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Build Beds for Pine Ridge

Re-Member Ministry Team

Help build beds on Saturday April 26 ™ for children on the Oglala Lakota
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in South Dakota. The reservation is one of
the poorest counties in the United States. Children there desperately need a
bed to sleep in.

Join with the Re-Member Ministry Team sanding and staining wood for bunk
beds for children on the Reservation. Our work will take place Saturday
April 26 all day at Panel Processing Plant .

Everyone is welcome. No special skills necessary. Come for a few hours or
for the day. Join in our efforts. Make a difference.

If you are not available on the 26", several people will be needed on
Saturday 12™ to help with planning and another person is needed on
Monday 14" to help unload the wood at Panel Processing.

Power sanders and extension cords are also needed for the work on the
26" and we would welcome any loans for the day.

Sign up at the Care Letter Podium. For more information contact Ministry
Team members Olivia Brunetti, Marcia Aten or Tom Orth.

Special Midweek Spring Communion Service

Jennie Kerr, Midweek Communion Service Ministry Team Member

Mark your calendar for the Spring Communion Worship Service to be held
on Thursday, April 17" at noon in the Barksdale Chapel. It is a special
occasion for members and friends who cannot always attend regular
services (and some who do) to gather together for worship and praise.
Communion will be served during the service and afterwards we will gather
in the Fellowship Hall for lunch and a social time.

NEED A RIDE? KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES?
Please call the Church office (356-1795) by noon, Tuesday, April 15
if you plan to attend and/or need a ride.

Come and Celebrate Spring at this Communion Worship Service
Good News!

Following is a quote taken from the 2006 Church Evaluation Surve
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Pastords Col umn
Rev. Tom Orth
The Danish Lutheran theologian Sgren

Kierkegaard poses this question: What are the
roles in worship and who fulfills them?

Using these two columns of words, who in the left
column does the action in the right column?

| invite you to draw a line linking your pairs of
words.

~

/ Congregation

prompter
God performer
\ Preacher audience /

Turn to page 4 to consider some of the possible
answers.

2008 AdopA-Highway Program

Lucas E Pfeiffenberger

The spring clean up of M-65 is scheduled for
Tuesday, April 22 at 6:00pm. In the event of
rain an alternate date of Thursday, April 24th at
6:00 pm has been selected. Those who can
participate are requested to sign the sheet lo-
cated on the Care Letter podium located in the
hall in back of the sanctuary.

Lenten Supper Thanks

Vernie Nethercut, Ministry Team Coordinator

A big thank you to all those who helped us be
great hosts for the five-church Lenten supper
and service on March 5. Delicious soups, chili,
desserts and breads were provided by many
generous people in the congregation. There
were even little cards identifying the various
kinds of soups.

On the hard-working committee were Marilyn
and Ken Reynolds, Kay Beland, Debbie
Grubaugh, Mary Minnick, Lucas Pfeiffenberger,
Deb and Dennis Werner, and Gordon Nether-
cut . Betsy Adamus and Judy Case provided
special music during the worship/discussion
service led by Pastor Tom Orth.

Garden Help Needed

Vernie Nethercut, Ministry Team Coordinator

Spring is fast approaching and people who en-
joy garden maintenance are needed. If you
would like to help keep the grounds of our
church looking attractive, please call the office
(356-1795) for details.

Treasurer Report

Dennis Artley, Treasurer

February Year to Date
Mission Pledge $1,500.00 $ 3,000.00
Received 1,029.50 1,914.50
Short $ 47050 $ 1,085.50
General Fund $ 9,416.67 $18,833.34
Received 6,610.00 18,441.50
Short $ 2,806.67 $ 39184




Outreach Committee at Work

Vernie Nethercut, Ministry Team Coordinator

At Outreach Committee meetings, the following
is being discussed:

* Friendly greetings during church service

* Welcoming visitors

* Calls to invite members to special church
services

* Increasing attendance

Media articles and advertising

* Emphasis on inviting those in church to
Fellowship Time and Christian Education classes
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Members of the Outreach Committee are Judy Case, Shari
Davis, Bill Dempsey, Glen Kett, Vernie Nethercut, Mary Jo
Springer, Rev. Tom Orth, and Delilah Tretinik.
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Conversational German Class

Diana Standen, German Outreach Ministry Team

The Conversational German class will begin March 26, and meet
for 8-12 Wednesdays at 7:15 p.m. Marilyn Kettler will be teaching
the course and the text/CDs will be "German in Ten Minutes a
Day." For further information contact Diana Standen at 356-2356.

Altar Flowers

Denise Fusina, Associate for Administration

The Altar Flower sign up sheet is on the
bulletin board outside the church office.
There are several openings during April and
May and the sign up provides opportunities
through the end of 2008.

Providing flowers for the Altar is an
opportunity to honor or memorialize special
people in your life. The flowers can be
delivered on Saturday and you are welcome
to take your
Sunday service.

‘Flowers
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Happy
Birthaay!

April Birthdays
1 Joan Chrzan
3 Chester Upham
5 Margaret Cruise
5 Alyssa Griffore
11 Miranda Plume
12 Tom Orth
12 Brian Hanna
13 John Marcus Webst
14 Jeff Trelfa
15 Clare Gerber
15 Katie Mack
16 Greg Granum
16 Gavin MacDonald
18 Joseph Case
19 Dottie Haase
19 Kristin Barden
19 Benjamin Wedge
20 Dennis Artley
21 Lydia Hanna
22 Robin Birmingham
24 Jere Standen
24 Debra Grubaugh
27 Emily Skiba
28 Hilary Aten

Happy
Anniversary!

April Anniversaries
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16 Rick & Gail Parr
17 Dan & Alison Blo@&torey
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28 June Perry and Pat Laberdie
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Rev. Tom Orth
Many would link them this way:

Congregation audience
God prompter
Preacher performer

Kierkegaard asks what would happen if you
linked them like this:

Congregation performer
God audience
Preacher prompter

What difference would that make?

The congregation is performer but not just by
the reading prayers or singing songs. Liturgy
means the work of the people. The
congregation gathered to praise and thank God
for the gifts we have been given is active work.

Even more, the congregation is performer by
asking how this scripture affects my life today
actively engaging in the work of the service.
What words in the service, hymns or sermon
impact me? This means the congregation is not
consumers nor receivers but creators and
givers.

It is difficult to envision the congregation as
performers since we think of them as quiet and
still during the service, contrary to what we think
of performing. Yet it is work and work of faith to
ask how God impacts my life with these words
and what | am called to do. What is my
response in this moment and in the time to
come?

Consider worship as very active work, giving out
thanksgivings for all our blessings as well as
taking in calls to next steps.

Wi

SHARE YOUR FAITH

So, what did Jesus do for us”

Classes on Atonement
Tuesdays 1:83:00 pm

Now that Good Friday and Easter are
over, what happened and what does it
mean for us? Join a several week
exploration of at-one-me nt . How d
actions connect and reconnect us with
God? Be introduced to some classical
ideas about atonement theologies as well
as contemporary ones. Offered Tuesdays
from 1:30 to 3 on April 22, 29 and May 6.
Sign up at the Care Letter Podium or call
the office (356-1795) to register. See Rev.
Tom if you have any questions.
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Teens to Fast For 30 Hours

Bob Carr, Associate for Youth and Family

The teens will again be participating in the
World Vision 30 Hours of Famine. This annual
event raises funds for and awareness of world
hunger. The events will be built around the
weekend of April 18-20™. Fasting will be on the
honor system and will begin at midnight on
Friday, the 18". Activities will continue on
Saturday with ice skating at Northern Lights
Arena and assisting in serving meals at the
Friendship Room at St.

A lock-in, sleepover with follow on Saturday
night. The kids will finally break the fast with a
pargcake breakfast at 6:00 am on Sunday, the
20"

A fund raiser will be part of the event. We will
need volunteer- chaperone parents to help out
with carpooling and making breakfast.

The event will be held in conjunction with Grace
Lutheran and some parts of the weekend will
be held there.

If you care to help out with any part of this
weekend, please let me know as soon as
possible. Thank you, Bob Carr
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Greetings from Gelsenkirchen, Germany

Diana Standen, German Outreach Ministry Team

Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

Dear congregation of Alpena!

Of course | like to think about Alpena especially in these days, for | had the

opportunity to enjoy with my partner some wonderful days in your parish

some years ago. | am reminded of nice services, much snow, a real cold sleigh ride at an elk region
and of course the hospitality on Valentine's Day.

A special time starts with the Ash Wednesday within the ecclesiastical year. First of all: carnival is
over. The crazy days as we call them in Germany with mad parties, colorful costumes and great
parades especially at catholic regions and towns, but in Gelsenkirchen too.

For many the Lenten season starts now. It takes over the catholic tradition. By means of the

campaign ASeven weeks without...fAthe | ent has

protestant church. Many try to live entirely, deliberately without loved habits. They don't drink alcohol
or don't eat sweets for instance. Others don't smoke when they do it intensive, usually others anew
try a different style of life, for instance to cope without their car.

In our protestant church we call the seven weeks before Easter passion season, translated it means
suffering time. We are reminded in these weeks of the Jesus way which led into suffering and finally
to his death at the cross and try to put Jesus way into relations to us.

So we don't reflect about our weight and our independence or dependence to any habits, we think of
Christ: We think of the secrets of empty hands, which are open for God and his gifts.

Therefore not the slimming is the foreground, but the opposite the gain: We want to increase in faith,
in comprehension of that what the biblical message says to us. So we celebrate the service more
with seriousness and atmosphere. Where do you want to have us today, to what will you call us in
these days, Lord Jesus Christi these are our questions, on which we search for answers.

Greetings to you all on behalf of the Protestant Congregation Bulmke. We would be delighted, if we
would get news from each other regularly.

God bless you,

Pastor Henning Disselhoff

Also, be sure to check out the website of our German sister church.
It can be found through our website, uccalpena.org, or by
going directly to www.kirchengemeinde-Bulmke.de
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