church of Christ. If you already a mem-
ber but would like to learn more about our
church and the UCC denomination, you are wel-
come to join us too. Let Rev. Tom know so there
will be materials and lunch on hand for every-
one.
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